
Legislative Advocate’s article
By Pete Conaty

10th Annual Veterans of the Year Luncheon
The 10th Annual Veterans of the Year Luncheon took place on June 21 at the Sacra-

mento Convention Center near 
the State Capitol.  Members 
of the State Assembly choose 
a veteran from their legisla-
tive district to be honored for 
their military service as well 
as their work on behalf of vet-
erans and the community.  This 
year’s event was attended by al-
most 400 legislators, honorees, 
guests, veterans service organi-
zations, and corporate sponsors. 

The VVA-CSC has been 
a longstanding sponsor of this 
event and as such received 
recognition as a major sponsor 
which included mention on sig-
nage, the program, and during 
opening remarks by the Master 
of Ceremonies.

The California Veterans 
Benefit Fund (CAVBF) has 
long been an organizing produc-
er of this event and acts as the 
501(c)(3) funding mechanism.  

Excess funds from the event are deposited into the fund and are used to fund worthwhile 
projects and programs which help veterans.  The CAVBF has long funded many VVA-
CSC activities. 

The VVA-CSC was represented at the head table by CSC Legislative Chair Dean 
Gotham.  The following VVA members attended and sat at the VVA’s sponsored table: 

Ponce Gonzales, Marty Snezek, Douglas Mitten, Don Harper, and Butch Fredrickson. 
This year, three VVA members were honored by their legislator at the event.  Their 

bios as they appeared in the event program are listed below:

Dick Southern - Us Army / Vietnam
Dick Southern served in the US Army from 1966-1968. During his time in service, 

Dick earned an Expert Medical Badge. He was stationed in Ft. Carson, CO, and upon 
exiting service, had attained the rank of Specialist 4th Class. Since leaving service, Dick 
has been deeply involved in Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA). He currently sits as 
the Secretary for VVA Chapter 391. He is the 2nd Vice President of the California State 
Council of the Vietnam Veterans of America, the Region 9 Director for VVA and sits 
on the VVA National Board of Directors; a region that spans the Western United States 
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as well as Hawaii, Guam, and the Philippines. Dick is also a member of the American 
Legion, AMVETS and the VFW. 
Recognized By: Assemblyman Frank Bigelow (R-O’Neals)
Duncan Macvicar - Us Army / Vietnam

Duncan MacVicar served in the US Army from 1965-1971. He is a graduate of the 
US Military Academy at West Point, NY and the University of California, Berkeley. 
Duncan served in Vietnam as a Captain in the Combat Engineers. During his time in 
the service, he was awarded two Bronze Stars, three Air Medals, the Army Commen-
dation Medal, and Vietnam Service Medal. After service, Duncan worked at the Law-
rence Livermore Laboratory, Hewlett-Packard, Spectra-Physics, and as a management 
consultant. Duncan also served as a Director of the Community Services Agency and is a 
founder of the North County Homeless Housing Coalition. After his retirement, Duncan 
has devoted his time to the cause of veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disor-
der. He is co-founder of both the California Veterans Justice Coalition and the California 
Veterans Legal Task Force, which seek to establish Veterans Treatment Courts around 
the state. As part of this work, Duncan drafted successful legislation providing for alter-
native sentencing for veterans with mental health issues, and he is a frequent speaker on 
the “Invisible Wounds of War.” Duncan is a member of the Vietnam Veterans of America 
and the Military Officers Association of America.
Recognized By: Assemblymember Marc Berman (D-Menlo Park)
George W. Smith - Us Marine Corps / Vietnam 

George W. Smith served in the US Marine Corps from 1966-1970. He served in 
Vietnam from 1968-1969, where he was stationed at Chu Lai Air Base — working with 
ordnance for units flying missions in country. For his service, George earned the Navy 
Achievement Medal with a Combat V Device for leadership in a combat zone, and was 
also awarded the Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Unit Commendation with two Bronze 
Stars, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with four Bronze 
Campaign Stars, and multiple Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citations. Today, George con-
tinues his service by serving on the San Mateo County Veterans Commission, American 
Legion, American Legion Riders, Marine Corps League, VFW, Vietnam Veterans of 
America, AMVETS, and the Disabled American Veterans. 
Recognized By: Assemblymember Kevin Mullin (D-South San Francisco)

VA News
VA chief withdraws Staab appeal, vows to replace ‘IU’ pay cut
Tom Philpott

VA Secretary David Shulkin made two surprise announcements before the Sen-
ate Veterans Affairs Committee that should relieve some financial stress for more than 
600,000 veterans.

First, Shulkin said he was dropping VA’s appeal of the Staab case decided last year 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims. Only last week he said Staab had been 
wrongly decided, exposing VA to at least $2 billion in veteran claims for outside emer-
gency care, money VA needs to provide promised services.

Pulling the appeal means VA intends to begin covering privatesector emergency care 
for all VA-enrolled veterans, even if they have alternative health insurance that pays part 
of their emergency care costs. As many as 370,000 veterans with pending claims could 
benefit too, explained Sen. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., who thanked Shulkin for changing his 
mind. Shulkin said Rounds and Sen. Richard Blumenthal, DConn., were right to sharply 
criticize the decision to appeal.

In Staab the appeals court ruled that VA intentionally failed to implement a 2010 law 
expanding outside emergency care coverage. It did so by continuing to deny reimburse-
ment for non-VA emergency care if a veteran had any sort of alternative health insurance. 
Veterans with no health insurance routinely are reimbursed the full cost of outside emer-
gency care if VA care isn’t available.

Shulkin told Rounds that VA has completed draft regulations to implement the new 
emergency care benefit, sending them to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). 
Draft regulations must clear OMB and be published in the Federal Register for comment 
before VA can begin reimbursements. That process could take nine months or more, 
Shulkin told the committee last week.

Shulkin’s second surprise Wednesday was to tell Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nev., that he 
will work with Congress to find a less hurtful way to fund his Choice replacement plan, 
CARE, than by administratively ending Individual Unemployability (IU) eligibility next 
year for 208,000 seriously disabled veterans age 62 or older.

IU allows veterans with VA disability ratings of 60 to 90 percent to receive enhanced 
compensation because they are unable to work. IU qualifies veterans to receive disability 
pay as if they were 100-percent disabled. It adds an average of $1600 to their monthly 
payments, a VA official told senators.

Shulkin said he reconsidered ending IU for older recipients “as I began to listen to 
veterans and their concerns, and (veteran service organizations) in particular. It became 
clear that this would be hurting some veterans and would be a takeaway from veterans 
who can’t afford to have those benefits taken away.”

The VA chief told Heller: “I am not going to support policies that hurt veterans So, I 
would look forward to working with you and all the members of the committee on figur-
ing out how we can do this better. We have budget numbers and targets we have to hit. 
But we shouldn’t be doing things that are going to be hurting veterans that can’t afford 
to lose these benefits.”

A week earlier Shulkin said he did take “very seriously” concerns being raised over 
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Who Are The Vietnam Veterans Of 
America?

