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The 1965 Playmate Of The YearThe 1965 Playmate Of The Year

On Wednesday – 13 August 2025, Playboy Enterprises [parent On Wednesday – 13 August 2025, Playboy Enterprises [parent 
company overseeing the Playboy Magazine empire] after having company overseeing the Playboy Magazine empire] after having 
recently transitioned from print to electronic format, announced recently transitioned from print to electronic format, announced 
they are vacating their west coast headquarters located along they are vacating their west coast headquarters located along 
Wilshire Boulevard in Westwood, a neighborhood of the City of Wilshire Boulevard in Westwood, a neighborhood of the City of 
Los Angeles, and moving to Miami Beach, Florida, by the end Los Angeles, and moving to Miami Beach, Florida, by the end 
of 2026.  To most Los Angeles residents, the news may not have of 2026.  To most Los Angeles residents, the news may not have 
been of much concern unless they are Playboy Enterprises em-been of much concern unless they are Playboy Enterprises em-
ployees not willing or able to move, or a local merchant about to ployees not willing or able to move, or a local merchant about to 
lose significant income as part of the day-to-day operations of this lose significant income as part of the day-to-day operations of this 
worldwide conglomerate.worldwide conglomerate.

  	  	    	      	   

       Hefner 	  	 Logo 		      Paul       Hefner 	  	 Logo 		      Paul
Playboy was created by Hugh Marston Hefner [9 April 1926 – 27 Playboy was created by Hugh Marston Hefner [9 April 1926 – 27 

September 2017], a World War II U.S. Army veteran.  Playboy’s September 2017], a World War II U.S. Army veteran.  Playboy’s 
first employee was graphic designer Arthur Paul [18 January 1925 first employee was graphic designer Arthur Paul [18 January 1925 
– 28 April 2018], a World War II U.S. Army Air Force veteran – 28 April 2018], a World War II U.S. Army Air Force veteran 
and 1950 G.I. Bill graduate from the Chicago Institute Of De-and 1950 G.I. Bill graduate from the Chicago Institute Of De-
sign influenced by the 1920-1935 German Bauhaus architectural sign influenced by the 1920-1935 German Bauhaus architectural 
design movement.  Paul, Playboy’s first Art Director – designed design movement.  Paul, Playboy’s first Art Director – designed 
the now world-famous Playboy “Bunny” logo and the cover of the now world-famous Playboy “Bunny” logo and the cover of 
the first Playboy magazine released December 1953 – which the first Playboy magazine released December 1953 – which 
sold then for only 50 Cents – and featured Marilyn Monroe (born sold then for only 50 Cents – and featured Marilyn Monroe (born 
“Norma Jeane Mortenson”) [1 June 1926 – 5 August 1962] as the “Norma Jeane Mortenson”) [1 June 1926 – 5 August 1962] as the 
first centerfold – then called the "Sweetheart Of The Month" – and first centerfold – then called the "Sweetheart Of The Month" – and 
renamed in the second issue to “Playmate Of The Month”.renamed in the second issue to “Playmate Of The Month”.

  

1st Issue – December 1953 – 50 Cents.1st Issue – December 1953 – 50 Cents.
Playboy Magazine has entertained the American public and Playboy Magazine has entertained the American public and 

the world for more than 70 years initially as an over-the-counter the world for more than 70 years initially as an over-the-counter 
monthly magazine which provided the reader – both men and monthly magazine which provided the reader – both men and 
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women – with a view to a new worldwide sexual revolution in con-women – with a view to a new worldwide sexual revolution in con-
trast with the norms of the day resulting in a more sexually liberat-trast with the norms of the day resulting in a more sexually liberat-
ed society which still endures.  Persons of all walks of life – myself ed society which still endures.  Persons of all walks of life – myself 
included – initially purchased and later subscribed to the magazine included – initially purchased and later subscribed to the magazine 
and actually read some of the articles in addition to enjoying the and actually read some of the articles in addition to enjoying the 
photographs of women plus the cartoons scattered throughout the photographs of women plus the cartoons scattered throughout the 
printed pages which culminated in the now famous monthly cen-printed pages which culminated in the now famous monthly cen-
terfold with jokes on the reverse side.  In 1960, Playboy opened terfold with jokes on the reverse side.  In 1960, Playboy opened 
the first “Playboy Club” in Chicago which offered adult dining the first “Playboy Club” in Chicago which offered adult dining 
and entertainment.  Its success resulted in Playboy Clubs opening and entertainment.  Its success resulted in Playboy Clubs opening 
throughout the county and the world.  Access to the club was via throughout the county and the world.  Access to the club was via 
a pre-paid membership which included issuance of a personalized a pre-paid membership which included issuance of a personalized 
Playboy Club International Key Card similar to the one I purchased Playboy Club International Key Card similar to the one I purchased 
in 1979 after a night beyond description at the Playboy Club on in 1979 after a night beyond description at the Playboy Club on 
Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood which opened on 31 December Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood which opened on 31 December 
1964 and closed 22 years later on 30 June 1986.1964 and closed 22 years later on 30 June 1986.

Playboy Club International Key Card – 1979.Playboy Club International Key Card – 1979.
Playboy proceeded to touch every aspect of modern American life Playboy proceeded to touch every aspect of modern American life 

and even wove its way into the Vietnam War.  American military and even wove its way into the Vietnam War.  American military 
personnel began to receive the magazine in the mail from state-personnel began to receive the magazine in the mail from state-
side family and friends and soon centerfolds began to appear in side family and friends and soon centerfolds began to appear in 
soldier’s barracks [hootches] and off-base businesses and services.  soldier’s barracks [hootches] and off-base businesses and services.  
Images of Playboy Magazine and its Bunny logo began to appear Images of Playboy Magazine and its Bunny logo began to appear 
on helmets, flak jackets, aircraft and other military vehicles and in-on helmets, flak jackets, aircraft and other military vehicles and in-
stallations as well as being incorporated into in-country unit logos stallations as well as being incorporated into in-country unit logos 
and patches as follows:and patches as follows:

  	     	   

   “Playboy Club” Chu Lai, 1969        Reading November 1966.   “Playboy Club” Chu Lai, 1969        Reading November 1966.

 Bunny Logo On Marine M48A3 Bulldozer Tank. Bunny Logo On Marine M48A3 Bulldozer Tank.
In March 1967, a Marine Corps M48A3 bulldozer tank from the In March 1967, a Marine Corps M48A3 bulldozer tank from the 

1st Marine Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division – modified with an 1st Marine Tank Battalion, 1st Marine Division – modified with an 
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attached hydraulic bulldozer blade – was photographed display-attached hydraulic bulldozer blade – was photographed display-
ing the Playboy logo on the tank turret next to the multi-mode ing the Playboy logo on the tank turret next to the multi-mode 
Xenon searchlight mounted above the gun barrel as it provides Xenon searchlight mounted above the gun barrel as it provides 
cover for dismounted Marines operating south of Da Nang, cover for dismounted Marines operating south of Da Nang, 
Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam.  [Photo: USMC Private Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam.  [Photo: USMC Private 
First Class Warren E. Wilson, Marine Corps History Division – First Class Warren E. Wilson, Marine Corps History Division – 
Archives Branch].Archives Branch].

  

Nui Dat Playboy Club “… For VC & NVA …”.
The 1st Australian Task Force (1ATF) based at Nui Dat, Phuoc The 1st Australian Task Force (1ATF) based at Nui Dat, Phuoc 

Tuy Province, South Vietnam, operated a prisoner of war com-Tuy Province, South Vietnam, operated a prisoner of war com-
pound which housed Viet Cong [VC] and North Vietnamese pound which housed Viet Cong [VC] and North Vietnamese 
Army [NVA] prisoners of war.  This 1971 photograph reflects Army [NVA] prisoners of war.  This 1971 photograph reflects 
some combat humor as the sign above the entrance displayed 2 some combat humor as the sign above the entrance displayed 2 
Playboy Bunny logo’s and labels the compound as a “… Play-Playboy Bunny logo’s and labels the compound as a “… Play-
boy Club – Exclusively For VC & NVA …” prisoners of war.  boy Club – Exclusively For VC & NVA …” prisoners of war.  
[Photo: John Alfred Ford, Australian War National Memorial, [Photo: John Alfred Ford, Australian War National Memorial, 
Campbell, Canberra, Australia].Campbell, Canberra, Australia].
The Playboy Bunny logo was adopted by the U.S. Army’s The Playboy Bunny logo was adopted by the U.S. Army’s 

334th Utility Tactical Transport [UTT] Armed Helicopter Com-334th Utility Tactical Transport [UTT] Armed Helicopter Com-
pany [AHC] – “The Playboys”, one of the first armed helicopter pany [AHC] – “The Playboys”, one of the first armed helicopter 
companies to see combat action in the Vietnam War.  The 334th companies to see combat action in the Vietnam War.  The 334th 
arrived in-country in 25 July 1962 at Bien Hoa, Dong Nai Prov-arrived in-country in 25 July 1962 at Bien Hoa, Dong Nai Prov-
ince, South Vietnam, and served until 1972.ince, South Vietnam, and served until 1972.

  	     	   

U.S. Army 334th Armed Helicopter Company–“The Playboys”.U.S. Army 334th Armed Helicopter Company–“The Playboys”.
The Playboy Bunny logo also appeared on the in-country The Playboy Bunny logo also appeared on the in-country 

Plaques Of Appreciation issued by the 334th as on the plaque Plaques Of Appreciation issued by the 334th as on the plaque 
presented to Australian civilian journalist Dennis Stanley Gib-presented to Australian civilian journalist Dennis Stanley Gib-
bons [23 August 1937 – 21 November 2011].  Gibbons, 27, a bons [23 August 1937 – 21 November 2011].  Gibbons, 27, a 
veteran of the Australian Army, arrived in South Vietnam in Jan-veteran of the Australian Army, arrived in South Vietnam in Jan-
uary 1966 as a civilian photojournalist initially for The Fairfax uary 1966 as a civilian photojournalist initially for The Fairfax 
Press and later for United Press International.  Over the next five Press and later for United Press International.  Over the next five 
years, Gibbons photographed the tours of 9 separate Australian years, Gibbons photographed the tours of 9 separate Australian 
infantry units including the 7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regi-infantry units including the 7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regi-
ment’s (7RAR) first combat mission code-named OPERATION ment’s (7RAR) first combat mission code-named OPERATION 
FINSCHHAFEN as well as other operations by the 334th.  In FINSCHHAFEN as well as other operations by the 334th.  In 
November 1970, by then having covered the Vietnam War for 5 November 1970, by then having covered the Vietnam War for 5 
years and being wounded 5 separate times, Gibbons was travel-years and being wounded 5 separate times, Gibbons was travel-
ling in an Australian armored personnel carrier when it hit an ling in an Australian armored personnel carrier when it hit an 
enemy land mine.  Seriously wounded, Gibbons was medically enemy land mine.  Seriously wounded, Gibbons was medically 
evacuated back to Australia.  After his recuperation, Gibbons evacuated back to Australia.  After his recuperation, Gibbons 
returned to civilian journalism while lobbying the Australian returned to civilian journalism while lobbying the Australian 
government to publicly acknowledge the civilian correspondents government to publicly acknowledge the civilian correspondents 

who died while covering the Vietnam War for Australia as well as who died while covering the Vietnam War for Australia as well as 
those killed in other post-Vietnam War era conflicts.  Gibbons died those killed in other post-Vietnam War era conflicts.  Gibbons died 
in 2011 at the age of 74 from cancer.in 2011 at the age of 74 from cancer.

  	  	     

Gibbons – Correspondent.        334th Plaque Of AppreciationGibbons – Correspondent.        334th Plaque Of Appreciation
  

The Playboy Club near the main gate – Tan Son Nhut Air Base, The Playboy Club near the main gate – Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 
Saigon, 1968.Saigon, 1968.

[Photo by Charles Penley and Bob Laymon, Tan Son Nhut Air [Photo by Charles Penley and Bob Laymon, Tan Son Nhut Air 
Base Building FacilitiesBase Building Facilities

1 May 1968 – 30 April 1973].1 May 1968 – 30 April 1973].
In 1967, sailors from the Navy Amphibious Assault Ship USS In 1967, sailors from the Navy Amphibious Assault Ship USS 

Tripoli (LPH-10) – a veteran of 3 Vietnam War deployments be-Tripoli (LPH-10) – a veteran of 3 Vietnam War deployments be-
tween 1967 and 1970, arranged for the Playboy Bunny logo to be tween 1967 and 1970, arranged for the Playboy Bunny logo to be 
painted on the stern of the ship, seen here off the coast of South painted on the stern of the ship, seen here off the coast of South 
Vietnam.  In a similar format, 4 sailors from the U.S. Navy Attack Vietnam.  In a similar format, 4 sailors from the U.S. Navy Attack 
Transport Ship USS Paul Revere (APA-248) – nicknamed the “Pe-Transport Ship USS Paul Revere (APA-248) – nicknamed the “Pe-
ter Rabbit” – were reported to have also painted a Playboy Bunny ter Rabbit” – were reported to have also painted a Playboy Bunny 
on the stern of the ship.on the stern of the ship.

