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In thIs Issue:
• Chapter News
• CA Vietnam Memorial Anniversary Info
• Chapter Memorial Project Photos

• MIA Remains Returned - Ceremony Held
  And more...

VVA & CsC MeetIng DAtes & eVents
Full Council Meetings:

August 8-10, 2008 - Fresno
October 24-26, 2008 - Fresno

December 10-14, 2008 - Sacramento, 20th Anniversary CA Vietnam Memorial
January 23-25, 2009 - Fresno

April 3-5, 2009 - Fresno

July 27 - August 2, 2009 - Louisville, KY, National Convention

President’s Message

It’s only been a little over a  month since the 
state convention, but it’s been a busy time as 
your newly elected State Council President. 

As my first official public function, I was hon-
ored and privileged to attend and speak at the 
Dedication Ceremony for the new Vietnam Vet-
erans Monument, sponsored and built thru the 
efforts of Fresno Chapter 933, at the VA Cen-
tral California Healthcare System in Fresno, 
on Saturday June 14th. The program was very 
well attended, and the Officer’s and members 
of Chapter 933 should feel great pride in their 
accomplishments!  (see story and photos in this 
issue - page 8)

The following days included invitations to at-
tend several other events throughout the state 
and all on the same weekend. I gave a short 
speech at the American Legion’s Department of 
California’s State Convention in Bakersfield on 
Friday June 20th. I extended an invitation and 
encouraged them to participate in the celebra-
tion and parade for the 20th Anniversary of the 
Dedication of the California Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Sacramento. (see more information 
on pages 4 & 5)

Unable to be in multiple places at the opposite 

ends of the state, I asked newly elected South 
District Vice President Steve Mackey to repre-
sent the CSC and attend the VFW’s State Con-
vention in Ontario. 

I attended the VVA National Leadership Confer-
ence, in Greenville, South Carolina, June 16th 
thru the 19th, along with a very large contingent 
of CSC members, who where also there, for ei-
ther the conference, VSO Advance Training, or 
to attend the AVVA National Convention.  Of all of 
the leadership conferences that I have attended 
before, this one was definitely the best one yet!  
It was labeled as "VVA Summer School 2008," 
and was just that. The seminars and workshops 
were all informative, educational and interest-
ing, with knowledgeable presenters who kept 
your attention. The information provided at this 
conference is something that I want to share 
with all of the chapters in the state, and will in-
corporate into our Leadership Development 
Training. 

Congratulations to our own Carol Southern, who 
was elected as Region 9 Director at AVVA’s 5th 
Biennial Convention.  We wish her well in her po-
sition, and look forward to working with her dur-
ing the coming years. 

Working alongside the other members of the 
CSC Board of Directors, I hope that the next two 

years will have us continue along the road that 
Ken Holybee has set us on, and also that we grow 
and increase our representation and participa-
tion at the National level with CSC members on 
National Committees. 

We are making great progress in our cooperative 
project with the California Department of Veter-
ans Affairs, in planning and putting on the 20th 
Anniversary Celebration of the California Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Ceremony and Parade 
in December. Thanks to all of the CSC Chapters 
and members who are involved with this! This 
should be CSC’s landmark event, and WE should 
be proud to be part of it!  

First VP rePort

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
members of the board of directors from the last 
two years for their assistance in helping me put 
forward a program that we can all be proud of. 
We have made some good accomplishments in 
our mission of assisting veterans. We also have 
started the work on giving the veterans a pro-
gram for the Twentieth Anniversary of the Cali-
fornia Vietnam Memorial starting on December 
10th 2008.

I would also like to thank the committee chairs 

California State Council Newly Elected Officers Sworn In June 7, 2008

At the 2008 California State Convention, held June 6-7, 2008, the newly elected Board of Directors are Sworn 
in.  From left to right: Dick Southern, 1st VP; Ken Holybee, 2nd VP; Tom Hohmann (in back), Secretary; Dennis 
"Doc" Croucher, Central District VP; Tim Forrest (in back), Treasurer; Gary Colletti, At Large VP; Steve Mackey 
(in back) South District VP; Bob Johnston, Sr., President.
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State Council Officer Address Phone/Cell E-mail
President - Bob Johnston, Sr. PO Box 666

San Martin, CA 95046-0666
408-847-1195 bobj201@yahoo.com

president@vvacalsc.com
1st Vice President - Ken Holybee 10311 Woodside Dr.

Forestville, CA 95436
707-887-8891 holybee@comcast.net

vp1@vvacalsc.com
2nd Vice President - Dick Southern PO Box 68

Tuolumne, CA 95379
209-928-3848 southern@lodelink.com

vp2@vvacalsc.com
Secretary - Tom Hohmann PO Box 3007

Riverside, CA 92519-3007
951-683-7251 tomh47@aol.com

secretary@vvacalsc.com
Treasurer - Tim Forrest 2776 White Sage Dr.

Henderson, NV 89052
702-641-1946 treesforever@embarqmail.com

treasurer@vvacalsc.com
District Vice Presidents Address Phone E-mail
North District - Henry Iasiello 1290 Tuck Rd.