Founded in 1978, Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Inc. is the only national Vietnam 
veterans organization congressionally 
chartered and exclusively dedicated to 
Vietnam-era veterans and their families. 
VVA is organized as a not-for-profit cor-
poration and is tax-exempt under Section 
501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice Code.

VVA’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLE
“Never again shall one generation of vet-
erans abandon another.”

PURPOSE
The purpose of Vietnam Veterans of 
America’s national organization, the state 
councils, and chapters is:

To help foster, encourage, and promote 
the improvement of the condition of the 
Vietnam veteran.

To promote physical and cultural im-
provement, growth and development, self-
respect, self-confidence, and usefulness of 
Vietnam-era veterans and others.

To eliminate discrimination suffered by 
Vietnam veterans and to develop channels 
of communications which will assist Viet-
nam veterans to maximize self-realization 
and enrichment of their lives and enhance 
life-fulfillment.

To study, on a non-partisan basis, pro-
posed legislation, rules, or regulations in-
troduced in any federal, state, or local leg-
islative or administrative body which may 
affect the social, economic, educational, 
or physical welfare of the Vietnam-era 
veteran or others; and to develop public-
policy proposals designed to improve the 
quality of life of the Vietnam-era veteran 
and others especially in the areas of em-
ployment, education, training, and health.

To conduct and publish research, on a 
non-partisan basis, pertaining to the re-
lationship between Vietnam-era veterans 
and the American society, the Vietnam 
War experience, the role of the United 
States in securing peaceful co-existence 
for the world community, and other mat-
ters which affect the social, economic, 
educational, or physical welfare of the 
Vietnam-era veteran or others.

To assist disabled and needy war veterans 
including, but not limited to, Vietnam vet-
erans and their dependents, and the wid-
ows and orphans of deceased veterans.

FUNDING
Vietnam Veterans of America relies total-
ly on private contributions for its revenue. 
VVA does not receive any funding from 
federal, state, or local governments.

the proposed IU cut. “Nobody wants to be taking away 
… benefits from veterans and certainly not putting them 
into poverty,” he said. But he noted that VA benefits had 
climbed by $12 billion in the past two years, which justi-
fied a review of benefits to verify the purpose of each.

This week Shulkin conceded that ending IU for the 
elderly was a poor choice from a menu of cost-saving op-
tions. It would have freed up $3.2 billion annually to pay 
for his CARE plan, a replacement for Choice. The goal 
of both CARE and Choice is to improve access to private 
sector care when VA can’t offer timely local care

“We had identified (IU dollars) as an opportunity,” 
Shulkin told Heller. “I think if we were designing this (dis-
ability pay) system from the beginning, we wouldn’t have 
used unemployment insurance to fund people’s retire-
ment. That was the conflict. But (today) that is the benefit. 
And to withdraw this benefit from people who rely on this 
money is something that would be very difficult to do.”

A panel of representatives from veteran service orga-
nizations testified after Shulkin again this week. One of 

them cautioned that the new secretary is taking politically 
expedient steps that, if Congress declines to fund them, 
could punch deep holes in VA budgets and lead to cuts in 
more traditional benefits and services.

Carl Blake, associate executive director of govern-
ment relations for Paralyzed Veterans of America, scruti-
nized what Shulkin promised that afternoon regarding the 
IU program and pulling the Staab appeal. He also noted 
Shulkin’s recent announcement to replace VA’s legacy 
health records system using the same off-the-shelf soft-
ware from Cerner Corp. that the Department of Defense is 
using to create MHS Genesis, its own modern electronic 
health record system.

Each of those actions, Blake said, potentially widens a 
funding gap for VA that Shulkin hasn’t explained how he 
will fill while promising to reform the unpopular Choice 
program and still meet budget targets set for the Congress.

“It’s not readily apparent that the VA has said for sure 
it’s going to drop that (IU) proposal,” Blake told the com-
mittee after Shulkin testified. “It sounds like the secretary 

is willing to discuss it fur-
ther and see where this 
goes from here.”

The $3.2 billion in 
planned IU savings, Blake 
said, “was presumably 
going to fund a large ma-
jority of Choice in fiscal 
2018. If we assume that 
that is not going to hap-
pen, that’s $3 billion in 
community care (spend-
ing) that has to be ad-
dressed somehow. It’s not 
addressed in the discre-
tionary part of the VA’s 
budget.”

Opting to contract 
with Cerner to modern-
ize VA records using the 



Cavalier”, but were also made available to the mainstream 
media in the US and to other military publications such 
as “The Stars and Stripes”. One factor we had to contend 
with was trying to be self-sustaining while in the field with 
the infantry. Logistic support for the troops in the field was 
always a problem and each additional mouth to feed and 
water was just another burden on that system. The key was 
the proper loading of the field pack and that became an art, 
to keep it light as possible and yet contain the minimum 
necessitates of life. The rule of thumb was to take enough 
food for three days and enough water for two days. Of 
course you wanted to keep your pack light since you had 
to hump it all day through ofttimes severe terrain in tropi-
cal heat. To accomplish this you stripped the C-Rations 
down to one can of Fruit Cocktail and coffee for breakfast, 
a main meal for lunch and supper, a few heat tabs to warm 
things up, plenty of Tabasco sauce to liven up the meal, 
matches, toilet paper and you were basically set. Another 
necessity from home was Kool-Aid. You were required to 
put purification tablets in your canteen and that produced 
a terrible taste. Kool-Aid solved that problem. In addition 
you carried an Army .45 sidearm, your M-16 rifle, a ban-
doleer of ammo, (200 rounds) a bayonet, an entrenching 
tool, several fragmentation and smoke grenades, a cou-
ple of pen flares, a medical field kit, a poncho and liner, 
smokes, a bar of soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, your steel 
pot, writing material, and one, two and sometimes, three 
cameras, both personal and military. And depending on 
the company you were traveling with, how the company 
commander felt and the situation, perhaps a Gas Mask and 
a Flak Jacket. At best your pack would weigh about 50 
pounds and at the worst about 70 pounds.