  

USS Tripoli (LPH-10).USS Tripoli (LPH-10).

  

USS Paul Revere (APA-248) – The “Peter Rabbit” USS Paul Revere (APA-248) – The “Peter Rabbit” 
[aka: The “Playboy Bunny”].[aka: The “Playboy Bunny”].

A Navy F-4J Phantom fighter jet [No. 155539], built in 1968 and A Navy F-4J Phantom fighter jet [No. 155539], built in 1968 and 
flown in combat during the Vietnam War, was initially converted flown in combat during the Vietnam War, was initially converted 
after the war into an F-4S model, and later again converted to a after the war into an F-4S model, and later again converted to a 
F-J-33-MC model.  In 1981 the fighter jet was again reconfigured F-J-33-MC model.  In 1981 the fighter jet was again reconfigured 
a third time, painted black with the white-colored Playboy Bunny a third time, painted black with the white-colored Playboy Bunny 
logo on the tail section, renamed “The Black Bunny” and then as-logo on the tail section, renamed “The Black Bunny” and then as-
signed to the Navy’s Air Test And Evaluation Squadron VX-4 – signed to the Navy’s Air Test And Evaluation Squadron VX-4 – 
“The Evaluators” – at Naval Air Station Point Mugu in Oxnard, “The Evaluators” – at Naval Air Station Point Mugu in Oxnard, 
California.  In 1986, it was stored at Davis-Monthan Air Force California.  In 1986, it was stored at Davis-Monthan Air Force 
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Base – “The Boneyard” [an open-air desert storage facility in Tuc-Base – “The Boneyard” [an open-air desert storage facility in Tuc-
son, Arizona].  In 2022, it was towed to the Pima Air And Space son, Arizona].  In 2022, it was towed to the Pima Air And Space 
Museum in Tucson where it was converted for static display.  In Museum in Tucson where it was converted for static display.  In 
2023, it was finally installed for public viewing at Castle Air Mu-2023, it was finally installed for public viewing at Castle Air Mu-
seum in Atwater, California.  Since then, other Navy and Marine seum in Atwater, California.  Since then, other Navy and Marine 
Corps F-4’s also wore the Playboy Bunny logo.Corps F-4’s also wore the Playboy Bunny logo.

  

“The Black Bunny”.“The Black Bunny”.
Notwithstanding the above examples, it is reported the most pop-Notwithstanding the above examples, it is reported the most pop-

ular Playboy related event during the Vietnam War began at West ular Playboy related event during the Vietnam War began at West 
Point in 1964.  As outlined in the article titled “Playmate First Point in 1964.  As outlined in the article titled “Playmate First 
Class: Jo Collins In Vietnam” which appeared in the May 1966 is-Class: Jo Collins In Vietnam” which appeared in the May 1966 is-
sue of Playboy Magazine, West Point Academy Cadet John “Jack” sue of Playboy Magazine, West Point Academy Cadet John “Jack” 
Stalker Price graduated from the academy in June 1964, was com-Stalker Price graduated from the academy in June 1964, was com-
missioned an Army Second Lieutenant and then deployed to war in missioned an Army Second Lieutenant and then deployed to war in 
South Vietnam.  At about the same time, Playboy Magazine began South Vietnam.  At about the same time, Playboy Magazine began 
a special promotional offer wherein anyone purchasing a new life-a special promotional offer wherein anyone purchasing a new life-
time subscription to Playboy Magazine would have their first issue time subscription to Playboy Magazine would have their first issue 
delivered in person by a Playboy Playmate.  [Other sources report delivered in person by a Playboy Playmate.  [Other sources report 
the special promotion was available only to new lifetime subscrib-the special promotion was available only to new lifetime subscrib-
ers residing in a city having with an existing Playboy Club].ers residing in a city having with an existing Playboy Club].
  	  	    	   	

    

 Price                  May 1966                Paladino Price                  May 1966                Paladino
On 13 November 1965, Price, 23 – by then an airborne quali-On 13 November 1965, Price, 23 – by then an airborne quali-

fied infantry officer attached to B Company [the Bravo Bulls], 2nd fied infantry officer attached to B Company [the Bravo Bulls], 2nd 
Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) and Battalion, 503rd Infantry, 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) and 
stationed at Bien Hoa, South Vietnam – dictated a letter to Law-stationed at Bien Hoa, South Vietnam – dictated a letter to Law-
rence “Larry” Paladino, Sr., 22, Army Specialist 4th Class, Com-rence “Larry” Paladino, Sr., 22, Army Specialist 4th Class, Com-
pany Clerk / Radioman, addressed to Hefner.  The letter included pany Clerk / Radioman, addressed to Hefner.  The letter included 
a money order in the amount of $150.00 for a lifetime subscription a money order in the amount of $150.00 for a lifetime subscription 
to be issued to B Company and informed Hefner that the soldiers to be issued to B Company and informed Hefner that the soldiers 
in his unit had voted Jo Collins as their No. 1 Playboy Playmate in his unit had voted Jo Collins as their No. 1 Playboy Playmate 
and All-American girl.  Additionally, Collins was honored by the and All-American girl.  Additionally, Collins was honored by the 
soldiers by having her centerfold permanently put on display on soldiers by having her centerfold permanently put on display on 
one of the wooden walls of the B Company Post Exchange.  Col-one of the wooden walls of the B Company Post Exchange.  Col-
lins, [born “Janet Canoy” on 5 August 1945 in Lebanon, Oregon, lins, [born “Janet Canoy” on 5 August 1945 in Lebanon, Oregon, 
and later known as “Jo Howard”], initially appeared in the Decem-and later known as “Jo Howard”], initially appeared in the Decem-
ber 1964 issue of Playboy as the Playmate Of The Month and later ber 1964 issue of Playboy as the Playmate Of The Month and later 
in the August 1965 issue as the 1965 Playmate Of The Year.in the August 1965 issue as the 1965 Playmate Of The Year.

  	  	    	      	   

December 1964         Collins – 1965         August 1965December 1964         Collins – 1965         August 1965

At the time, Collins was also pursuing a film career where she was At the time, Collins was also pursuing a film career where she was 
credited with appearing in a series of movies [i.e., How To Stuff A credited with appearing in a series of movies [i.e., How To Stuff A 
Wild Bikini (1965), Sergeant Dead Head (1965), Ski Party (1965), Wild Bikini (1965), Sergeant Dead Head (1965), Ski Party (1965), 
Fireball 500 (1966) and Lord Love A Duck (1966)].  According-Fireball 500 (1966) and Lord Love A Duck (1966)].  According-
ly, Price’s letter asked Hefner to arrange for Collins to make the ly, Price’s letter asked Hefner to arrange for Collins to make the 
promised Playmate delivery in person – in South Vietnam.  The promised Playmate delivery in person – in South Vietnam.  The 
letter was signed by Price.  Below Price’s name, Paladino added letter was signed by Price.  Below Price’s name, Paladino added 
the title “Bunny Project Officer”.  Months later on 3 January 1966, the title “Bunny Project Officer”.  Months later on 3 January 1966, 
while leading an assault on an enemy position across a rice paddy, while leading an assault on an enemy position across a rice paddy, 
Price was subsequently shot and hospitalized at the Army’s 3rd Price was subsequently shot and hospitalized at the Army’s 3rd 
Surgical Hospital (Mobile) at Bien Hoa with a bullet wound to his Surgical Hospital (Mobile) at Bien Hoa with a bullet wound to his 
left arm which shattered his arm’s bones and which would require left arm which shattered his arm’s bones and which would require 
multiple surgeries.multiple surgeries.
When the letter was delivered to the Playboy Magazine’s head-When the letter was delivered to the Playboy Magazine’s head-

quarters in Chicago, Illinois, it was delegated to Nelson Futch, quarters in Chicago, Illinois, it was delegated to Nelson Futch, 
Director Of Playboy Promotions, who after reading the letter rec-Director Of Playboy Promotions, who after reading the letter rec-
ommended – and Hefner concurred – that the Playboy Magazine’s ommended – and Hefner concurred – that the Playboy Magazine’s 
offer of a Playmate delivering in person the first issue of a new offer of a Playmate delivering in person the first issue of a new 
lifetime subscription should be honored – even if it meant going to lifetime subscription should be honored – even if it meant going to 
a war zone in Southeast Asia to deliver it.  As the necessary travel a war zone in Southeast Asia to deliver it.  As the necessary travel 
plan approvals were held up by the State Department, Department plan approvals were held up by the State Department, Department 
Of Defense and the Pentagon’s Public Affairs Office – Futch was Of Defense and the Pentagon’s Public Affairs Office – Futch was 
informed the medical staff at the Army’s 3rd Surgical Hospital informed the medical staff at the Army’s 3rd Surgical Hospital 
were set to medically evacuate Price back to the United States on were set to medically evacuate Price back to the United States on 
13 January 1966.  It was then Playboy decided to not wait any 13 January 1966.  It was then Playboy decided to not wait any 
longer and simply booked the necessary flight to Saigon on a Pan longer and simply booked the necessary flight to Saigon on a Pan 
American Airlines [Pan Am] flight.American Airlines [Pan Am] flight.
After arranging their in-country travel plans with the help of After arranging their in-country travel plans with the help of 

the United Service Organizations (USO), on 9 January 1966, a the United Service Organizations (USO), on 9 January 1966, a 
3-person Playboy Magazine entourage [i.e., The Playboy Group] 3-person Playboy Magazine entourage [i.e., The Playboy Group] 
consisting of Collins, Joyce Chalecki [Playboy’s Playmate And consisting of Collins, Joyce Chalecki [Playboy’s Playmate And 
Bunny Promotion Coordinator and Acting Chaperone] and Larry Bunny Promotion Coordinator and Acting Chaperone] and Larry 
Dale Gordon [Staff Photographer] departed from San Francisco Dale Gordon [Staff Photographer] departed from San Francisco 
Airport, California towards South Vietnam.Airport, California towards South Vietnam.
After an 18-hour flight, the Playboy Group landed at Tan Son After an 18-hour flight, the Playboy Group landed at Tan Son 

Nhat Air Base, Saigon, South Vietnam, where they were greet-Nhat Air Base, Saigon, South Vietnam, where they were greet-
ed by Army Lieutenant Clancey Johnson and Private First Class ed by Army Lieutenant Clancey Johnson and Private First Class 
Marvin Hudson, both from B Company.  After setting up their Marvin Hudson, both from B Company.  After setting up their 
base of operation at the Embassy Hotel in downtown Saigon, the base of operation at the Embassy Hotel in downtown Saigon, the 
Playboy Group changing into standard olive drab combat fatigues, Playboy Group changing into standard olive drab combat fatigues, 
put on flak jackets and then boarded “The Playboy Special”, an put on flak jackets and then boarded “The Playboy Special”, an 
Army UH-1 Huey helicopter specially named in Collins honor Army UH-1 Huey helicopter specially named in Collins honor 
and adorned with a Playboy Bunny logo and names painted on the and adorned with a Playboy Bunny logo and names painted on the 
side of the helicopter.  Along with their now ever-present Military side of the helicopter.  Along with their now ever-present Military 
Police escorts, “The Playboy Special” lifted off and was enroute Police escorts, “The Playboy Special” lifted off and was enroute 
to the 173rd Airborne Brigade Headquarters at the Bien Hoa Air to the 173rd Airborne Brigade Headquarters at the Bien Hoa Air 
Base while escorted by 3 fully armed UH-1 Huey helicopter gun-Base while escorted by 3 fully armed UH-1 Huey helicopter gun-
ships, each with a crew of 4 soldiers [i.e., Pilot, Co-Pilot, Crew ships, each with a crew of 4 soldiers [i.e., Pilot, Co-Pilot, Crew 
Chief and Door Gunner].Chief and Door Gunner].