Willits, CA 95490-8827
707-459-8601 shiningraven@earthlink.net

north_district@vvacalsc.com
Central District - Dennis Croucher 3684 Highway 140

Catheys Valley, CA 95306
209-966-2292
209-769-3757

orland123@yahoo.com
central_district@vvacalsc.com

South District - Steve Mackey 7401 Candlelight Dr.
Riverside, CA 92509

951-681-9531
951-231-7268

nebhuskfan@aol.com
south_district@vvacalsc.com

Director - Gary Colletti 2861 Park Vista Ct.
Fullerton, CA 92835

714-990-1436 gmcolletti@aol.com
director@vvacalsc.com

Committee Chair Co-Chair E-mail
Membership Steve Mackey nebhuskfan@aol.com

membership@vvacalsc.com
Public Affairs Dick Southern

(to be confirmed at CSC)
southern@lodelink.com
public_affairs@vvacalsc.com

Government Affairs Ken Holybee holybee@comcast.net
government@vvacalsc.com

Legislative Coordinator Carl Jensen
(to be confirmed at CSC)

cjjens@hotmail.com
legslative@vvacalsc.com

Minority Affairs Jerry Yamamoto n9140y@ca.rr.com
minority@vvacalsc.com

Constitution Jim Southerland
(to be confirmed at CSC) constitution@vvacalsc.com

Finance Barry Schoffel bshowful@att.net
finance@vvacalsc.com

Women Veterans Kate O'Hare Palmer
(to be confirmed at CSC) women_veterans@vvacalsc.com

Meeting Planner Dick Southern southern@lodelink.net

POW/MIA Ed Mentz
(to be confirmed at CSC)

csc_vvaed@sbcglobal.net
powmia@vvacalsc.com

Zephyr Tom Hohmann tomh47@aol.com
zephyr@vvacalsc.com

SDIT Liaison Mike McCoy
(to be confirmed at CSC)

mikebmccoy@netscape.com
sdit_liaison@vvacalsc.com

PTSD Henry Iasiello shiningraven@earthlink.net
ptsd@vvacalsc.com

Incarcerated Veterans Bob Chaney
(to be confirmed at CSC) incarcerated@vvacalsc.com

AVVA Liaison Elayne Mackey cysticfib@aol.com
avva_liaison@vvacalsc.com

Agent Orange Dave Sanders
(to be confirmed at CSC)

amddave@aol.com
agent_orange@vvacalsc.com

Veteran Benefits John Weaver
(to be confirmed at CSC) veteran_benefits@vvacalsc.com

Convention Planning Dick Southern southern@lodelink.com
convention@vvacalsc.com

Veterans Life Initiative (VLI) Bob Parker bobpark333@aol.com
vli@vvacalsc.com
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WHO ARE THE VIETNAM Veterans 
OF AMERICA?

 Founded in 1978, Vietnam Veter-
ans of America, Inc. is the only na-
tional Vietnam veterans organiza-
tion congressionally chartered and 
exclusively dedicated to Vietnam-
era veterans and their families. 
VVA is organized as a not-for-profit 
corporation and is tax-exempt un-
der Section 501(c)(19) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code.

VVA’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLE
“Never again shall one generation 
of veterans abandon another.”

PURPOSE
The purpose of Vietnam Veterans 
of America’s national organization, 
the state councils, and chapters 
is:

To help foster, encourage, and 
promote the improvement of the 
condition of the Vietnam veteran.

To promote physical and cultural 
improvement, growth and devel-
opment, self-respect, self-confi-
dence, and usefulness of Vietnam-
era veterans and others.

To eliminate discrimination suf-
fered by Vietnam veterans and to 
develop channels of communica-
tions which will assist Vietnam vet-
erans to maximize self-realization 
and enrichment of their lives and 
enhance life-fulfillment.

To study, on a non-partisan ba-
sis, proposed legislation, rules, 
or regulations introduced in any 
federal, state, or local legislative 
or administrative body which may 
affect the social, economic, edu-
cational, or physical welfare of the 
Vietnam-era veteran or others; and 
to develop public-policy proposals 
designed to improve the quality of 
life of the Vietnam-era veteran and 
others especially in the areas of 
employment, education, training, 
and health.

To conduct and publish research, 
on a non-partisan basis, pertain-
ing to the relationship between 
Vietnam-era veterans and the 
American society, the Vietnam War 
experience, the role of the United 
States in securing peaceful co-
existence for the world community, 
and other matters which affect the 
social, economic, educational, or 
physical welfare of the Vietnam-
era veteran or others.

To assist disabled and needy war 
veterans including, but not limited 
to, Vietnam veterans and their de-
pendents, and the widows and or-
phans of deceased veterans.

FUNDING
Vietnam Veterans of America relies 
totally on private contributions for 
its revenue. VVA does not receive 
any funding from federal, state, or 
local governments.

for their work and being available to answer 
questions and testify when needed.