There were other goodies you could bring along, like 
a pair of clean socks (we didn’t wear underwear)  mos-
quito repellant and some candy. Checking with the Bri-
gade Tactical Operations Center (BTOC) to see where 
the various units were and what they were doing was next 
and then a trip to that company’s area to arrange a ride 
on the next outbound chopper to their location and your 
mission was on. Normally we took more than the required 
200 rounds of M-16 ammo and plenty of hand grenades 
and anything else we could get our hands on to give  to 
the grunts in the field. They never turned down ammo, 
clothing, food, writing materials, candy, smokes, and they 
always seemed grateful. Arriving in the field the Reporter/
Photographer introduced himself to the Company Com-
mander or the Platoon Leader and explained what he was 
doing there and how long he expected to stay. Sometimes 
we were welcomed, especially if we were well-known to 
the company as honest and fair journalists and had proven 
that we were not a liability in the field. We had to carry out 
own weight and not burden the operation in any way. We 
were often viewed as another gun in the foxhole. I have 
often said that my three years of Army Junior R.O.T.C. at 
C.E. Byrd High School, in Shreveport, La., helped me im-
measurably during my seven years in the military, but es-
pecially in Vietnam. Of course, having been raised by my 
father, Frank Madison Smart, Sr., to be a competent hunter 
and fisherman didn’t hurt either. When the unit moved out 
on that day’s mission, we took our assigned position (with 
a particular squad or platoon) and moved out with them. 
What ever the unit was assigned to do, search and cordon, 
patrolling, ambushes, etc., we tried to assist them in any 
way. More than a liability, we tried to provide that extra 
gun on the line or in the foxhole. All of us had undergone 
basic training, plus our specialty training and we knew the 
fundamentals of fire and maneuver and enough field craft 
to take care of our selves in the field. In my case, I had 
originally been trained as a Combat Engineer. That’s basi-
cally just an Infantryman who blows things up and builds 
portable, temporary bridges. In a nutshell, whatever befell 
the unit we were with, befell us, for better or worse. If they 
were on a stand-down (a 3 to 5 day break from the field) at 
a Fire Support Base, or at a Main Base Camp, then so were 
we. That break from the field generally gave us a chance 
to get caught up on those interminable Hometown News 
Releases the Army required us to produce. You’ve seen 
them in your local newspaper: PFC Joe Smokes, son of 
John and Susie Smokes, is currently serving with the First 
Cavalry Division in South Vietnam. Smokes  a

1967 graduate of......” The more adventurous of our 
kind went out on night ambushes and night combat as-
saults. I went out on several, but that’s another story for 
another time. Some of our fellows followed Special Forc-
es and SEAL units on combat missions and a number of 
them were wounded and some were killed-in-action and 
still other received medals for valorous actions while do-
ing their jobs. I was one of the lucky ones who made it 
through the longest year of my life, unscathed, physically 
and mentally. Returning from the field we wrote our sto-
ries and turned them in to our main office at Camp Evans 
or Ben Hoa, sent out film to the photo lab for process-
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barrier to securing stable housing for homeless Veterans.

“VA can’t end Veteran homelessness alone,” said 
Anthony Love, senior adviser and director of commu-
nity engagement for the Veterans Health Administration 
Homeless Programs Office. “Partnerships with innova-
tive, community-oriented groups, such as Veterans Mat-
ter, have played a major role in the decline in Veteran 
homelessness in recent years.”

“In collaboration with VA, we are able to make a 
greater impact for homeless Veterans than we could on 
our own,” said Ken Leslie, who founded Veterans Matter 
and was once homeless himself.

Once Veterans are housed through the HUD-VASH 
program, VA case managers can connect them to other 
supportive services — such as employment assistance, 
health care, mental health treatment and substance use 
counseling — to help them recover and improve their abil-
ity to stay housed.

Based on data released by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development in 2016, since 2010, 
there has been an estimated 47 percent reduction in home-
lessness among Veterans across the country. Further, HUD 
said, between 2015 and 2016 alone, the number of home-
less Veterans decreased by 17 percent. In addition, of all 
VA homeless programs that assist Veterans, HUD-VASH 
assists the largest number of Veterans who have experi-
enced long-term or repeated homelessness. And of those 
Veterans in the program, 91 percent remain housed. The 
program has allocated more than 88,000 housing vouchers 
nationwide to date.

A Day In The Life...
A Day In The Life Of A Combat Reporter/
Photographer 
By Frank M. Smart 
15th Administrative Company, 1st Cavalry Division 
(AM) 
Service In The Republic Of South Vietnam April, 1968 
To April, 1969

The grunts did the dirty, dangerous work of ferret-
ing out the enemy and killing them. The helicopter pilots 
and door gunners did their part, often displaying uncom-
mon valor. The medics risked their lives to save others. 
Someone had to tell their stories so the people back home 
would know. In Vietnam, as in other wars, that job fell to 
the Combat Reporter/Photographer. That was my Army 
job in Vietnam. To get these stories we had to hump the 
boonies with the grunts, suffer the agonizing cries of pain 
alongside the medics, and we rode with the chopper pilots 
and door gunners to bring those stories to life. This then, is 
the story of a day in the life of Army men who performed 
these duties with the First Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in 
the Republic of South Vietnam. I served from April, 1968 
to April, 1969, as a Staff Reporter/Photographer for the 
“Cavalair” newspaper, the official organ for my unit. And 
while the day I describe is not necessarily a typical day, 
it is nevertheless a close approximation of those days we 
spent plying our military trade during the Vietnam War. 
Military journalists did not have the freedom of our ci-
vilian counterparts. Regardless of what went down in the 
field during any given day, we still had the military to con-
tend with and all that entails. We could not, for instance, 
return to Saigon each day, file our stories and head to the 
Caravel Hotel rooftop bar for cocktails and dinner as they 
did. The best we could hope for, if we were in the field, 
was warmed-up C- Rations, a quick smoke before dark 
on some small Night Defensive Position (NDP) on a hill-
top and a couple of hours fitful sleep before being roused 
for our stint on radio watch or foxhole guard duty. If we 
were back at our main base camp we would probably get 
a hot meal, a shower, maybe a couple of cold sodas or a 
beer, after we filed our stories. And then, of course, the 
Army extracted it’s pound of flesh with KP, guard duty, 
shit-burning detail, (Authors note: Vietnam had no sewer 
system, so all feces was burned using kerosene. Substitute 
‘feces-burning’ if necessary) charge-of-quarters duty, etc., 
ad infinitum.

Working out of a Brigade Public Information Office 
required spending time in the field with the infantry com-
panies to get our stories and photographs. Normally we 
would team up with an Army photographer who was as-
signed to my office and we would spend three to five days 
in the field with the grunts. When enough cameras and 
film were available we did our own photography as we 
were cross-trained. Each Army Brigade consisted of three 
battalions of five companies each, plus support units. Our 
office attempted to cover as many of these units as pos-
sible with the three or four reporters and one or two pho-
tographers available to us. Our articles and photographs 
were primarily written for the Division newspaper, “The 

same software being adopted by the military “is probably 
the right decision to make for VA,” Blake said. But VA’s 
cost is estimated to be three to four times the $9 billion that 
the Department of Defense has budgeted for its project, 
Blake said.

“How does the VA’s budget rationalize that point”” 
he asked. “I’m sure it doesn’t” because Shulkin selected 
Cerner using a non-compete waiver with no negotiations 
held yet on what the new record system might cost the VA.

On the Staab decision, Shulkin also “did the right 
thing,” Blake said. But that ruling “has already left VA 
with an obligation” to pay pending claims worth at least 
$2 billion “Where is that money at that’s going to pay for 
that issue? The average (claim obligation estimate) in sub-
sequent years is $1.1 billion or something in that range. 
Where is that money at? It’s not in the VA budget either.”