  	     	   
	 Embassy Hotel 	  UH-1 Huey Helicopter	 Embassy Hotel 	  UH-1 Huey Helicopter
			   “The Playboy Special” 1966.			   “The Playboy Special” 1966.
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The Bien Hoa Air Base was originally established and construct-The Bien Hoa Air Base was originally established and construct-

ed by the French Air Force in February 1953.  In December 1961, ed by the French Air Force in February 1953.  In December 1961, 
while under the leadership of the U.S. Military Assistance Adviso-while under the leadership of the U.S. Military Assistance Adviso-
ry Group (MAAG) Vietnam, a unit of U.S. Navy SeaBees oversaw ry Group (MAAG) Vietnam, a unit of U.S. Navy SeaBees oversaw 
the up-grade of the air base with a new and longer concrete runway the up-grade of the air base with a new and longer concrete runway 
in order to accommodate the American fighter jets and bombers as in order to accommodate the American fighter jets and bombers as 
well as military transport airplanes as those which between 3 to 6 well as military transport airplanes as those which between 3 to 6 
May 1965 transported the cadre and equipment of the 173rd from May 1965 transported the cadre and equipment of the 173rd from 
Okinawa to Bien Hoa after which the 173rd set out to secure the Okinawa to Bien Hoa after which the 173rd set out to secure the 
airbase, the surrounding areas and the port of Vũng Tàu.  Thereaf-airbase, the surrounding areas and the port of Vũng Tàu.  Thereaf-
ter, the 173rd was engaged in multiple combat operations includ-ter, the 173rd was engaged in multiple combat operations includ-
ing having to engage the enemy in the Plain Of Reeds.ing having to engage the enemy in the Plain Of Reeds.
By this time, the soldiers and the press had given Collins two By this time, the soldiers and the press had given Collins two 

nicknames.  First, there was “PFC [Playmate First Class] Collins”.  nicknames.  First, there was “PFC [Playmate First Class] Collins”.  
And second, there was “G.I. Jo”, a takeoff from both the World And second, there was “G.I. Jo”, a takeoff from both the World 
War II acronym for “Government Issue” and a copy of the name War II acronym for “Government Issue” and a copy of the name 
used for the original 1964 military action figures manufactured by used for the original 1964 military action figures manufactured by 
The Hasbro Toy Company.The Hasbro Toy Company.
Collins then proceeded to the surgical ward on base and found Collins then proceeded to the surgical ward on base and found 

Price where she then delivered – in person and as promised – the Price where she then delivered – in person and as promised – the 
first Playboy magazine issue of B Company’s lifetime subscrip-first Playboy magazine issue of B Company’s lifetime subscrip-
tion.  Later, Collins visited with other soldiers in the recovery ward tion.  Later, Collins visited with other soldiers in the recovery ward 
at the base hospital.at the base hospital.

  	  	     
    Price And Collins.        Collins Visiting Wounded Soldiers.    Price And Collins.        Collins Visiting Wounded Soldiers.
The Playboy group then shared lunch with the soldiers of B Com-The Playboy group then shared lunch with the soldiers of B Com-

pany at Camp Zinn – the B Company’s base camp named after pany at Camp Zinn – the B Company’s base camp named after 
Ronald Lloyd Zinn, West Point – Class of 1962, 26, Army 1st Ronald Lloyd Zinn, West Point – Class of 1962, 26, Army 1st 
Lieutenant, Infantry Unit Commander, and prior participant in the Lieutenant, Infantry Unit Commander, and prior participant in the 
1960 [Rome, Italy] and 1964 [Tokyo, Japan] Summer Olympics 1960 [Rome, Italy] and 1964 [Tokyo, Japan] Summer Olympics 
representing the United States in race walking.  Zinn was killed representing the United States in race walking.  Zinn was killed 
in combat on 7 July 1965 in War Zone D, north of the Dong Nai in combat on 7 July 1965 in War Zone D, north of the Dong Nai 
River and northwest of Bien Hoa.  Collins then ventured to the River and northwest of Bien Hoa.  Collins then ventured to the 
Post Exchange and autographed her famous centerfold.Post Exchange and autographed her famous centerfold.

  

Collins Autographing Her 1964 Centerfold.Collins Autographing Her 1964 Centerfold.
The following day, the Playboy Group flew to the Army Special The following day, the Playboy Group flew to the Army Special 

Forces Camp atop the “Black Virgin Mountain”, a 3,200-foot-high Forces Camp atop the “Black Virgin Mountain”, a 3,200-foot-high 
mountain top communications outpost at Nui Ba Den, manned by mountain top communications outpost at Nui Ba Den, manned by 
Green Beret soldiers and the 3rd Mobile Strike Force Command.  Green Beret soldiers and the 3rd Mobile Strike Force Command.  
Collins was then bestowed an “honorary green beret”.  The “Play-Collins was then bestowed an “honorary green beret”.  The “Play-
boy Special” Huey then flew to the Special Forces Camp (A-341) boy Special” Huey then flew to the Special Forces Camp (A-341) 
at Bu Dop located near the Cambodian border where she met with at Bu Dop located near the Cambodian border where she met with 
U.S. Army 5th Special Forces Group advisors and the village chief U.S. Army 5th Special Forces Group advisors and the village chief 
along with his two wives.  On Wednesday – 13 January 1966, along with his two wives.  On Wednesday – 13 January 1966, 
the final day of the Playboy Group’s in-country tour, Collins and the final day of the Playboy Group’s in-country tour, Collins and 

others flew to Vũng Tàu, a coastal village on the Mekong Delta others flew to Vũng Tàu, a coastal village on the Mekong Delta 
where American military personnel would visit for a few days of where American military personnel would visit for a few days of 
in-country rest and recreation.  The group them met with Army in-country rest and recreation.  The group them met with Army 
Brigadier General Ellis Warner “Butch” Williamson [4 June 1918 Brigadier General Ellis Warner “Butch” Williamson [4 June 1918 
– 28 January 2007], a World War II and Korean War veteran and – 28 January 2007], a World War II and Korean War veteran and 
Commander of the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), who pre-Commander of the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), who pre-
sented Collins with a plaque of appreciation, named her an honor-sented Collins with a plaque of appreciation, named her an honor-
ary airborne Sky Soldier and then issued a special 24-hour leave to ary airborne Sky Soldier and then issued a special 24-hour leave to 
all B Company lifetime subscribers in order for them to personally all B Company lifetime subscribers in order for them to personally 
met with their favorite Playmate.  The soldiers and commanders of met with their favorite Playmate.  The soldiers and commanders of 
B Company then renamed themselves: “The Playboy Company".B Company then renamed themselves: “The Playboy Company".

  

Collins At A In-Country Playboy Lounge.Collins At A In-Country Playboy Lounge.
Upon their departure from South Vietnam, and while on their re-Upon their departure from South Vietnam, and while on their re-

turn flight stateside, the Playboy Group made a stopover at Hono-turn flight stateside, the Playboy Group made a stopover at Hono-
lulu, Hawaii, in order to visit wounded soldiers at Tripler Army lulu, Hawaii, in order to visit wounded soldiers at Tripler Army 
Hospital and to pay their respects at the Battleship USS Arizona Hospital and to pay their respects at the Battleship USS Arizona 
(BB-39) World War II Memorial at Pearl Harbor.  While there, (BB-39) World War II Memorial at Pearl Harbor.  While there, 
Collins received a telephone call from William Averill Harri-Collins received a telephone call from William Averill Harri-
man [15 November 1891 – 26 July 1986], the U.S. Ambassador man [15 November 1891 – 26 July 1986], the U.S. Ambassador 
At Large, who called on behalf of David Dean Rusk [9 February At Large, who called on behalf of David Dean Rusk [9 February 
1909 – 20 December 1994], the U.S. Secretary Of State, to thank 1909 – 20 December 1994], the U.S. Secretary Of State, to thank 
her and the Playboy Group for having visited the American troops her and the Playboy Group for having visited the American troops 
in-country and in Hawaii.  Upon her return to the con U.S., Collins in-country and in Hawaii.  Upon her return to the con U.S., Collins 
continued to be in the news.  She appeared in Playboy again in the continued to be in the news.  She appeared in Playboy again in the 
December 1979 issue regarding a pictorial titled “Playmate En-December 1979 issue regarding a pictorial titled “Playmate En-
core: Your All Time Favorites Look Better Than Ever!”.  In 1970, core: Your All Time Favorites Look Better Than Ever!”.  In 1970, 
Collins married professional baseball player and pitcher Robert Collins married professional baseball player and pitcher Robert 
“Bo” Belinsky [7 December 1936 – 23 November 2001].  In 1972, “Bo” Belinsky [7 December 1936 – 23 November 2001].  In 1972, 
Playboy Enterprises hired Collins as a “Bunny Mother” supervis-Playboy Enterprises hired Collins as a “Bunny Mother” supervis-
ing Playboy Playmates and other employees at the Chicago Play-ing Playboy Playmates and other employees at the Chicago Play-
boy Club.  Collins and Belinsky divorced 5 years later in 1975.boy Club.  Collins and Belinsky divorced 5 years later in 1975.

  	     	   

            

December 1979                        Belinsky 1963.December 1979                        Belinsky 1963.
In 1998, Collins reunited one last time with Price for an online In 1998, Collins reunited one last time with Price for an online 

interview with Playboy fans, revisiting the unique story that had interview with Playboy fans, revisiting the unique story that had 
connected them 3 decades earlier.  This reunion highlighted the connected them 3 decades earlier.  This reunion highlighted the 
enduring impact the trip to South Vietnam had made on Collins enduring impact the trip to South Vietnam had made on Collins 
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and the other members of The Playboy Group, their careers and and the other members of The Playboy Group, their careers and 
the friendships formed along the way.  Sadly, Price died on 4 April the friendships formed along the way.  Sadly, Price died on 4 April 
2018 at the age of 76 and is buried at the U.S. Military Academy 2018 at the age of 76 and is buried at the U.S. Military Academy 
Cemetery.  The soldier who typed Price’s letter to Playboy Maga-Cemetery.  The soldier who typed Price’s letter to Playboy Maga-
zine – Paladino – later died on 23 October 2021 at the age of 73 zine – Paladino – later died on 23 October 2021 at the age of 73 
and is buried at the Maryland Veterans Cemetery in Crownsville, and is buried at the Maryland Veterans Cemetery in Crownsville, 
Maryland.  Collins later starred in 2 Playboy film productions ti-Maryland.  Collins later starred in 2 Playboy film productions ti-
tled “Playboy: 50 Years Of Playmates” (2004); and “Hugh Hefner: tled “Playboy: 50 Years Of Playmates” (2004); and “Hugh Hefner: 
Girlfriends, Wives And Centerfolds” (2006).  Collins also wrote a Girlfriends, Wives And Centerfolds” (2006).  Collins also wrote a 
2025 book titled “Non-Directive Coaching To Support Well Be-2025 book titled “Non-Directive Coaching To Support Well Be-
ing: The Impact Of Coaching On The Well Being Of Informal ing: The Impact Of Coaching On The Well Being Of Informal 
Cancer Carers”.Cancer Carers”.

  	  	     

Collins – 1979                          Collins – 2020.Collins – 1979                          Collins – 2020.
As outlined above, the Playboy Bunny logo appeared throughout As outlined above, the Playboy Bunny logo appeared throughout 

the American military infrastructure in South Vietnam, so much the American military infrastructure in South Vietnam, so much 
so that the veterans of B Company, 173rd Airborne Brigade (Sep-so that the veterans of B Company, 173rd Airborne Brigade (Sep-
arate) continue to believe the 1966 visit and subsequent stories arate) continue to believe the 1966 visit and subsequent stories 
of The Playboy Group inspired Francis Ford Coppola to include of The Playboy Group inspired Francis Ford Coppola to include 
this iconic business empire, logo and its Playmates in his Oscar-this iconic business empire, logo and its Playmates in his Oscar-
winning 1979 movie “Apocalypse Now”.  Therefore, it is recom-winning 1979 movie “Apocalypse Now”.  Therefore, it is recom-
mended that you watch this movie – for either the 1st or 100th time mended that you watch this movie – for either the 1st or 100th time 
– and then answer this question:– and then answer this question:

“… So, how many Playboy Bunnies did you see in the Vietnam “… So, how many Playboy Bunnies did you see in the Vietnam 
War? …”.War? …”.

  

[All Playboy Magazines listed from December 1964 – December [All Playboy Magazines listed from December 1964 – December 
1979, the Playboy Club International Key Card as well as the Bo 1979, the Playboy Club International Key Card as well as the Bo 
Belinsky baseball card as used in this article are from the personal Belinsky baseball card as used in this article are from the personal 
collections of Joseph Montoya].collections of Joseph Montoya].
The original version of this article first appeared in the VVA The original version of this article first appeared in the VVA 

Chapter 526 meeting agenda of 4 September 2025.Chapter 526 meeting agenda of 4 September 2025.

Chapter 982Chapter 982
A Partnership FundraiserA Partnership Fundraiser
On September 26th, Chapter 982 enjoyed a partnership fundrais-On September 26th, Chapter 982 enjoyed a partnership fundrais-

ing event with the Central Coast non-profit organization, Welcome ing event with the Central Coast non-profit organization, Welcome 
Home Military Heroes (https://www.welcomehomemilitaryheroes.Home Military Heroes (https://www.welcomehomemilitaryheroes.
org/). This organization is dedicated to showing honor, respect and org/). This organization is dedicated to showing honor, respect and 
gratitude to our veterans, currently serving, those who have served gratitude to our veterans, currently serving, those who have served 
and those who paid the ultimate price for our freedoms. They have and those who paid the ultimate price for our freedoms. They have 

many missions, and our Chapter participates where it is possible.many missions, and our Chapter participates where it is possible.
Of course, the success of their missions and those of Chapter Of course, the success of their missions and those of Chapter 

982 require fundraising. Welcome Home Military Heroes has in 982 require fundraising. Welcome Home Military Heroes has in 
the past worked with other organizations, but early this year, our the past worked with other organizations, but early this year, our 
Chapter proposed working with them in partnership to hold a Vet-Chapter proposed working with them in partnership to hold a Vet-
erans Golf Classic “Tee Up For Veterans” tournament at the very erans Golf Classic “Tee Up For Veterans” tournament at the very 
popular and exclusive Santa Maria Country Club. The event sold popular and exclusive Santa Maria Country Club. The event sold 
out with 114 golfers, and several sponsors. It was fun and profit-out with 114 golfers, and several sponsors. It was fun and profit-
able allowing both organizations to fund many of their missions able allowing both organizations to fund many of their missions 
for 2026.for 2026.
One element of the fundraising was One element of the fundraising was 

the Golf Ball Drop where 300 golf the Golf Ball Drop where 300 golf 
balls sold at $20 each were dropped by balls sold at $20 each were dropped by 
one of our VVA members from a heli-one of our VVA members from a heli-
copter over a hole. On the drop shown copter over a hole. On the drop shown 
in the photo, one lucky winner whose in the photo, one lucky winner whose 
ball went into the hole, earned a $500 ball went into the hole, earned a $500 
prize. The ball furthest from the hole prize. The ball furthest from the hole 
earned a winner $100.earned a winner $100.
Chapter 982 looks forward to future Chapter 982 looks forward to future 

partnership opportunities with Wel-partnership opportunities with Wel-
come Home Military Heroes.come Home Military Heroes.

2025 Scholarship Program Recipients2025 Scholarship Program Recipients
At the June 14th General MeetingAt the June 14th General Meeting

Penny Chamousis reviewed the success of this year’s Scholar-Penny Chamousis reviewed the success of this year’s Scholar-
ship Program. With the addition of funds contributed by the Rid-ship Program. With the addition of funds contributed by the Rid-
ers Group, four scholarships were awarded. The recipients of the ers Group, four scholarships were awarded. The recipients of the 
four high schools are: Kael Pike (son of retired Air Force veteran) four high schools are: Kael Pike (son of retired Air Force veteran) 

attended Delta, Dakota Jacobs attended Nipomo, Carley Christo-attended Delta, Dakota Jacobs attended Nipomo, Carley Christo-
pher attended Cabrillo and Kayce Van Horn attended Santa Maria pher attended Cabrillo and Kayce Van Horn attended Santa Maria 
High. Family and guests of the students were present and intro-High. Family and guests of the students were present and intro-
duced. Penny and Julie Wallace shared introductions and back-duced. Penny and Julie Wallace shared introductions and back-
grounds about the students. Each student presented their essay, grounds about the students. Each student presented their essay, 
received a Scholarship Award certificate, and a Chapter Challenge received a Scholarship Award certificate, and a Chapter Challenge 
Coin. The Chapter has awarded $65,000.00 in Scholarships since Coin. The Chapter has awarded $65,000.00 in Scholarships since 
20072007

Chapter 756Chapter 756
Freshman Congressman Derek Tran, Freshman Congressman Derek Tran, 

who represents California’s 45th con-who represents California’s 45th con-
gressional district in Orange County, gressional district in Orange County, 
was presented an official 50th anni-was presented an official 50th anni-
versary of the Vietnam War challenge versary of the Vietnam War challenge 
coin during a Memorial Day event at coin during a Memorial Day event at 
the Artesia Cemetery, on behalf of the Artesia Cemetery, on behalf of 
VVA Chapter 756, Long Beach. VVA Chapter 756, Long Beach. 
Rep. Tran is the third Vietnamese Rep. Tran is the third Vietnamese 
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American to be elected to Congress and the first to represent Cali-American to be elected to Congress and the first to represent Cali-
fornia. fornia. 
Tran is the son of Vietnamese refugees. His father fled Vietnam Tran is the son of Vietnamese refugees. His father fled Vietnam 

in 1975 after the fall of Saigon as a boat person. in 1975 after the fall of Saigon as a boat person. 
Tran served in the United States Army Reserve from 1998-2006 Tran served in the United States Army Reserve from 1998-2006 

and was a practicing attorney before being elected to Congress. and was a practicing attorney before being elected to Congress. 
Shown in photo is Tran and Brian Heyman, Chair, Government Shown in photo is Tran and Brian Heyman, Chair, Government 

Affairs, California State Council and Vice President, Chapter 756Affairs, California State Council and Vice President, Chapter 756

Chapter 201Chapter 201
MIA/POW CeremonyMIA/POW Ceremony
September 19 is recognized as a special day to honor the memo-September 19 is recognized as a special day to honor the memo-

ries and hold out hope for any MIA or POW, whether alive or ries and hold out hope for any MIA or POW, whether alive or 
deceased. The latest statistics show that there are between 80,000 deceased. The latest statistics show that there are between 80,000 
and 81,000 still missing. The breakdown is as follows:and 81,000 still missing. The breakdown is as follows:
​World War II                         73,000​World War II                         73,000
​Korean War                             7,400​Korean War                             7,400
​Vietnam War                           1,500​Vietnam War                           1,500
There is continued hope that we will be able to bring them home There is continued hope that we will be able to bring them home 

and provide a proper burial ceremony and closure for any families and provide a proper burial ceremony and closure for any families 
that are still alive. Chapter 201 is named after Darwin J. Thomas, that are still alive. Chapter 201 is named after Darwin J. Thomas, 
a pilot that was shot down early in the war and his remains have a pilot that was shot down early in the war and his remains have 
never been recovered. His flight helmet was located recently; there never been recovered. His flight helmet was located recently; there 
are no remains identified as of today. Our chapter, as well as his are no remains identified as of today. Our chapter, as well as his 
sister, Becky, continues to hold out hope that his remains can be sister, Becky, continues to hold out hope that his remains can be 
brought home soon.brought home soon.

On September 20, 2025, VVA Chap-On September 20, 2025, VVA Chap-
ter 201, along side AVVA Chapter ter 201, along side AVVA Chapter 
201 held a special ceremony at the 201 held a special ceremony at the 
Vietnamese American Community Vietnamese American Community 
Center in San Jose to honor and re-Center in San Jose to honor and re-
member not only our namesake, but member not only our namesake, but 
all missing in action and prisoners of all missing in action and prisoners of 
war.war.
Chapter 201 along side AVVA Chapter 201 along side AVVA 

Chapter 201 provided a color guard Chapter 201 provided a color guard 
to carry the American Flag, the South to carry the American Flag, the South 
Vietnamese Flag, POW/MIA Flag Vietnamese Flag, POW/MIA Flag 
and each of the chapter flags, fol-and each of the chapter flags, fol-
lowed by the pledge of allegiance and lowed by the pledge of allegiance and 

the American and South Vietnamese National Anthems.the American and South Vietnamese National Anthems.
As I attended this ceremony, I was As I attended this ceremony, I was 

struck with the fact that we have no struck with the fact that we have no 
accounting of the South Vietnamese accounting of the South Vietnamese 
missing in action and possible pris-missing in action and possible pris-
oners of war that still remain. This is oners of war that still remain. This is 
why this event was set up to honor why this event was set up to honor 

both countries both countries 
service members service members 
with a Missing with a Missing 
Man Table for the Man Table for the 
Americans and a Americans and a 
special missing special missing 

man table for the South Vietnamese soldiers. Chapter 201 con-man table for the South Vietnamese soldiers. Chapter 201 con-
ducted the missing man table ceremony followed by a variation ducted the missing man table ceremony followed by a variation 
from the South Vietnamese Community. It was a true time for re-from the South Vietnamese Community. It was a true time for re-
flection and remembrance of the sacrifice of so many young men flection and remembrance of the sacrifice of so many young men 
and women during the years of this conflict and the continued feel-and women during the years of this conflict and the continued feel-
ings of loss that carry through to today.ings of loss that carry through to today.
The ceremony was well attended with close to 100 people includ-The ceremony was well attended with close to 100 people includ-

ing County and State officials who honored VVA and AVVA with ing County and State officials who honored VVA and AVVA with 
special resolutions and certificates. These were presented to War-special resolutions and certificates. These were presented to War-
ren Finch, President of Chapter 201 and Cang Kim Dong, Presi-ren Finch, President of Chapter 201 and Cang Kim Dong, Presi-
dent of AVVA Chapter 201.dent of AVVA Chapter 201.
At the conclusion of the ceremony and after the colors were re-At the conclusion of the ceremony and after the colors were re-

tired, all of the guests were provided with a large buffet of food tired, all of the guests were provided with a large buffet of food 
prepared by our South Vietnamese friends and not only included prepared by our South Vietnamese friends and not only included 
American dishes such as fried chicken and mac and cheese, but American dishes such as fried chicken and mac and cheese, but 
also Vietnamese cuisine such as Spring Rolls, Pork, Noodles, etc.also Vietnamese cuisine such as Spring Rolls, Pork, Noodles, etc.
The attached pictures demonstrate the beauty and pageantry of The attached pictures demonstrate the beauty and pageantry of 

the event as well as a reminder of the sense of patriotism and dedi-the event as well as a reminder of the sense of patriotism and dedi-
cation the South Vietnamese Community in San Jose feel toward cation the South Vietnamese Community in San Jose feel toward 
our wonderful country..our wonderful country..

Chapter 47Chapter 47
Chapter participated in City of Ontario July 4th parade, chapter Chapter participated in City of Ontario July 4th parade, chapter 
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for the 3rd year was awarded trophy for best entry in  parade.for the 3rd year was awarded trophy for best entry in  parade.
In August the chapter awarded two $1500 dollar scholarships to In August the chapter awarded two $1500 dollar scholarships to 

high school seniors, Christian Gump, who is headed to Idaho and high school seniors, Christian Gump, who is headed to Idaho and 
Brianna Johnson who is heading to California Baptist University.Brianna Johnson who is heading to California Baptist University.
We continue to support 4 veterans village pantries at Beaumont, We continue to support 4 veterans village pantries at Beaumont, 

Loma Linda, March ARB, and Cathedral City, we will add a 5th Loma Linda, March ARB, and Cathedral City, we will add a 5th 
village soon as the City of Redlands village will open soon.village soon as the City of Redlands village will open soon.
Chapter will participate in Veterans Day parades on November Chapter will participate in Veterans Day parades on November 

8th in Riverside and November 11th in Redlands.8th in Riverside and November 11th in Redlands.
Chapteradvised CSC chapters of shopping programs through the Chapteradvised CSC chapters of shopping programs through the 

exchanges with Home Depot and advised them of free ticket pro-exchanges with Home Depot and advised them of free ticket pro-
gram with VETTIX.ORG.gram with VETTIX.ORG.

Chapter 582Chapter 582
Chapter 582 in association with Chico’s American Legion, Am-Chapter 582 in association with Chico’s American Legion, Am-

Vets, VFW, Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Butte Co. Vets, VFW, Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association, Butte Co. 
Stand Down and the DAV organized a 9/11 Veterans Appreciation Stand Down and the DAV organized a 9/11 Veterans Appreciation 
Day BBQ at the Chico VA Outpatient Clinic. Also participating in Day BBQ at the Chico VA Outpatient Clinic. Also participating in 
the event were sixteen community-based organizations along with the event were sixteen community-based organizations along with 
the Chico Fire Dept. and the Chico Police Department. The VA the Chico Fire Dept. and the Chico Police Department. The VA 
Site Manager reported that it was “a resounding success.”Site Manager reported that it was “a resounding success.”
582 also staged a POW/MIA Recognition Day awareness event 582 also staged a POW/MIA Recognition Day awareness event 

on 9/19. Four posters of local boys MIA were on display along on 9/19. Four posters of local boys MIA were on display along 
with a brief story of their service. The Missing Man table was also with a brief story of their service. The Missing Man table was also 
on display along with an explanation of what the items on the table on display along with an explanation of what the items on the table 
represented. Vietnam Remembrance Poppy’s and small flags were represented. Vietnam Remembrance Poppy’s and small flags were 
handed out to visitors.handed out to visitors.
On 10/9 the chapter cooked and fed veterans at the Butte County On 10/9 the chapter cooked and fed veterans at the Butte County 

Stand Down. The chapter also had an informational booth and Stand Down. The chapter also had an informational booth and 
handed out VN Remembrance Poppy’s and stars from a retired handed out VN Remembrance Poppy’s and stars from a retired 
US flag.US flag.
On 10/11 Chapter President Warren Roll, was a guest speaker at On 10/11 Chapter President Warren Roll, was a guest speaker at 

the Oroville Hmong New Year.  Roll spoke of the importance the the Oroville Hmong New Year.  Roll spoke of the importance the 

Hmong soldiers played in fighting the secret war and fighting for Hmong soldiers played in fighting the secret war and fighting for 
their country’s freedom alongside US troops. He expressed grati-their country’s freedom alongside US troops. He expressed grati-
tude to the Hmong’s and welcomed them to their new home.tude to the Hmong’s and welcomed them to their new home.
Saturday October 18, VVA will participate, along with other vet-Saturday October 18, VVA will participate, along with other vet-

eran organizations, in Chico’s Parade of Lights to raise community eran organizations, in Chico’s Parade of Lights to raise community 
awareness to Chico’s proud veteran community.  awareness to Chico’s proud veteran community.  