So, Blake said, “we have a $3.2 billion IU hole for 
Choice. We have approximately a $1 billion hole for 
Staab. And then we have the Cerner issue and don’t even 
know what that hole looks like. Right now, VA could be 
staring at a huge hole in its budget for 2018” even as ap-
propriations committees begin to markup VA funding bills 
taking no account of the changes Shulkin just announced.

“VA is left with billions of dollars in unanswered 
questions,” Blake said. “And it’s not enough to simply 
say,” as he suggested Shulkin did, “‘We have enough 
money. We can move it around.’ That’s simply not true.”

The worry for vet groups is that VA will come to look 
so costly that taxpayers will demand its prized health sys-
tem be dismantled in favor of private-sector care.

VA Secretary Formalizes Expansion of 
Emergency Mental Health Care to Former 
Service Members With Other-Than-Honor-
able Discharges

Secretary Announced Plans to Expand Coverage in 
March

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) released final-
ized plans that lay the framework for providing emergency 
mental health coverage to former service members with 
other-than-honorable (OTH) administrative discharges. 

This is the first time a VA Secretary has implemented 
an initiative specifically focused on this group of former 
service members who are in mental health distress.  

“Suicide prevention is my top clinical priority,” said 
Secretary Shulkin, also a physician. “We want these for-
mer service members to know there is someplace they 
can turn if they are facing a mental health emergency — 
whether it means urgent care at a VA emergency depart-
ment, a Vet Center or through the Veterans Crisis Line.”

Effective July 5, all Veterans Health Administration 
(VHA) medical centers will be prepared to offer emer-
gency stabilization care for former service members who 
present at the facility with an emergent mental health 
need. Under this initiative, former service members with 
an OTH administrative discharge may receive care for 
their mental health emergency for an initial period of up 
to 90 days, which can include inpatient, residential or out-
patient care.

During this time, VHA and the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration will work together to determine if the men-
tal health condition is a result of a service-related injury, 
making the service member eligible for ongoing coverage 
for that condition.  

Since Secretary Shulkin announced his intent in March 
to expand VA mental health coverage to service members 
with OTH administrative discharges, VA has worked with 
key internal and external stakeholders, including members 
of Congress, Veterans Service Organizations and commu-
nity partners on the issue.

 Veterans in crisis should call the Veterans Crisis Line 
at 800-273-8255 (press 1), or text 838255.

Veterans Matter Program and VA An-
nounce Milestone of Helping 1,500 Home-
less Veterans Secure Stable Housing

The U.S. Department Veterans Affairs (VA) and Vet-
erans Matter — a program that provides security deposits 
to homeless Veterans in 14 states and the District of Co-
lumbia — announced that, through their joint efforts, they 
have helped 1,500 Veterans exit homelessness and move 
into permanent housing.

Veterans Matter, supported by John Mellencamp, 
Dusty Hill, Katy Perry, Kid Rock and many others in the 
entertainment industry, was established in 2012 by the 
Toledo, Ohio-based nonprofit 1Matters.org, and focuses 
exclusively on providing security deposits to homeless 
Veterans who qualify for rental subsidies from the joint 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development-VA 
Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) program. In providing 
these security deposits, Veterans Matter removes a major 
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ing and started thinking about our next trip to the field. 
All in all the Combat Reporter/Photographers plied their 
trade pretty much the way everyone did in Vietnam. They 
did their best under trying, uncomfortable and dangerous 
conditions. In no way is this story intended to portray our 
jobs as being as dangerous as those who actually did the 
fighting, although we also fought when necessary. But, 
our jobs were important, and it was dangerous and dirty 
at times. It required great stamina, fortitude and a nose 
for news. We were not heroes. But, we were there in the 
foxholes, on the jungle trails and in the villes with the real 
heroes, taking their pictures and getting their stories for 
the world to know. And those stories will live for time im-
memorial, in print and film.

Chapter News

Chapter 223
Ken Holybee

The chapter has begun their Wednesday night mar-
ket in Santa Rosa. This market is more of a street fair 
with plenty of information and entertainment. We have 
our booth set up to speak to veterans about the benefits 
and programs available to veterans and their families. We 
have been seeing an increase of Iraq, Afghan and Gulf 
War veterans at our booth. We have been able to assist 
a few veterans in need and have given six $500 scholar-
ships this year. Our coffee cart has survived the winter, it 
is an outside project at the clinic, and we have really en-
joyed this program. We could use a few more volunteers 
to help out. Some of our guys are getting a little irritable at 
sunup these days. We thank the local Purple Heart chapter 
for paining the entrance floor. It makes it a little easier to 
clean up the spills.

Our treasurer, Bill Burke, and Kate Palmer are plan-
ning to attend a banquet at the San Quintin Prison. We 
have been working with the veterans there being their 
bankers for their projects. I am sure Bill and Kate will 
have a great time. They should have their paperwork done 
properly so they can get out. I am sure they will have a 
great time. 

We will only be sending four of our authorized del-
egates to the convention. We are unable to send them to 
the region meeting in Denver for financial reasons.

We are in the planning and working stages for our 
annual dinner dance fundraiser in September. We are also 
working on programs with the county to make sure our 
Veterans Building is maintained and available for us and 
others that wish to use it. We also had a successful town 
hall meeting with the local VA. We had the director and 
her staff as well as people from our clinic in attendance. 
Anytime we can have civil question and answer time with 
the VA it is successful in my opinion. Our service office 
will be retiring this year and we will need to train a new 
one. He has said he will stay on to make sure we have a 
smooth transition. On Tuesday’s they use our office to see 
clients. They have also do outreach to Petaluma and So-
noma every week as well as house calls for veterans that 
cannot get to their locations.

Chapter 643

VIETNAM VETERANS WANTED
PAY YOUR RESPECTS TO YOUR BUDDIES WHO 
DID NOT COME BACK FROM VIETNAM

WHEN: AUGUST 5, 2017 (SATURDAY)
WHERE: DINUBA CA... WESTERN REGIONAL 
VIETNAM MEMORIAL WALL
(Veterans Memorial Hall Grounds)
TIME: 9:00 AM
WHAT; ADDING OF NEW NAMES TO THE WALL 
(18 WELCOME HOME GUYS) CEREMONY!! COL-
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OR GUARD, WELCOME, PRAYER, ADD NAMES, 
FIRING SQUAD & TAPS.

Short History of Dinuba's Vietnam Memorial Wall. 
This will be the third year the Wall was brought to Di-

nuba. Its a full name of over 58000 names on the Wall. 
Same as Washington but 3/4 the size. If you lost a buddy 
in Vietnam he is here on the Wall. We are adding 18 new 
names to the Wall. Maybe he is the MIA that you knew? 

Refreshments will be served. Bring yourself and Family.
Adding a few more comments: the Wall was pur-

chased for over $200,000. The committee has had fund-
raisers from ticket sales and dinners to Brick Sales and 
Public Donations for a total of $160,000. All donations 
have been small but every penny counts. We badly need to 
retire the debt but with God behind our backs we will do it.