Chapter 1147, North San DiegoChapter 1147, North San Diego
We have 72 members with about 20 active.We have 72 members with about 20 active.
We participated in the Escondido Grape Day event on September We participated in the Escondido Grape Day event on September 

13, using the festival as a recruiting  event and advising of VA 13, using the festival as a recruiting  event and advising of VA 
Benefits.Benefits.
We have a Recruiting and Information table at Cruising Grand in We have a Recruiting and Information table at Cruising Grand in 

Escondido, weekly from April to September.Escondido, weekly from April to September.
We attended the 50th anniversary of Operation “Frequent Wind”, We attended the 50th anniversary of Operation “Frequent Wind”, 

the evacuation of Vietnamese refugees from Saigon, at the USS the evacuation of Vietnamese refugees from Saigon, at the USS 
Midway Museum in San Diego.Midway Museum in San Diego.
We also have several Veterans Day events planned, VetFest in We also have several Veterans Day events planned, VetFest in 

Escondido with a parade, and several local Veterans Day ceremo-Escondido with a parade, and several local Veterans Day ceremo-
nies.nies.
Reminder! There is a special birthday on November 10th, the Reminder! There is a special birthday on November 10th, the 

250th Birthday of the United States Marine Corps.250th Birthday of the United States Marine Corps.

Chapter 53Chapter 53
Members continue to grieve the loss of our long time newsletter Members continue to grieve the loss of our long time newsletter 

(LZ 53) editor Steve Mandel passed away on July 1st, 2025.  Steve (LZ 53) editor Steve Mandel passed away on July 1st, 2025.  Steve 
was a long time member of our Chapter and a proud Huey Crew was a long time member of our Chapter and a proud Huey Crew 
Chief.Chief.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: A plaque of appreciation named SPECIAL PRESENTATION: A plaque of appreciation named 

the Above and Beyond Award was presented and sponsored by the Above and Beyond Award was presented and sponsored by 
the Chapter Officers to Tom Frew, Jennifer Olvera and their the Chapter Officers to Tom Frew, Jennifer Olvera and their 
Green Hills Team of Green Hills Memorial Park, Rancho Palos Green Hills Team of Green Hills Memorial Park, Rancho Palos 
Verdes,California as over Memorial Weekend 2025,  Green Hills Verdes,California as over Memorial Weekend 2025,  Green Hills 
went above and beyond establishing a magnificent monument rec-went above and beyond establishing a magnificent monument rec-
ognizing Vietnam War Veterans in conjunction with the 50 year ognizing Vietnam War Veterans in conjunction with the 50 year 
anniversary of the end of the war.anniversary of the end of the war.
Chapter Members attended a rally at the Long Beach VA Hos-Chapter Members attended a rally at the Long Beach VA Hos-

pital in protest of the possible privatizing of the Veterans Health pital in protest of the possible privatizing of the Veterans Health 
services and removing employees of the Veterans Administration.  services and removing employees of the Veterans Administration.  
Our President Wild noted the Deputy of Veterans Affairs (Paul Our President Wild noted the Deputy of Veterans Affairs (Paul 
Lawrence) recently spoke at the VVA National Convention and Lawrence) recently spoke at the VVA National Convention and 
made no comments about privatizing.  Comments ensued from made no comments about privatizing.  Comments ensued from 
members.members.
Purple Heart Day:  Our member Dick Amemiya reported that the Purple Heart Day:  Our member Dick Amemiya reported that the 

Torrance City Council voted August 7th as Purple Heart Day.Torrance City Council voted August 7th as Purple Heart Day.
National Convention Delegates, Thom Kaehler, John Masaki, National Convention Delegates, Thom Kaehler, John Masaki, 

and Dennis Wild gave an extensive report on the VVA National and Dennis Wild gave an extensive report on the VVA National 
Convention in New Orleans dated August 5 to 9, 2025.  Topics Convention in New Orleans dated August 5 to 9, 2025.  Topics 
included PTSD breakthroughs, Veterans Benefits, Agent Orange, included PTSD breakthroughs, Veterans Benefits, Agent Orange, 
convention details, VVA Legacy  Society (rejected), procedural convention details, VVA Legacy  Society (rejected), procedural 
issues and parliamentary rules.  It was noted that much time was issues and parliamentary rules.  It was noted that much time was 
spent on the name “Society” and it was determined it was a re-spent on the name “Society” and it was determined it was a re-
corded name, yet there was no support to change VVA at this time.   corded name, yet there was no support to change VVA at this time.   
The new National President is Tom Burke of Ohio.  John Rill-The new National President is Tom Burke of Ohio.  John Rill-
ing III of Michigan was elected as VVA Vice-President.  Chapter ing III of Michigan was elected as VVA Vice-President.  Chapter 
member Bill Broyles was the keynote speaker, Tony Cordero of member Bill Broyles was the keynote speaker, Tony Cordero of 



VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, INC., CALIFORNIA STATE COUNCIL - FALL 2025

Fall 2025 page eight

Sons and Daughters in Touch spoke as well.  Dennis reported the Sons and Daughters in Touch spoke as well.  Dennis reported the 
number of attendants was close to 800.  Dennis reported on the number of attendants was close to 800.  Dennis reported on the 
several resolutions passed.several resolutions passed.
Members continue to enjoy Breakfast and BS each month (found-Members continue to enjoy Breakfast and BS each month (found-

ed by Steve Mandel).ed by Steve Mandel).

Chapter 535Chapter 535
Membership is holding at 83 Regular and 4 associate members Membership is holding at 83 Regular and 4 associate members 

for a total of 87 members. We have recently gained three new for a total of 87 members. We have recently gained three new 
members and have lost one member with his passing. These recent members and have lost one member with his passing. These recent 
developments are not yet reflected in VVA National tallies.developments are not yet reflected in VVA National tallies.
Chapter members have continued to help support a local food Chapter members have continued to help support a local food 

closet.closet.
Chapter 535 participated in the Grass Valley, CA July 4th parade.  Chapter 535 participated in the Grass Valley, CA July 4th parade.  
VVA 535 manned a VVA information table at a July 23rd Health VVA 535 manned a VVA information table at a July 23rd Health 

and Wellness Fair coordinated by our Nevada County Service Of-and Wellness Fair coordinated by our Nevada County Service Of-
ficer.ficer.
Two Chapter 535 members attended the National Convention in Two Chapter 535 members attended the National Convention in 

New Orleans, LA as Delegates.New Orleans, LA as Delegates.
The Chapter contributed $200 toward a Veterans Monument to The Chapter contributed $200 toward a Veterans Monument to 

be constructed in the Town of Washington, CA.be constructed in the Town of Washington, CA.
Chapter members staffed a VVA 535 public information booth at Chapter members staffed a VVA 535 public information booth at 

the Nevada County Fair, August 6 – 10, 2025.the Nevada County Fair, August 6 – 10, 2025.
Two VVA 535 members combined their efforts to update an out-Two VVA 535 members combined their efforts to update an out-

of-date membership roster which was presented in booklet form.of-date membership roster which was presented in booklet form.
The historic Nevada County All Veterans Stand Down was can-The historic Nevada County All Veterans Stand Down was can-

celled by the County because an insurance policy could not be celled by the County because an insurance policy could not be 
secured. The Stand Down will be replaced by volunteers who are secured. The Stand Down will be replaced by volunteers who are 
staging a Stand Up for Veterans event October 16 & 17, 2025. staging a Stand Up for Veterans event October 16 & 17, 2025. 
Chapter 535 contributed $1,500 toward this cause. Other Veterans Chapter 535 contributed $1,500 toward this cause. Other Veterans 
organizations have also chipped in to support this effort.organizations have also chipped in to support this effort.
Contract Veteran mental health therapy services previously fund-Contract Veteran mental health therapy services previously fund-

ed by the Citrus Heights Vet Center in Citrus Heights, CA have ed by the Citrus Heights Vet Center in Citrus Heights, CA have 
been cancelled effective September 30, 2025 because of lack of been cancelled effective September 30, 2025 because of lack of 
VA funding.VA funding.
The Auburn, CA Veterans Day Parade will honor Vietnam Vet-The Auburn, CA Veterans Day Parade will honor Vietnam Vet-

erans. The grand marshal will be a former Vietnam U.S. Army erans. The grand marshal will be a former Vietnam U.S. Army 
medic.medic.
Chapter 535 is planning a Christmas pot luck dinner in lieu of a Chapter 535 is planning a Christmas pot luck dinner in lieu of a 

regular meeting.regular meeting.

Chapter 563Chapter 563
Over the past quarter the chapter has held its monthly meeting on Over the past quarter the chapter has held its monthly meeting on 

the last Wednesday at the Boulevard Café & Grill. With 10 to 15 the last Wednesday at the Boulevard Café & Grill. With 10 to 15 
in attendance.in attendance.
Up coming event is the Veterans Day Parade, the chapter will Up coming event is the Veterans Day Parade, the chapter will 

have a float equipped hay bails and one of the chapter vets.have a float equipped hay bails and one of the chapter vets.

CSC PTSD Committee ReportCSC PTSD Committee Report
by Bart Ruudby Bart Ruud
Only four attended the breakout session. Conrad Gomez is the Only four attended the breakout session. Conrad Gomez is the 

committee chairman. Conrad was not present, so I stood in for committee chairman. Conrad was not present, so I stood in for 
him. We had no agenda so it was an ad lib session. (VP Ken Ho-him. We had no agenda so it was an ad lib session. (VP Ken Ho-
lybee asked committee chairs to submit a report on the committee lybee asked committee chairs to submit a report on the committee 
action.)action.)
Discussion:Discussion:

1. What were the impacts or impressions upon your arrival in-1. What were the impacts or impressions upon your arrival in-
country when you stepped off the transport aircraft?country when you stepped off the transport aircraft?
• With less than ten hours on the ground in Vietnam, one respon-• With less than ten hours on the ground in Vietnam, one respon-

dent saw two enemy sappers coming off the South China Sea in a dent saw two enemy sappers coming off the South China Sea in a 
raft taken down by helicopter machine gun fire about 30 feet from raft taken down by helicopter machine gun fire about 30 feet from 
where he had been trying to sleep in a tent. The sappers were spot-where he had been trying to sleep in a tent. The sappers were spot-
ted in the darkness in the blare of a helicopter search light as they ted in the darkness in the blare of a helicopter search light as they 
were running across the beach.were running across the beach.
• Another respondent noted the stench, the humidity and the heat.• Another respondent noted the stench, the humidity and the heat.
• Another was sent to lend a hand in a mess hall until transferred • Another was sent to lend a hand in a mess hall until transferred 

to a field unit.to a field unit.
2. Upon your arrival home, “back to the world,” what manifesta-2. Upon your arrival home, “back to the world,” what manifesta-

tions impacted you?tions impacted you?
• Self-medication with alcohol and marijuana to excess. Self-• Self-medication with alcohol and marijuana to excess. Self-

medication was noted as a thing of the past. Some 44 years of medication was noted as a thing of the past. Some 44 years of 
sobriety was noted.sobriety was noted.
• Road rage. Sometimes ongoing in the present.• Road rage. Sometimes ongoing in the present.
• Hatred of Vietnamese boat people; time has healed this emo-• Hatred of Vietnamese boat people; time has healed this emo-

tion.tion.
• There was a negative stigma about getting help from a therapist.• There was a negative stigma about getting help from a therapist.
3. What were some early-on triggers for you that caused you anx-3. What were some early-on triggers for you that caused you anx-

iety, anger, depression or inability to sleep?iety, anger, depression or inability to sleep?
• TV broadcasts of the ongoing war. Other media, like newspaper • TV broadcasts of the ongoing war. Other media, like newspaper 

reporting and photos posted in newspapers and magazines.reporting and photos posted in newspapers and magazines.
• Observing or seeing war protesters; hippies calling me a baby-• Observing or seeing war protesters; hippies calling me a baby-

killer.killer.
4. What were your coping methodologies?4. What were your coping methodologies?
• Sailing a small 23-foot sailboat, alone, day or night, especially • Sailing a small 23-foot sailboat, alone, day or night, especially 

during a full moon.during a full moon.
• Working long hours – 60 to 80 hours a week.• Working long hours – 60 to 80 hours a week.
• Taking a drive in an automobile for a couple of hours.• Taking a drive in an automobile for a couple of hours.
• Stepping away from everything and everybody, like in the base-• Stepping away from everything and everybody, like in the base-

ment, to seek quiet and serenity.ment, to seek quiet and serenity.

CSC Agent Orange ReportCSC Agent Orange Report
We held a well-attended meeting on Saturday afternoon. We dis-We held a well-attended meeting on Saturday afternoon. We dis-

cussed the two new resolutions that we passed at the national con-cussed the two new resolutions that we passed at the national con-
vention. A O 18 is requesting that congress pass legislation that vention. A O 18 is requesting that congress pass legislation that 
would require research that would or could determine the question would require research that would or could determine the question 
about the health issues of the children of veterans exposed to tox-about the health issues of the children of veterans exposed to tox-
ins. The second resolution A O 19 is requestion that there is a list ins. The second resolution A O 19 is requestion that there is a list 
of all bases that have stored, used, buried or transported toxins. of all bases that have stored, used, buried or transported toxins. 
We discussed these and the ongoing issues of our children that We discussed these and the ongoing issues of our children that 

have health issues and have submitted claims to the VA and are have health issues and have submitted claims to the VA and are 
still waiting for some form of response. Most have not heard any-still waiting for some form of response. Most have not heard any-
thing since being denied any assistance or care. Some of these thing since being denied any assistance or care. Some of these 
claims have been in the VA for 20 years and they have been ig-claims have been in the VA for 20 years and they have been ig-
nored by the VA as well as the VA not even giving the legislation nored by the VA as well as the VA not even giving the legislation 
passed in 2016 a fair study.passed in 2016 a fair study.
We also talked about the Ranch Hand Study Samples being We also talked about the Ranch Hand Study Samples being 

moved to Las Angles. These samples are to be open for researchers moved to Las Angles. These samples are to be open for researchers 
to study without government interference. We are still working on to study without government interference. We are still working on 
a poster that we can put out with a link to the Agent Orange Birth a poster that we can put out with a link to the Agent Orange Birth 
Defects web site. We are still asking that children are included in Defects web site. We are still asking that children are included in 
the web site to get enough people signed up that the government the web site to get enough people signed up that the government 
must do the research requested in the legislation. Remember that must do the research requested in the legislation. Remember that 
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children over 18 must fill out their own claims but the parents can children over 18 must fill out their own claims but the parents can 
enter their information into the research web site.enter their information into the research web site.
Ken Holybee, ChairKen Holybee, Chair

CSC POW/MIA Committee CSC POW/MIA Committee 
Chair: Bob ChaneyChair: Bob Chaney
Members Present: Bob Chaney, Kirk Gillett, Patrich Graham, Members Present: Bob Chaney, Kirk Gillett, Patrich Graham, 

Vincent Herrera, Tom Newell, Ken Holybee, Shirley Scott.Vincent Herrera, Tom Newell, Ken Holybee, Shirley Scott.
As this is the 4th day of the new year for DPAA The Year end As this is the 4th day of the new year for DPAA The Year end 

report was not yet completed.  There has only been one ID so far report was not yet completed.  There has only been one ID so far 
form WWII.  form WWII.  
We discussed the involvement of Gold Star Families, Sons and We discussed the involvement of Gold Star Families, Sons and 

Daughters in Tough, and the League of Families.  Daughters in Tough, and the League of Families.  
So far this physical year DPAA recovered and accounted for one So far this physical year DPAA recovered and accounted for one 

WWII veteran.  The overall statisticsWWII veteran.  The overall statistics
WWII 71,848 Korea 7,398, Vietnam 1,566, Cold War 126, Gulf WWII 71,848 Korea 7,398, Vietnam 1,566, Cold War 126, Gulf 

War 6.  For a total of 80,944 MIA’s.  California accounts for 6,325 War 6.  For a total of 80,944 MIA’s.  California accounts for 6,325 
of these MIA’s.  of these MIA’s.  

CSC Legislative ReportCSC Legislative Report
by Seth Reeb, Legislative Advocate by Seth Reeb, Legislative Advocate 
Legislative Cycle Wrap-Up & Grassroots Urgency for Veterans Legislative Cycle Wrap-Up & Grassroots Urgency for Veterans 

As the 2025 legislative session closes, veterans secured some im-As the 2025 legislative session closes, veterans secured some im-
portant victories. The first-ever state tax exclusion for military re-portant victories. The first-ever state tax exclusion for military re-
tirement and Survivor Benefit Plan income up to $20,000 per year tirement and Survivor Benefit Plan income up to $20,000 per year 
will soon put money back into the pockets of 130,000 veterans and will soon put money back into the pockets of 130,000 veterans and 
spouses. The Master Plan for Career Education will open career spouses. The Master Plan for Career Education will open career 
pathways by valuing military training for civilian credit, and Prop pathways by valuing military training for civilian credit, and Prop 
1 housing funds are finally moving to veterans facing homeless-1 housing funds are finally moving to veterans facing homeless-
ness and behavioral health challenges.ness and behavioral health challenges.
These are meaningful steps forward, but not the whole story. The These are meaningful steps forward, but not the whole story. The 

debate around SB 694 highlighted a difficult reality: only 134 vet-debate around SB 694 highlighted a difficult reality: only 134 vet-
erans sent letters while opponents spent $500,000 lobbying. Law-erans sent letters while opponents spent $500,000 lobbying. Law-
makers told us directly, “I’m only hearing from the opposition.” makers told us directly, “I’m only hearing from the opposition.” 
That message should not be repeated in the future.That message should not be repeated in the future.
Why Grassroots Advocacy Matters Grassroots advocacy is not Why Grassroots Advocacy Matters Grassroots advocacy is not 

just about professional lobbyists in Sacramento. It’s every veteran, just about professional lobbyists in Sacramento. It’s every veteran, 
spouse, and our allies who take a few minutes to make a phone spouse, and our allies who take a few minutes to make a phone 
call, send an email, meet with legislators in their districts, or share call, send an email, meet with legislators in their districts, or share 
information on social media. That is what balances the conversa-information on social media. That is what balances the conversa-
tion.tion.
• Without input from veterans, our issues lose priority.• Without input from veterans, our issues lose priority.
• With participation, even a modest number of voices can out-• With participation, even a modest number of voices can out-

weigh large amounts of money.weigh large amounts of money.
• Grassroots action helps ensure that tax relief, protections from • Grassroots action helps ensure that tax relief, protections from 

predatory actors, and cemetery projects move forward.predatory actors, and cemetery projects move forward.
If veterans stay silent, others will decide the outcome. If veterans If veterans stay silent, others will decide the outcome. If veterans 

speak up, we strengthen our place at the table.speak up, we strengthen our place at the table.
I will continue to provide the reports, updates, and tools on social I will continue to provide the reports, updates, and tools on social 

media so you can stay engaged. But it’s up to you to take that media so you can stay engaged. But it’s up to you to take that 
next step. Please share this information with your friends, family, next step. Please share this information with your friends, family, 
and coworkers so our collective voice is heard. (To get involved, and coworkers so our collective voice is heard. (To get involved, 
email sethr@water-warrior.com or use the QR code at the end of email sethr@water-warrior.com or use the QR code at the end of 
this report.) Key Wins and Bills Awaiting the Governor’s Action this report.) Key Wins and Bills Awaiting the Governor’s Action 
• AB 53 (Ramos) / SB 1 (Seyarto): Military retirement/SBP tax • AB 53 (Ramos) / SB 1 (Seyarto): Military retirement/SBP tax 
relief—$20,000 exclusion enacted, with expansion targeted for relief—$20,000 exclusion enacted, with expansion targeted for 

2026. Enacted in the budget bill SB 132.2026. Enacted in the budget bill SB 132.
• SB 56 (Seyarto): Removes VA disability compensation from • SB 56 (Seyarto): Removes VA disability compensation from 

income calculations for property tax exemption—awaiting con-income calculations for property tax exemption—awaiting con-
currence.currence.
• SB 694 (Archuleta/Schiavo): Protects veterans from unaccred-• SB 694 (Archuleta/Schiavo): Protects veterans from unaccred-

ited actors charging illegal fees— still alive but under challenge.ited actors charging illegal fees— still alive but under challenge.
• AB 571 (Quirk-Silva): CEQA exemption to fast-track Gypsum • AB 571 (Quirk-Silva): CEQA exemption to fast-track Gypsum 

Canyon Veterans Cemetery.Canyon Veterans Cemetery.
• SB 54 (Umberg): Court fee waivers ensuring VA disability • SB 54 (Umberg): Court fee waivers ensuring VA disability 

compensation isn’t counted as income—on Governor’s desk.compensation isn’t counted as income—on Governor’s desk.
• AB 88 (Ta)/SB 67 (Seyarto): Preserves Cal Grant eligibility for • AB 88 (Ta)/SB 67 (Seyarto): Preserves Cal Grant eligibility for 

military dependents stationed out of state.military dependents stationed out of state.
Important Dates • Sept 12 – Final day for the Senate and Assem-Important Dates • Sept 12 – Final day for the Senate and Assem-

bly to pass bills.bly to pass bills.
• *Oct 12* – Final day for the Governor to sign or veto.• *Oct 12* – Final day for the Governor to sign or veto.
• Jan 1, 2026 – Most 2025 statutes take effect.• Jan 1, 2026 – Most 2025 statutes take effect.
• Jan 5, 2026 – Legislature reconvenes for year two.• Jan 5, 2026 – Legislature reconvenes for year two.
Two-year bills automatically carry over to 2026.Two-year bills automatically carry over to 2026.
Near-Term Action Plan • District Action Teams: By October, Near-Term Action Plan • District Action Teams: By October, 

form local veteran teams in every Senate and Assembly district. form local veteran teams in every Senate and Assembly district. 
Meet with legislators during signings, veto discussions, and hear-Meet with legislators during signings, veto discussions, and hear-
ings.ings.
• Sustained Engagement: Use coordinated campaigns and social • Sustained Engagement: Use coordinated campaigns and social 

media outreach, remind supporters you don’t have to be a veteran media outreach, remind supporters you don’t have to be a veteran 
to stand with veterans.to stand with veterans.
• Legislative Hub: A centralized Webpage will track every bill, • Legislative Hub: A centralized Webpage will track every bill, 

deadline, and action item so no one is left out.deadline, and action item so no one is left out.
• Community Input: Share legislative priorities through our intake • Community Input: Share legislative priorities through our intake 

form. We will work to carry those ideas directly to the Capitol.form. We will work to carry those ideas directly to the Capitol.
Looking Ahead to 2026: Unity, Action, Persistence The next year Looking Ahead to 2026: Unity, Action, Persistence The next year 

will bring new opportunities, but also new challenges. Opponents will bring new opportunities, but also new challenges. Opponents 
remain well-funded and organized. The most effective response is remain well-funded and organized. The most effective response is 
consistent engagement from California’s veterans and supporters.consistent engagement from California’s veterans and supporters.
Every call, email, and meeting counts. Personal stories are often Every call, email, and meeting counts. Personal stories are often 

what move legislators. By working together, we can continue to what move legislators. By working together, we can continue to 
secure real progress for California’s veterans.secure real progress for California’s veterans.
Your participation makes a difference.Your participation makes a difference.
Committee Leadership & Contacts Senate Military and Veterans Committee Leadership & Contacts Senate Military and Veterans 

Affairs Committee (2025) • Senator Bob Archuleta, Chair • Sena-Affairs Committee (2025) • Senator Bob Archuleta, Chair • Sena-
tor Shannon Grove, Vice Chair • Senator Jerry McNerney • Sena-tor Shannon Grove, Vice Chair • Senator Jerry McNerney • Sena-
tor Caroline Menjivar • Senator Thomas J. Umberg Committee tor Caroline Menjivar • Senator Thomas J. Umberg Committee 
Office: 1020 N Street, Room 251, Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: Office: 1020 N Street, Room 251, Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: 
(916) 651-1503 Chief Consultant: Bill Herms Assembly Military (916) 651-1503 Chief Consultant: Bill Herms Assembly Military 
and Veterans Affairs Committee (2025) • Assemblymember Pi-and Veterans Affairs Committee (2025) • Assemblymember Pi-
lar Schiavo, Chair (District 40) • Assemblymember Jeff Gonza-lar Schiavo, Chair (District 40) • Assemblymember Jeff Gonza-
lez, Vice Chair (District 36) • Assemblymember Anamarie Ávila lez, Vice Chair (District 36) • Assemblymember Anamarie Ávila 
Farías (District 15) • Assemblymember Juan Carrillo (District 39) Farías (District 15) • Assemblymember Juan Carrillo (District 39) 
• Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez (District 53) • Assembly-• Assemblymember Michelle Rodriguez (District 53) • Assembly-
member Avelino Valencia (District 68) • Assemblymember Laurie member Avelino Valencia (District 68) • Assemblymember Laurie 
Davies (District 74) Committee Office: 1020 N Street, Room 389, Davies (District 74) Committee Office: 1020 N Street, Room 389, 
Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: (916) 319-3550 Chief Consultant: Sacramento, CA 95814 Phone: (916) 319-3550 Chief Consultant: 
Patty Patten AB 81 Ta, R HTML Veterans: mental health.Patty Patten AB 81 Ta, R HTML Veterans: mental health.
Progress bar PDF Tracking form Bill information Status: Progress bar PDF Tracking form Bill information Status: 