Dinuba CA is located 12 miles inland from 99 Free-
way/Exit Mountain View East. You will run into the Me-
morial Hall as you can see it from the Main intersection 
of Alta Ave (road 80) and Mountain View (becomes El 
Monte Way) as you enter the City.

Our Guys on the Wall never got a chance to be Fa-
thers or even Grandfathers. Let's make it a day to remem-
ber and be happy come August 5th, 2017. See you here at 
9:00AM

Questions:
Wall Committee
Joe Rivera US Marines 559-315-5177 559-798-4391
Moses Ibarra US Army 408-460-8708
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #643
George Madrid US Navy Seabee 559-623-3233
email: geodrid@sbcglobal.net

Chapter 201
Chapter 201 Holds Annual Election

Chapter 201 held its annual election of officers for 
2017 to 2018 on April 17th.  Over thirty-five Chapter 
members, Associates and guests witnessed the election 
of Warren Finch as President, Gene Fanucchi as Vice 
President, Stephen Thompson as Secretary and the reelec-
tion of Treasurer Dennis Foggie.  Dennis Whittaker was 
elected as a member of the Board of Directors, Warren 
Finch, John Hassenplug and Randy Sessler were elected 
as Chapter delegates to the 2017 VVA Convention.  Chap-
ter 201 Election Committee members elected were Larry 
Doutherd, John Hassenplug and Dennis Whittaker.  The 
Chapter was honored to have CSC Central District Direc-
tor Al Sickle conduct the installation of the new officers 
following a dinner at Holder’s Country Inn Restaurant in 
San Jose.
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Incoming Chapter 201 President Warren Finch pre-
sented a “Gavel Plaque” to outgoing Chapter 201 Presi-
dent Dave Sanders recognizing his outstanding perfor-
mance as Chapter 201 President between 2015 and 2017.

Newly elected Chapter 201 President Warren Finch 
presented CSC Central District Director Al Sickle with 
a Certificate of Appreciation for his outstanding perfor-
mance as the Installation Officer for the newly elected Of-
ficers of Chapter 201 on April 17, 2017 In San Jose Cali-
fornia 

Chapter 201 Participation in Memorial Day

Each year, on Memorial Day, ceremonies are held at 
Oak Hill Memorial Park in San Jose, California that at-
tract up to 3,000 spectators.  This year VVA Chapter 201 
participated in the United Veterans Council of Santa Clara 
County (UVC) ceremony to honor the fallen of all wars 
since the establishment of Decoration Day (now Memorial 
Day) in 1868.  Chapter 201 members posted the VVA col-
ors and placed the POW/MIA and Vietnam War wreaths at 
the Veterans Section in Oak Hill Memorial Park.  

VVA Chapter 201 member Fran 
McVey, assisted by former Army 
Special Forces SSGT Ed Sawicki, 
placed the POW/MIA Wreath during 
the UVC Memorial Day Ceremony.

VVA Member Mike Frangadakis 
assisted Chapter-201 member Jack 
Wells and Chapter Director, Den-
nis Whittaker in placing the Vietnam 
War Wreath during the UVC Memo-
rial Day Ceremony Oak Hill Memo-
rial Park.

Following the ceremony in the 
Veterans Section, Chapter 201 held 
it’s annual service at the Oak Hill 
“Field of Honor” which included a 
“POW/MIA Missing Man Table” 
tribute.  Assisting the members of 
VVA Chapter 201 at the Field of 
Honor were members from the VVA-
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201 Associates who posted the colors, fired the rifle salute 
and provided the playing of Taps.

VVA Chapter-201 President Warren Finch, Treasurer 
Dennis Foggie, Fran McVey, Secretary Steve Thompson 
and Director Dennis Whittaker participated in the VVA 
Chapter 201 annual Field of Honor Service on Memorial 
Day at Oak Hill Memorial Park.

VVA Chapter 201 Vice President Gene Fanucchi 
presided as Master of Ceremonies while Chaplain Randy 
Richmond provided the invocation and Benediction for 
the VVA Field of Honor service at Oak Hill Memorial 
Park.  Air Force veteran, and new Chapter 201 member, 
Rose Herrera, former Vice Mayor of San Jose, conducted 
the “POW/MIA Missing Man Table” tribute.

Chapter 982
Hello from Chapter 982

Our WHVVD in March was a great success. Thank 

you to our members and family and friends for all their 
work. We were able to again meet our scholarship goals. 
In May we had our Chapter trap shoot and lunch at the 
Santa Maria gun club. We had a good turn out. So much 
fun to watch first time shooters, they smile from ear to 
ear. Many of our members and families got together at the 
Elks in Santa Maria for a Cook Your Own dinner. Good 
times had by all. On Memorial Day we set up an informa-
tion booth at a concert in Avila Beach. We picked up some 
new members and had a good response from the public. 
Our members also participated in other local events in 
the area on Memorial Day.. Thank you to all that could 
attend. Memorial Day week-end was also a big event at 
Santa Margarita Ranch for military vehicles, war bird fly 
ins, old trucks, old tractors and equipment. It was a great 
show especially watching the World War II planes taking 
off and landing. Our Chapter thanks go to Gary Haines 
and the Oceano Elks for inviting us to participate. Gary 
and his crew had a whole base camp set up with more 
a dozen World War II vehicles. A big THANK YOU to 
our Chapter scholarship chairperson - Penny Chamousis, 
and all the scholarship committee, Teresa Brewer, Erma 
Estrada, Chris Kaufman, Delia Bernstine, George Chavez 
and Gerry Estrada. We attended different schools at their 
Awards Night and presented six deserving students with a 
$1000 scholarship  It is so rewarding to meet these young 
folks and their families. And they are so thankful to Veter-
ans helping out. And of course our monthly Chapter bowl-
ing night continues to be lots of fun. See you next issue.

 
Jerry Kaufman
Support Our Troops - May God Bless

OC Veteran Cemetery
Veterans’ cemetery will be near 5/405 in-
terchange after Irvine votes to swap Great 
Park land for strawberry fields

After nearly three hours of public comments and de-
bate, the Irvine City Council at a special meeting Tuesday, 
June 6, voted 3-2 to change the site originally designated 
for a veterans’ cemetery.

Instead of moving forward with a 125-acre parcel in 
the Orange County Great Park for the cemetery at the for-

mer El Toro Marine base – expected to cost $80 million – 
the council will pursue a proposal from Aliso Viejo-based 
developer FivePoint for farmland the company owns near 
the I-5/I-405 interchange.

FivePoint will swap that land, currently a strawberry 
field, to build the cemetery at no cost to the city in ex-
change for the property from the first proposed cemetery 
site.

FivePoint has also offered to fund the first phase of 
cemetery construction.

“The Irvine council’s decision is a win-win-win for 
the city at-large, our communities, and most importantly, 
our veterans who deserve a special place to honor their 
own that is worthy of the service they have given this 
country,” FivePoint chairman and CEO Emile Haddad 
said in a written statement.

No details on the company’s plans for the land it ac-
quires in the swap were given.