09/11/2025 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.09/11/2025 - Enrolled and presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.
Location: 09/11/2025 - Assembly ENROLLED Current Text: In-Location: 09/11/2025 - Assembly ENROLLED Current Text: In-

troduced: 12/19/2024 09/11/2025 - Enrollment AB 83 Pacheco, D troduced: 12/19/2024 09/11/2025 - Enrollment AB 83 Pacheco, D 
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HTML PDF The California Elder Financial Abuse Prevention Act.HTML PDF The California Elder Financial Abuse Prevention Act.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/01/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/01/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(2). (Last location was B. & F. on line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(2). (Last location was B. & F. on 
3/24/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 05/01/2025 3/24/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 05/01/2025 
- Assembly 2 YEAR Introduced: 12/20/2024 Current Text: Last - Assembly 2 YEAR Introduced: 12/20/2024 Current Text: Last 
Amend: 05/01/2025 - Amended 05/01/2025 AB 88 Ta, R PDF Amend: 05/01/2025 - Amended 05/01/2025 AB 88 Ta, R PDF 
HTML Student financial aid: Cal Grants: Middle Class Scholar-HTML Student financial aid: Cal Grants: Middle Class Scholar-
ship Program: eligibility: dependents of members of the armed ship Program: eligibility: dependents of members of the armed 
services stationed outside of California.services stationed outside of California.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/11/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/11/2025 - Enrolled and 

presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.presented to the Governor at 4 p.m.
Location: 09/11/2025 - Assembly ENROLLED Current Text: In-Location: 09/11/2025 - Assembly ENROLLED Current Text: In-

troduced: 01/06/2025 09/11/2025 - Enrollment AB 264 Carrillo, D troduced: 01/06/2025 09/11/2025 - Enrollment AB 264 Carrillo, D 
HTML PDF Veterans: benefits.HTML PDF Veterans: benefits.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/11/2025 - Failed Deadline Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/11/2025 - Failed Deadline 

pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE pursuant to Rule 61(a)(14). (Last location was INACTIVE FILE 
on 9/3/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 09/11/2025 on 9/3/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 09/11/2025 
- Senate 2 YEAR Current 01/16/2025 - Introduced Introduced: - Senate 2 YEAR Current 01/16/2025 - Introduced Introduced: 
01/16/2025 Text: AB 556 Patterson, R HTML PDF Public post-01/16/2025 Text: AB 556 Patterson, R HTML PDF Public post-
secondary education: waiver of campus-based fees: veterans.secondary education: waiver of campus-based fees: veterans.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.
SUSPENSE FILE on 4/23/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) SUSPENSE FILE on 4/23/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) 

Location: 05/23/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 02/12/2025 - Location: 05/23/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 02/12/2025 - 
Introduced Introduced: 02/12/2025 Text: AB 571 Quirk-Silva, D Introduced Introduced: 02/12/2025 Text: AB 571 Quirk-Silva, D 
HTML PDF California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: HTML PDF California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: 
Gypsum Canyon Veterans Cemetery.Gypsum Canyon Veterans Cemetery.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/09/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/09/2025 - Enrolled and 

presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.
Location: 09/09/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-Location: 09/09/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-

troduced: 02/12/2025 Last 06/19/2025 Amend: 09/09/2025 - En-troduced: 02/12/2025 Last 06/19/2025 Amend: 09/09/2025 - En-
rollment AB 587 Davies, R HTML PDF Student Aid Commission: rollment AB 587 Davies, R HTML PDF Student Aid Commission: 
membership.membership.
Progress bar Bill information Status: Location: 09/12/2025 - As-Progress bar Bill information Status: Location: 09/12/2025 - As-

sembly ENROLLMENT Introduced: 02/12/2025 09/12/2025 - sembly ENROLLMENT Introduced: 02/12/2025 09/12/2025 - 
Senate amendments concurred in. To Engrossing and Enrolling.Senate amendments concurred in. To Engrossing and Enrolling.
Current 09/16/2025 - Enrolled Text: Last 09/03/2025 Amend: AB Current 09/16/2025 - Enrolled Text: Last 09/03/2025 Amend: AB 

826 Gonzalez, Jeff, R HTML PDF Veterans’ benefits: protections.826 Gonzalez, Jeff, R HTML PDF Veterans’ benefits: protections.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/01/2025 - Failed Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/01/2025 - Failed 

Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(2). (Last location was JUD. on Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(2). (Last location was JUD. on 
4/9/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 05/01/2025 - 4/9/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) Location: 05/01/2025 - 
Assembly 2 YEAR Introduced: 02/19/2025 Current Text: Last Assembly 2 YEAR Introduced: 02/19/2025 Current Text: Last 
Amend: 04/02/2025 - Amended 04/02/2025 AB 1412 Gonzalez, Amend: 04/02/2025 - Amended 04/02/2025 AB 1412 Gonzalez, 
Jeff, R HTML PDF Special education: pupil transfers: residency Jeff, R HTML PDF Special education: pupil transfers: residency 
requirements: records.requirements: records.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/02/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/02/2025 - Enrolled and 

presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.
Location: 09/02/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-Location: 09/02/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-

troduced: 02/21/2025 Last 04/21/2025 Amend: 09/02/2025 - En-troduced: 02/21/2025 Last 04/21/2025 Amend: 09/02/2025 - En-
rollment AB 1508 Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs rollment AB 1508 Committee on Military and Veterans Affairs 
HTML PDF Governor’s Military Council.HTML PDF Governor’s Military Council.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/15/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/15/2025 - Enrolled and 

presented to the Governor at 4:30 p.m.presented to the Governor at 4:30 p.m.
Location: 09/15/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: Location: 09/15/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: 

Introduced: 03/03/2025 09/15/2025 - Enrollment AB 1509 Com-Introduced: 03/03/2025 09/15/2025 - Enrollment AB 1509 Com-
mittee on Military and Veterans Affairs HTML PDF Veterans: mittee on Military and Veterans Affairs HTML PDF Veterans: 
educational assistance.educational assistance.

Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/02/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/02/2025 - Enrolled and 
presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.
Location: 09/02/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-Location: 09/02/2025 - Current Assembly ENROLLED Text: In-

troduced: 03/03/2025 09/02/2025 - Enrollment SB 1 Seyarto, R troduced: 03/03/2025 09/02/2025 - Enrollment SB 1 Seyarto, R 
HTML PDF Personal income taxes: exclusion: Military Services HTML PDF Personal income taxes: exclusion: Military Services 
Retirement and Surviving Spouse Benefit Payment Act.Retirement and Surviving Spouse Benefit Payment Act.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - May 23 hear-Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - May 23 hear-

ing: Held in committee and under submission.ing: Held in committee and under submission.
Location: 05/12/2025 - Senate APPR.Location: 05/12/2025 - Senate APPR.
Current 02/20/2025 - Amended SUSPENSE FILE Text: Intro-Current 02/20/2025 - Amended SUSPENSE FILE Text: Intro-

duced: 12/02/2024 Last 02/20/2025 Amend: SB 54 Umberg, D duced: 12/02/2024 Last 02/20/2025 Amend: SB 54 Umberg, D 
HTML PDF Court fee waivers: veterans.HTML PDF Court fee waivers: veterans.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/16/2025 - Enrolled and Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/16/2025 - Enrolled and 

presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.presented to the Governor at 3 p.m.
Location: 09/16/2025 - Senate ENROLLED Introduced: Location: 09/16/2025 - Senate ENROLLED Introduced: 

01/07/2025 Current Text: 09/16/2025 - Enrollment SB 55 Um-01/07/2025 Current Text: 09/16/2025 - Enrollment SB 55 Um-
berg, D HTML PDF State parks: facilities pass: Gold Star Family berg, D HTML PDF State parks: facilities pass: Gold Star Family 
members.members.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/28/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/28/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR.line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR.
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/20/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) SUSPENSE FILE on 8/20/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) 

Location: 08/28/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 03/26/2025 - Location: 08/28/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 03/26/2025 - 
Amended Introduced: 01/07/2025 Text: Last 03/26/2025 Amend: Amended Introduced: 01/07/2025 Text: Last 03/26/2025 Amend: 
SB 56 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Property taxation: disabled veter-SB 56 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Property taxation: disabled veter-
ans’ exemption: household income.ans’ exemption: household income.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 07/15/2025 - July 14 hear-Progress bar Bill information Status: 07/15/2025 - July 14 hear-

ing: Placed on REV. & TAX. suspense file. Set, first hearing.ing: Placed on REV. & TAX. suspense file. Set, first hearing.
Held in committee and under submission.Held in committee and under submission.
Location: 07/15/2025 - Assembly REV. & Current 06/19/2025 - Location: 07/15/2025 - Assembly REV. & Current 06/19/2025 - 

Amended TAX SUSPENSE FILE Text: Introduced: 01/07/2025 Amended TAX SUSPENSE FILE Text: Introduced: 01/07/2025 
Last 06/19/2025 Amend: SB 60 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Public Last 06/19/2025 Amend: SB 60 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Public 
postsecondary education: waiver of tuition and fees: California postsecondary education: waiver of tuition and fees: California 
Military Department GI Bill Award Program: extended education Military Department GI Bill Award Program: extended education 
courses.courses.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.
SUSPENSE FILE on 5/12/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) SUSPENSE FILE on 5/12/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) 

Location: 05/23/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR Current 01/08/2025 - In-Location: 05/23/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR Current 01/08/2025 - In-
troduced Introduced: 01/08/2025 Text: SB 67 Seyarto, R HTML troduced Introduced: 01/08/2025 Text: SB 67 Seyarto, R HTML 
PDF Student financial aid: Cal Grants: Middle Class Scholarship PDF Student financial aid: Cal Grants: Middle Class Scholarship 
Program: eligibility: dependents of members of the armed services Program: eligibility: dependents of members of the armed services 
stationed outside of California.stationed outside of California.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/13/2025 - Joint Rule Progress bar Bill information Status: 09/13/2025 - Joint Rule 

61(a)(14) and 51(a)(4) suspended. Read third time. Passed.61(a)(14) and 51(a)(4) suspended. Read third time. Passed.
Ordered to the Senate. In Senate. Concurrence in Assembly Ordered to the Senate. In Senate. Concurrence in Assembly 

amendments pending.amendments pending.
Assembly amendments concurred in. (Ayes 34. Noes 0.) Ordered Assembly amendments concurred in. (Ayes 34. Noes 0.) Ordered 

to engrossing and enrolling.to engrossing and enrolling.
Location: 09/13/2025 - Senate ENROLLMENT Introduced: Location: 09/13/2025 - Senate ENROLLMENT Introduced: 

01/13/2025 Current Text: Last Amend: 09/13/2025 - Enrollment 01/13/2025 Current Text: Last Amend: 09/13/2025 - Enrollment 
09/09/2025 SB 70 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Public contracts: Small 09/09/2025 SB 70 Seyarto, R HTML PDF Public contracts: Small 
Business Procurement and Contract Act.Business Procurement and Contract Act.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/28/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/28/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR.line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(11). (Last location was APPR.
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/20/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) SUSPENSE FILE on 8/20/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) 

Location: 08/28/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 03/03/2025 - Location: 08/28/2025 - Assembly 2 YEAR Current 03/03/2025 - 
Amended Introduced: 01/14/2025 Text: Last 03/03/2025 Amend: Amended Introduced: 01/14/2025 Text: Last 03/03/2025 Amend: 
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SB 99 Blakespear, D HTML PDF Family childcare homes: United SB 99 Blakespear, D HTML PDF Family childcare homes: United 
States Armed Forces.States Armed Forces.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-Progress bar Bill information Status: 05/23/2025 - Failed Dead-

line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.line pursuant to Rule 61(a)(5). (Last location was APPR.
SUSPENSE FILE on 5/12/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) SUSPENSE FILE on 5/12/2025)(May be acted upon Jan 2026) 