Mayor Don Wagner and council members Melissa 
Fox and Christina Shea voted in favor of the FivePoint 
proposal. Mayor Pro Tem Lynn Schott and Councilman 
Jeffrey Lalloway turned in the dissenting votes.

That prompted Wagner and Fox to ask for Tuesday’s 
special meeting.

Irvine taxpayers would have to make up the $50 mil-
lion difference, Wagner said.

“That’s not fair to our taxpayers and won’t get the 
veterans cemetery they deserve.”

Lalloway said there are too many unknowns in Five-
Point’s proposal and there is no way to determine the ac-
tual costs to Irvine without more research.

“We’re just going to shove this down people’s throats 
without proper study,” Lalloway said. “This is ludicrous, 
absolutely ludicrous.”

Schott called the FivePoint proposal “nothing more 
than a real estate business deal.”

“I think what we are seeing here is the giveaway of 
our Great Park and I’m not going to facilitate that,” Schott 
said.

The panel heard from about 50 speakers, with nearly 
an equal number expressing support and opposition to the 
FivePoint site.

Some said the process of selecting a site had become 
too political.

“Let’s set aside all the politics,” said Peter Katz, an 
Army veteran and member of the Orange County Memo-
rial Park Committee.

“I favor the strawberry field,” Katz said. “The costs 
are cheaper. The access is easier.”

Some veterans who addressed the council said they 
support either site.

“What I want to see is a cemetery for our veterans,” 
said James Torres, a disabled Vietnam veteran and past 

commander of the Disabled American Veterans Depart-
ment of California. “Whatever you decide, I will back you 
100 percent.”

Fox addressed the speakers during the meeting.
“I appreciate all the passion in this room to support 

the veterans, no matter what your opinion is,” she said.

SACRAMENTO – Prior to the start of Memorial 
Day weekend, Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva (D-
Fullerton) made the following statement on the inclusion 
of a $30 million allocation of funds in the 2017 Califor-
nia State Budget Report for an Orange County Veterans 
Cemetery.

“This is a fitting announcement for Memorial Day 
Weekend, when we honor those American heroes that 
made the ultimate sacrifice. An Orange County Veterans 
Cemetery reflects the values and priorities of our commu-
nity and gives local veterans the option of a military burial 
that is closer to home.”
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This allocation came directly after Quirk-Silva host-
ed California Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. in Orange 
County, where they had a private tour of proposed sites for 
a new state veteran cemetery in Irvine. Assemblywoman 
Quirk-Silva and Governor Brown also met with local offi-
cials and community groups, in order to facilitate the bud-
get appropriation of funds.

In 2014, Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva authored leg-
islation that set the way for State and Federal approval of 
plans, leading to the construction and operation of the Or-
ange County Veterans Cemetery project.

Letter to the Editor -
The Veteran

The last edition of the Veteran, April 2017 touched 
my heart dearly. As an operating room and emergency 
nurse in Nam in ’68-’69, I can relate to many of the arti-
cles. There is a correction for “Lessons Not Lost” on page 
30. The picture of Capt. Bernice Scott was taken at the 
2nd Surgical Hospital when it was in Lai Khe, September 
1969. I know because I was her tent mate when she was 
assigned there in late Spring of ’69. There were a total 
of 8 women nurses stationed there and we shared 2 tents.  
Her husband, Mark, was an officer with Big Red One and 
came to visit when his unit would come in from the field. 
The 2nd Surg came in-country in ’66 in An Khe/Qui  Nhon 
to support 1st Cav.  It moved to Chu Lai ’67 and grew to 
over 300 beds.  This hospital was then taken over by the 
312th Evacuation hospital reserve unit from Winston Sa-
lem, N. Carolina.  The  2nd Surg  moved December, 1968 
to Lai Khe and was converted to a MUST unit(Medical 
Unit Self Contained Transport). It was one of four used 
during Vietnam War as a new model for a MASH(Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital) type unit. These were expand-
able, mobile shelters with inflatable ward sections. Ex-
pandable sections were also provided for the radiology, 
laboratory, pharmacy, and kitchen areas. The operating 
rooms(3) were each similar to ½ of a semi –tractor trailer 
with all parts fixed in place for secure transport and quick 
set up. Time was critical for care of the wounded and so 
we were placed closer to the fighting for quick trauma care 
and transport on to an evacuation hospital after stabilizing 
the soldiers. Our motto was “Second To None.” It was an 
honor to serve with this great hospital unit. See the two at-
tached websites for a video on the set up for a MUST unit 
and an army map of hospitals in S. Vietnam 1968-1970.

Kate O’Hare-Palmer. VVA  Women Veterans Comm. 
Ch.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8L3-MTpKNc 
Video of MUST unit : Medical unit self contained trans-
port. 1966.  

http://www.medicalinspection.net/the-mobile-army-
surgical-hospital-vietnam-war-must-vs-mash.html

ARMY HOSPITAL MAP: 1968-1970

Commentary:  
It's time for every American to thank those 
who served in Vietnam 
By: Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey 
Note: The following is a guest commentary by retired 
Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey.

Combat in Vietnam produced vivid memories that are 
seared there forever.  And when the veterans who fought 
in Vietnam returned home, they were mostly shunned by 
their fellow Americans. It hurt us then, and it still hurts 
us now. But one federal organization  –   The Vietnam 
War Commemoration – is trying to remedy that. They are 
taking their congressional mandate very seriously. They 
are on a full court press thanking and honoring Vietnam 
veterans and their families for their service, sacrifice and 
valor 50 years ago. Indeed, across the nation, Americans 
are uniting to thank and honor Vietnam veterans and their 
families. Because of the challenges of the time, The Com-
memoration's efforts to thank Vietnam veterans and their 
families include all 9 million U.S. veterans who served 
from Nov. 1, 1955 to May 15, 1975, and their families, 
regardless of location.

The President recently signed S. 305 – The Vietnam 
War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017.  This established 
March 29 as the date, from here on, that all Americans can 
pause and consider the cost of that conflict to the lives of 
the many who fought there.  In the years to come, many 
more will travel to the Nation's Capital and visit the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial.  That sacred place is a reminder 
to its four million annual visitors of the service and sacri-
fice of more than 58,300 Americans whose names are on 
"The Wall." During a ceremony at The Wall on Memorial 

Day 2012, President Obama said "one of the most painful 
chapters in our history was Vietnam – most particularly, 
how we treated our troops who served there. You came 
home and sometimes were denigrated, when you should 
have been celebrated. It was a national shame and we re-
solve that it will not happen again."

A key to the Commemoration accomplishing its pri-
mary objective is its hometown-centric Commemorative 
Partner Program. To date, more than 10,000 organizations 
at the local, state and federal levels have committed to 
conducting two events per year, in their local communi-
ties, that recognize and honor Vietnam veterans and their 
families. We Vietnam veterans are proud we carried out 
our duty as the country ordered us to do. We fought for 
each other over there. We fought to stay alive. There were 
no parades when we came home, as there were for almost 
every other conflict America has fought in. Members of 
my company all went back to their homes, farms, families 
and carried on with life. Many Vietnam veterans stayed in 
the Army, the Marines, the Air Force, the Navy, the Coast 
Guard and helped forge the Armed Services into the amaz-
ingly effective fighting forces they are today.

Now is the time for all Americans to fully embrace the 
brave men and women who returned home from Vietnam, 
often to shame and disgrace, by publicly thanking them 
with honor and dignity, as well as recognizing the sacri-
fices of their families. To quote retired U.S. Army Colonel 
Albert Nahas, a Vietnam veteran, "We had no expecta-
tions but to serve where duty called us. We asked for no 
reward except a nation's thanks." Please join the nation...
thank a Vietnam veteran! Find out more at www.vietnam-
war50th.com. Retired Army Gen. Barry McCaffrey. Photo 
Credit: Alan Lessig/Staff

Gen. Barry R. McCaffrey is president of his own 
consulting firm based in Arlington, Virginia (www.mc-
caffreyassociates.com). McCaffrey received two Distin-
guished Service Crosses and two Silver Stars for valor 
in Vietnam. He commanded the 24th Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) during Desert Storm and  led U.S. Armed 
Forces  Southern Command.

Vietnam War On PBS
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick: Vietnam’s Un-
healed Wounds
By Ken Burns And Lynn Novick

Photo Credit Owen Freeman
On April 23, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford deliv-

ered an address at Tulane University in New Orleans. As 
the president spoke, more than 100,000 North Vietnamese 
troops were approaching Saigon, having overrun almost 
all of South Vietnam in just three months. Thirty years 
after the United States first became involved in Southeast 
Asia and 10 years after the Marines landed at Danang, the 
ill-fated country for which more than 58,000 Americans 
had died was on the verge of defeat.

“We, of course, are saddened indeed by the events 
in Indochina,” the president told the crowd. The United 
States could soon “regain the sense of pride that existed 
before Vietnam,” he said, but only if we “stop refighting 
the battles and the recriminations of the past.” The time 
had come, the president concluded, “to unify, to bind up 
the nation’s wounds” and “begin a great national recon-
ciliation.” Just seven days later, North Vietnamese tanks 
smashed through the gates of the Presidential Palace in 
Saigon. The Vietnam War was over.

It’s been more than 40 years now, and despite Ford’s 
optimism, we have been unable to put that war behind us. 
As one Army veteran, Phil Gioia, told us, “The Vietnam 
War drove a stake right into the heart of America.”

For more than a generation, instead of forging a path 
to reconciliation, we have allowed the wounds the war in-
flicted on our nation, our politics and our families to fester. 
The troubles that trouble us today — alienation, resent-
ment and cynicism; mistrust of our government and one 
another; breakdown of civil discourse and civic institu-
tions; conflicts over ethnicity and class; lack of account-
ability in powerful institutions — so many of these seeds 
were sown during the Vietnam War.

In our own treacherously divisive moment, Ameri-
cans would do well to take a long, hard look at the bitter 
and painful tragedy of Vietnam, as searing and difficult as 
that will be for our country. If we can unpack this enor-
mously complicated event, immerse ourselves in it and see 
it with fresh eyes, we might come to terms with one of 
the most consequential, and most misunderstood, events 
in our history and perhaps inoculate ourselves against the 
further spread of the virulent disunion that afflicts us.

Nothing will ever make the tragedy of the Vietnam 
War all right. But if we are to begin the process of healing, 
we must first honor the courage, heroism and sacrifice of 

those who served and those who died, not just as we do 
today, on Memorial Day, but every day.

As filmmakers, we have tried to do so by listening 
to their stories. “It’s almost going to make me cry,” an-
other Army veteran, Vincent Okamoto, told us, remem-
bering the infantry company he led in Vietnam in 1968. 
“Nineteen-year-old high school dropouts from the lowest 
socioeconomic rung of American society,” he remem-
bered. “They weren’t going be rewarded for their service 
in Vietnam. And yet, their infinite patience, their loyalty to 
each other, their courage under fire, was just phenomenal. 
And you would ask yourself: How does America produce 
young men like this?”

While Mr. Okamoto and hundreds of thousands of 
other soldiers were fighting and dying overseas, hundreds 
of thousands of other Americans were taking to the streets 
to protest a war they believed was not only not in our coun-
try’s best interest, but immoral and unjust. As the antiwar 
activist Bill Zimmerman told us, “People who supported 
the war were fond of saying ‘My country, right or wrong,’ 
” but the war’s critics didn’t “want to live in a country that 
we’re going to support whether it’s right or wrong. So we 
began an era where two groups of Americans, both think-
ing that they were acting patriotically, went to war with 
each other.”

Far too often when Americans talk about the Vietnam 
War, as the writer Viet Thanh Nguyen wrote, we are talk-
ing only about ourselves. But we will never understand 
what happened if we do not ask our allies and our enemies 
— the Vietnamese on both sides of the conflict — what 
the war was really like. For many of them, it remains as 
painful, unsettled and difficult to talk about as it is for us.

For the South Vietnamese who came to America as 
refugees after the war, and who suffered not only the loss 
of loved ones but of their country itself, questions linger. 
Did their leaders deserve the loyalty of their people? With-
out it, how long could their government have endured?

For the Vietnamese on the winning side, the war’s 
cost in blood and bone was immeasurable. “The war was 
so horribly brutal,” the North Vietnamese Army Gen. Lo 
Khac Tam told us, “I don’t have words to describe it. How 
can we ever explain to the younger generation the price 
paid?” Having failed to reconcile with one another despite 
their enormous sacrifice, many Vietnamese have begun to 
ask themselves whether the war was necessary, whether 
some other way might have been found to reunite their 
country.

There is no simple or single truth to be extracted from 
the Vietnam War. Many questions remain unanswerable. 
But if, with open minds and open hearts, we can consider 
this complex event from many perspectives and recognize 
more than one truth, perhaps we can stop fighting over 
how the war should be remembered and focus instead on 
what it can teach us about courage, patriotism, resilience, 
forgiveness and, ultimately, reconciliation.

Ken Burns and Lynn Novick are the directors of the 
forthcoming documentary “The Vietnam War.”

Wall Changes
Five Service Members Accounted For From 
Vietnam War Now Have Statuses Changed 
On The Wall

2017 Status Changes include:
SFC Alan L Boyer Army SFC Boyer went missing 

on March 28, 1968 while on a covert mission in Laos. A 
small portion of his remains were found and identified in 
March 2016.

LCDR Frederick P Crosby
Navy LCDR Crosby was flying a RF-8A on a combat 

mission in North Vietnam on June 1, 1965. His aircraft 
was hit by enemy fire and crashed leading the Navy to 
classify him as KIA/BNR. His remains were recovered in 
late 2015 and identified in 2016.

COL William E Campbell
Air Force COL Campbell was flying a combat mis-

sion over Laos on January 29, 1969 when hit by a ground-
to-air missile. Personal items were found in Laos includ-
ing his Texas A&M class ring and sidearm. His remains 
were recovered in 2014 and identified in 2016.