Location: 05/23/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR Current 04/23/2025 - Location: 05/23/2025 - Senate 2 YEAR Current 04/23/2025 - 
Amended Introduced: 01/23/2025 Text: Last 04/23/2025 Amend: Amended Introduced: 01/23/2025 Text: Last 04/23/2025 Amend: 
SB 587 Grayson, D HTML PDF Personal income taxes: credit: SB 587 Grayson, D HTML PDF Personal income taxes: credit: 
manufacturing: sales and use taxes.manufacturing: sales and use taxes.
Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/29/2025 - August 29 Progress bar Bill information Status: 08/29/2025 - August 29 

hearing postponed by committee.hearing postponed by committee.
Location: 08/20/2025 - Assembly APPR.Location: 08/20/2025 - Assembly APPR.
Current 05/23/2025 - Amended SUSPENSE FILE Text: Intro-Current 05/23/2025 - Amended SUSPENSE FILE Text: Intro-

duced: 02/20/2025 Last 05/23/2025 Amend: SCR 56 Archuleta, D duced: 02/20/2025 Last 05/23/2025 Amend: SCR 56 Archuleta, D 
HTML PDF National Military Appreciation Month.HTML PDF National Military Appreciation Month.
Progress bar Bill information Status: Location: 07/03/2025 - Sen-Progress bar Bill information Status: Location: 07/03/2025 - Sen-

ate CHAPTERED Introduced: 04/02/2025 07/03/2025 - Chap-ate CHAPTERED Introduced: 04/02/2025 07/03/2025 - Chap-
tered by Secretary of State - Chapter 116, Statutes of 2025 Cur-tered by Secretary of State - Chapter 116, Statutes of 2025 Cur-
rent 07/03/2025 - Chaptered Text: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE rent 07/03/2025 - Chaptered Text: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 15, 2025 CONTACT: Lisa Murphy, Lisa.Murphy@September 15, 2025 CONTACT: Lisa Murphy, Lisa.Murphy@
sen.ca.gov (for Pro Tem McGuire) Nick Miller, Nick.Miller@sen.ca.gov (for Pro Tem McGuire) Nick Miller, Nick.Miller@
asm.ca.gov (for Speaker Rivas) Christina Montoya, Christina.asm.ca.gov (for Speaker Rivas) Christina Montoya, Christina.
Montoya@sen.ca.gov (For Limón) Andrew Aldama, Andrew.Al-Montoya@sen.ca.gov (For Limón) Andrew Aldama, Andrew.Al-
dama@sen.ca.gov (For Archuleta) Rachel Tochterman, Rachel.dama@sen.ca.gov (For Archuleta) Rachel Tochterman, Rachel.
Tochterman@sen.ca.gov (For Umberg) Furkan Yalcin, Furkan.Tochterman@sen.ca.gov (For Umberg) Furkan Yalcin, Furkan.
Yalcin@asm.ca.gov (For Schiavo) Joint Statement on Senate Bill Yalcin@asm.ca.gov (For Schiavo) Joint Statement on Senate Bill 
694 Sacramento – Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire 694 Sacramento – Senate President pro Tempore Mike McGuire 
(D-North Coast), Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas (D-Salinas), (D-North Coast), Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas (D-Salinas), 
Senate Pro Tem Elect Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara), Sena-Senate Pro Tem Elect Monique Limón (D-Santa Barbara), Sena-
tor Bob Archuleta (D- Pico Rivera), Senator Tom Umberg (D-tor Bob Archuleta (D- Pico Rivera), Senator Tom Umberg (D-
Santa Ana) and Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo (D- Chatsworth) Santa Ana) and Assemblymember Pilar Schiavo (D- Chatsworth) 
released the following statement on Senate Bill 694: “We have released the following statement on Senate Bill 694: “We have 
reached an agreement on SB 694 and the bill will immediately reached an agreement on SB 694 and the bill will immediately 
move to the Senate Floor in January. Veterans have earned and de-move to the Senate Floor in January. Veterans have earned and de-
serve our support. They have sacrificed so much for this country, serve our support. They have sacrificed so much for this country, 
and we’re coming together to put an end to the deceptive practices and we’re coming together to put an end to the deceptive practices 
that target them. This legislation deserves a vote and this bill will that target them. This legislation deserves a vote and this bill will 
get its day in the legislature as soon as we return in the new year.” get its day in the legislature as soon as we return in the new year.” 
The legislative session reconvenes on January 5, 2026.The legislative session reconvenes on January 5, 2026.
### Mike McGuire is President pro Tempore of the California ### Mike McGuire is President pro Tempore of the California 

Senate. He represents the North Coast of California, which stretch-Senate. He represents the North Coast of California, which stretch-
es from the Golden Gate Bridge to the Oregon border, including es from the Golden Gate Bridge to the Oregon border, including 
Del Norte, Trinity, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Sonoma, and Del Norte, Trinity, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Sonoma, and 
Marin counties. Website of Senate Leader McGuire: https://sd02.Marin counties. Website of Senate Leader McGuire: https://sd02.
senate.ca.gov/ A Critical Call to Action for Veterans and Support-senate.ca.gov/ A Critical Call to Action for Veterans and Support-
ers Please read this carefully: While we’ve secured an agreement ers Please read this carefully: While we’ve secured an agreement 
to move SB 694 to the Senate Floor for a vote in January, this to move SB 694 to the Senate Floor for a vote in January, this 
does not mean we have the votes secured. Despite our hard-fought does not mean we have the votes secured. Despite our hard-fought 
progress, the fight is far from over. To push SB 694 across the fin-progress, the fight is far from over. To push SB 694 across the fin-
ish line in the Senate and onto the Governor’s desk, we need every ish line in the Senate and onto the Governor’s desk, we need every 
veteran’s voice in California to rise up. Your calls, letters, emails, veteran’s voice in California to rise up. Your calls, letters, emails, 
and advocacy are critical to making this bill law. Join us now, let’s and advocacy are critical to making this bill law. Join us now, let’s 
ensure our veterans get the protections they deserve!ensure our veterans get the protections they deserve!
STAY CONNECTED YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@STAY CONNECTED YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@

Vet11b-DownRange Notion: http://leg4vetsca.notion.site/ X/Vet11b-DownRange Notion: http://leg4vetsca.notion.site/ X/
Twitter: https://x.com/SRGR1985 Veterans Discord: https://dis-Twitter: https://x.com/SRGR1985 Veterans Discord: https://dis-
cord.gg/HY45dyfRyn Email: sethr@water-warrior.comcord.gg/HY45dyfRyn Email: sethr@water-warrior.com
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The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily rep-The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily rep-
resent the views of VVA, the State Council or its members.resent the views of VVA, the State Council or its members.

Who Are The Vietnam Veterans Of America?Who Are The Vietnam Veterans Of America?
Founded in 1978, Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is the only national Vietnam veterans Founded in 1978, Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is the only national Vietnam veterans 
organization congressionally chartered and exclusively dedicated to Vietnam-era veterans organization congressionally chartered and exclusively dedicated to Vietnam-era veterans 
and their families. VVA is organized as a not-for-profit corporation and is tax-exempt under and their families. VVA is organized as a not-for-profit corporation and is tax-exempt under 
Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.Section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.

VVA’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLEVVA’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLE
“Never again shall one generation of veterans abandon another.”“Never again shall one generation of veterans abandon another.”

PURPOSEPURPOSE
The purpose of Vietnam Veterans of America’s national organization, the state councils, The purpose of Vietnam Veterans of America’s national organization, the state councils, 
and chapters is:and chapters is:
To help foster, encourage, and promote the improvement of the condition of the Vietnam To help foster, encourage, and promote the improvement of the condition of the Vietnam 
veteran.veteran.
To promote physical and cultural improvement, growth and development, self-respect, self-To promote physical and cultural improvement, growth and development, self-respect, self-
confidence, and usefulness of Vietnam-era veterans and others.confidence, and usefulness of Vietnam-era veterans and others.
To eliminate discrimination suffered by Vietnam veterans and to develop channels of com-To eliminate discrimination suffered by Vietnam veterans and to develop channels of com-
munications which will assist Vietnam veterans to maximize self-realization and enrichment munications which will assist Vietnam veterans to maximize self-realization and enrichment 
of their lives and enhance life-fulfillment.of their lives and enhance life-fulfillment.
To study, on a non-partisan basis, proposed legislation, rules, or regulations introduced in To study, on a non-partisan basis, proposed legislation, rules, or regulations introduced in 
any federal, state, or local legislative or administrative body which may affect the social, any federal, state, or local legislative or administrative body which may affect the social, 
economic, educational, or physical welfare of the Vietnam-era veteran or others; and to economic, educational, or physical welfare of the Vietnam-era veteran or others; and to 
develop public-policy proposals designed to improve the quality of life of the Vietnam-era develop public-policy proposals designed to improve the quality of life of the Vietnam-era 
veteran and others especially in the areas of employment, education, training, and health.veteran and others especially in the areas of employment, education, training, and health.
To conduct and publish research, on a non-partisan basis, pertaining to the relationship be-To conduct and publish research, on a non-partisan basis, pertaining to the relationship be-
tween Vietnam-era veterans and the American society, the Vietnam War experience, the role tween Vietnam-era veterans and the American society, the Vietnam War experience, the role 
of the United States in securing peaceful co-existence for the world community, and other of the United States in securing peaceful co-existence for the world community, and other 
matters which affect the social, economic, educational, or physical welfare of the Vietnam-matters which affect the social, economic, educational, or physical welfare of the Vietnam-
era veteran or others.era veteran or others.
To assist disabled and needy war veterans including, but not limited to, Vietnam veterans To assist disabled and needy war veterans including, but not limited to, Vietnam veterans 
and their dependents, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.and their dependents, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.

FUNDINGFUNDING
Vietnam Veterans of America relies totally on private contributions for its revenue. VVA Vietnam Veterans of America relies totally on private contributions for its revenue. VVA 
does not receive any funding from federal, state, or local governments.does not receive any funding from federal, state, or local governments.
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In this issue:In this issue:
• Chapter/Council Activities-Events/Photos• Chapter/Council Activities-Events/Photos
• Legislative News• Legislative News
• Veteran Info• Veteran Info
And more...And more...

CSC Meeting Dates & EventsCSC Meeting Dates & Events
January 9-11, 2025 - Full CouncilJanuary 9-11, 2025 - Full Council
April 10-12, 2025 - Full CouncilApril 10-12, 2025 - Full Council

July 10-12, 2025 - Election MeetingJuly 10-12, 2025 - Election Meeting
October 2-4, Full CouncilOctober 2-4, Full Council

Zephyr deadlines-reminders will be emailedZephyr deadlines-reminders will be emailed

Chapter 391 Chapter 391 
The Vietnam Veterans 24th Annual Golf Benefit Golf Classic was held on Friday The Vietnam Veterans 24th Annual Golf Benefit Golf Classic was held on Friday 
Sept 19th, was a success.Sept 19th, was a success.
Considering the state of this  World, we have seen this year, it was a challenge, at Considering the state of this  World, we have seen this year, it was a challenge, at 
best.  We had a full turn out of Golfers. Thank You for helping get the word out to best.  We had a full turn out of Golfers. Thank You for helping get the word out to 
our Veterans, this year.our Veterans, this year.
John Marrs, ChairJohn Marrs, Chair

The California State Council meetingsThe California State Council meetings
We just had a meeting at the beginning of October with 19 chapters in attendance, We just had a meeting at the beginning of October with 19 chapters in attendance, 
with nine chapters sending two people to the meeting. We had 50 attendees at the meeting. The chapters that sent those two members with nine chapters sending two people to the meeting. We had 50 attendees at the meeting. The chapters that sent those two members 
will receive $750 to help defray the cost of their attendance. As an aside, we found out that 16 chapters attended the convention in will receive $750 to help defray the cost of their attendance. As an aside, we found out that 16 chapters attended the convention in 
New Orleans, which resulted in the CSC sending those chapters $600 to help with the costs of attending the convention.New Orleans, which resulted in the CSC sending those chapters $600 to help with the costs of attending the convention.
It has become a standard for the State Council to provide meals for the members and their families at the meetings, but this time we It has become a standard for the State Council to provide meals for the members and their families at the meetings, but this time we 
added a continental breakfast to the agenda. It was well received along with the Deli buffet for lunch and the dinner featuring BBQ added a continental breakfast to the agenda. It was well received along with the Deli buffet for lunch and the dinner featuring BBQ 
ribs and chicken (rumor has it that we could be adding dessert to the dinner). That took care of Saturday. On Sunday, we had the ribs and chicken (rumor has it that we could be adding dessert to the dinner). That took care of Saturday. On Sunday, we had the 
Executive breakfast buffet featuring cheese blintzes along with the traditional eggs, bacon, sausage, cereal, juices, Etc. The Board is Executive breakfast buffet featuring cheese blintzes along with the traditional eggs, bacon, sausage, cereal, juices, Etc. The Board is 
making every effort to help the chapters reduce the cost of sending representatives to the CSC meetings.making every effort to help the chapters reduce the cost of sending representatives to the CSC meetings.
Food events are not the only thing that happens at the meeting. There is a CSC Board meeting on Friday night that is open to all. Food events are not the only thing that happens at the meeting. There is a CSC Board meeting on Friday night that is open to all. 
Saturday morning, we had a full State Council General meeting. At the last meeting, our legislative lobbyist, Seth Reeb, informed us Saturday morning, we had a full State Council General meeting. At the last meeting, our legislative lobbyist, Seth Reeb, informed us 
about legislation coming out of Sacramento. The chapters give their reports in the morning. Next, we hold the District meetings and about legislation coming out of Sacramento. The chapters give their reports in the morning. Next, we hold the District meetings and 
then lunch. After lunch, we have the various committee meetings that take us through the afternoon. The BBQ dinner finishes the day. then lunch. After lunch, we have the various committee meetings that take us through the afternoon. The BBQ dinner finishes the day. 
Sunday at 8 a.m., we meet for breakfast and finish the full State Council meeting at 9 a.m. We are usually done by 10 a.m., so mem-Sunday at 8 a.m., we meet for breakfast and finish the full State Council meeting at 9 a.m. We are usually done by 10 a.m., so mem-
bers can check out of the hotel and get an early start to head home.bers can check out of the hotel and get an early start to head home.
I have to mention that the Wyndham Visalia hotel is a great venue. Their customer service is the best I have seen at all the CSC meet-I have to mention that the Wyndham Visalia hotel is a great venue. Their customer service is the best I have seen at all the CSC meet-
ings around the State. The sleeping room rates are the best at $111.00 a night. I can’t say enough about the food that comes out of ings around the State. The sleeping room rates are the best at $111.00 a night. I can’t say enough about the food that comes out of 
their kitchen. Suffice to say, we are contracted to stay with the Wyndham Visalia for 2026. We hope to see you in January.their kitchen. Suffice to say, we are contracted to stay with the Wyndham Visalia for 2026. We hope to see you in January.