MAJ Dean A Klenda
Air Force MAJ Klenda was flying a F-105 over North 

Vietnam on September 17, 1965. A small portion of his 
remains were recovered in 2013 and further excavation 
continued until he was fully identified in 2016.

COL Patrick H Wood
Air Force COL Wood was flying a HH3E helicop-

ter on a mission to recover another aviator on February 6, 
1967 near the border of Laos and Cambodia. After rescu-
ing the aviator, the helicopter was shot down killing Wood 
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and the other crew and passengers. His remains were re-
covered in December 2015 and identified in 2016.

According to the National League of POW/MIA 
Families, the number of service members missing and oth-
erwise unaccounted-for from the Vietnam War is 1,611.

Venice Wall
Venice Vietnam War Memorial Unveiled 
After Vandalism Repaired

On Memorial Day, a year after vandals 
covered Venice's Vietnam War POW/MIA 
Mural in graffiti, the community unveiled 
the restoration effort.
By SoCal Patch

A restored Vietnam War POW/MIA mural in Venice 
that had been vandalized was unveiled Monday.

Vandals sprayed a thick sheen of silver paint over 
most of the names on the mural on May 26, 2016, with 
four monikers among the names found at the scene, au-
thorities said.

Though most, if not all, of the paint was removed by 
volunteers before Memorial Day 2016, the mural had no 
protective anti-graffiti coating so some of the original mu-
ral was destroyed in the process.

"Neighbors in Venice and veterans throughout the 
region were disgusted by the criminal defacement of this 
mural," said City Councilman Mike Bonin, whose district 
includes Venice.

"It took a focused and inclusive community effort to 
begin restoring the mural."

The mural was completed in 1991 and includes the 
names of 2,273 members of the armed forces counted as 
prisoners of war or missing in action for the Vietnam War. 
The words "You Are Not Forgotten" are on top of the mu-
ral.

VENICE (CBSLA.com) – An official re-dedication 
ceremony was held Monday morning for a Vietnam War 
mural in Venice that has been fully restored after being 
vandalized twice in the past year.

The POW MIA Mural , located at Pacific Avenue 
near Sunset Court, was first vandalized in on Memorial 
Day weekend in 2016. It was covered in graffiti from end 
to end.

In January, 24-year-old Angel Castro was sentenced 
to four years in state prison after pleading no contest to 
charges of vandalism and robbery in connection with the 
incident.

The mural was vandalized a second time in March of 
this year. No arrests have been made in the most recent 
case.

Dozens of volunteers spent the last year restoring the 
mural with the help of a $10,000 donation from Southern 
California Gas Company. It now has a protective coating 
that will allow any new graffiti to be easily scrubbed away.

The mural was painted in the early 1990s by artist Pat-
rick Stewart and bears the names of 2,237 soldiers counted 
as prisoners of war or missing in action in Vietnam.
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Keep March 30 As Welcome Home Vn Veterans Day!!

To:  All Vietnam Veterans who served in and during the Vietnam war, 
Vietnam Veterans of America California State Council and to Califor-
nia State elected Representatives:

Most of us VN Veterans remember the less then poor "welcome" 
we received after our time of service was up and we attempted to return 
"home".

We VN Veterans did our best to get on with our lives after we got 
back to the States, unfortunately some, more successfully than others.

So many men and women have passed since the end of the VN 
war, many of whom never heard the words "welcome home". However, 
in Washington DC, in 2006, for the first time in American history our 
United States Congress and Senate, both unanimously passed resolutions 
proclaiming March 30 as Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day 
(WHVVD)!

In California, on September 26, 2009, March 30, WHVVD became 
law!  The first state in the nation to do so. Since 2009, every March 30, 
in Sacramento California we have held, celebrated and hosted our very 
own home grown WHVVD event.  And it has been great!

Thirty days after California proclaimed march 30 as WHVVD, 
Connecticut became the second state to pass legislation, and since then, so many other states have followed this wonderful lead.

Now, today, almost twelve years after the creation of WHVVD and after forty years of ignoring us, Washington DC attempts to jump in with a watered down version of what 
they titled "National Vietnam War Veterans Day" and they also changed the date to March 29 instead of March 30.  Why?

Why are those in D.C. trying to reinvent something that already exists and works so darn well! I believe it's because they would like to make WHVVD their own idea. To make 
it a political Washington DC idea.

At WHVVD we also feel it is so unfair to ALL other Veterans who served during various wars/campaigns.  If with have a Vietnam War Veterans Day, then obviously, in order 
to show respect to all who served, should we now have a National WW II Veterans Day?  A National Korea War Veterans Day? A national Iraq, Afghanistan, .....etc?

Wrong!  We have November 11!  That's National Recognition Day for all who served.
The reason for the creation of WHVVD is simply because we were the only warriors to return home and treated with dishonor and disrespect, that is why the words WELCOME 

HOME are the MOST important part of our idea and our dream to recognize our VN Veterans.
After waiting nearly forty years for America to do something to fix the past, to try and heal the old wound that the "homecoming" left in the hearts of All Who Served in and 

during the VN War.  WHVVD got tired of waiting for others, with a lot of work WHVVD was born in Whittier, Ca., It took us two years, however, in 2002 Whittier Ca. became the 
first city in the nation to proclaim March 30 as WHVVD.

In May 2004, in order to raise national attention, the WHVVD Cycling Team rode bicycles from Whittier Ca to Washington DC (with the strong support of Congresswoman 
Linda T. Sanchez in D.C.). After twenty eight days and twenty seven hundred miles we arrived in D.C. Where we gave birth to WHVVD in every Congressional Office on the hill!

Two years later, WHVVD was given national birth unanimously by both Houses on Capital Hill!
In California our Vietnam Veterans of America California State Council (VVA/CSC) not only supported WHVVD but strongly endorsed it at our State Capital and with the 

combined efforts of the VVA CSC, and (then California Senator) now republican Congressman Paul Cook along with Congresswoman Linda T Sanchez and fellow Veteran Pete 
Conaty WHVVD became a reality.

What WHVVD is asking of all who served in and during the VN War, what WHVVD asking the State of California elected officials, what WHVVD is asking VVA CSC AND 
all VN Veterans in California is to stand firm in what we have created and celebrated here at home, in our great state of California.

Washington DC wants to change what we have already established here in our own backyard, a day of honor and hope.  Our strongest desire is that our welcome home goes on 
forever AS IT IS in our history books so that NEVER again will any Veterans coming home from any war will be spat on or treated with disrespect when they come home!

The words "Welcome Home" must remain in our day of celebration every march 30! California and ALL California Veterans WHVVD asks you to please respect and observe 
March 30 as WHVVD!  DO NOT CHANGE THE DATE OR THE NAME OF OUR WELCOME HOME!

Thank you for your time and attention.  May God bless America and ALL Her Veterans.  To those who served, Welcome Home!
Jose Ramos CEO/Founder whvvd@aol.com