This year's convention had not only members 
that have attended all 11 conventions but a good 

number of first time delegates. It was good to 
see the newer delegates getting involved in the 
process of amendments, resolutions and candi-
dates' forums. The delegates at this convention 
seemed to spend a lot more time than some of 

the previous attend-
ees at workshops, 
committee hearings 
and speaking with the 
candidates. I think 
the delegates came 
to learn and do their 
jobs as representa-
tives of their chap-
ters. They were in-
formed in most areas 
when they arrived 
and asked questions 

www.clubshop.com/cgi-bin/rd/4,,refid=3711189
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and searched out information when necessary. 
During our Saturday secession CDVA Secretary 
Tom Johnson spoke to us allowing time for ques-
tions. We received some good 
information and had some good 
questions for the secretary.

I think one of the highlights of 
the banquet was when Dick 
Southern was contacted by 
Floyd Flowers asking if he 
could entertain us. Of course 
we said yes and we were 
pleasantly surprised by the en-
tertainment that we received. 
Floyd is a country singer with a 
song in the top 80 on the county 
charts. All he asked is that he 
be able to sell some CD’s and 
other things with a portion go-
ing to disabled veterans. The 
band was great and I think ev-
eryone there had a great time. I 
am sorry that some of the mem-
bers did not come over to en-
joy the festivities; you missed a 
good event!

I think the new board will do a 
good job for our members and 
be able to handle all tasks sent 
their way. Over the last few 
years we have started some 
important projects and be-
come involved in a lot of issues 
in the state. It will be an ever changing project to 
work with the legislative members, congressio-
nal members and the state and federal Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs. I think with the train-
ing our members have received and the work 
our members have done it is a task our board is 
up to.

***************************************

Veterans reCognition 
PrograM

On Wednesday May 7, 2008 I attended the first 
annual Veterans Recognition Program hosted 
by the California State Commanders Council. 
This was a day that the State Assembly mem-
bers recognized veterans in their districts for 
their work in their communities. This was put 
on by Assemblywoman Mary Salas, chair of the 
assembly Veterans Affairs Committee. It was a 
joint program between Mary Salas and the com-
manders’ council. The morning was to start with 
a breakfast in the capital cafeteria then proceed 
to the Assembly to give awards to Assembly 
members. There were only eight people present 
for the breakfast and Bill Manes needed to be at 
the luncheon early to prepare for the program. 
It seems that not enough of the members re-
sponded to Bill  as to whether or not they would 
be attending. There were 44 assembly members 
participating this year and hopefully all will par-
ticipate next year.
  
There was one VVA member recognized by his 
Assemblyman. Richard Sharkey, Petaluma Chap-
ter 563, was honored for his work with the youth 
in Petaluma for over twenty five years by Assem-
blyman District 6 Jared Huffman. Richard has 
headed the McDowell Drug Task Force keeping 
kids off drugs and out of gangs. He started doing 
this when he retired from the Army and settled 
in Petaluma. Hopefully if we can get more of our 
members involved with their legislators they will 
be recognized for the good work they do.

Ken Holybee

MeMbershiP rePort

Thank you to all who attended the membership 
meeting during the State Council Convention. 
It’s always good to have so many people there.

We all have different ideas on how to increase 
and retain our membership. It must work, for 

some, may not work for others, and this is where 
sharing what you have tried, is so helpful.

During the Leadership Conference in Greenville, 
SC, I plan on attending as many of the seminars 
that I can. I will definitely be at the Membership, 
Recruitment and Retention Seminar.

CA membership totals keep going up and that is 
good to see.

Sonora Chapter 391 has over 257 members now; 
they received recognition at the convention for 
being the CA chapter with the highest member-
ship (taking Chapter 223's place - sounds like 
competition). Chapter 391 seems to be doing 
something right; congrats!

Santa Rosa Chapter 223 has 222 members; 
Chapter’s 47, 472 and 500 are coming in close 
behind.  By next February, in time for the del-
egate count for the 2009 National Convention, 
how about a challenge - add one more delegate 
for each chapter (50 members = 1 additional af-
ter the first one for 25).

A good thing to remember, in retention, is when 
you receive your chapter roster look at the last 
page where the Inactive Members.  Within the 
last 90 days members continue to be listed on 
the roster after their membership has lapsed.  
Hopefully, these members have just forgotten 
to renew or misplaced their renewal notice. In 
Chapter 47, I have a form letter that I send out to 
all those on that list. I keep the letter in my files, 
so when it’s time to send out the letters, all I 
have to do is change the name and date. Always 
be sure to include a renewal form. Sometimes all 
they need is a second reminder and appreciate 
knowing that you cared to contact them.

Having members is just not all about the mem-
bership the reimbursement checks we receive 
from National for dues.  Whether we have a large 
or small membership, we need to have some-
thing to offer each person. It might be veterans 
benefits, current PTSD news or just camarade-
rie, which to some is the most important of all.

We all need volunteers, the more members we 
have, the more volunteers we have.

Thanks, and we will see you in August. Steve

south distriCt VP rePort

It was a privilege to be elected as your Southern 
District Vice President (formerly called Direc-
tor). I am looking forward to having a personal 

relationship with each chapter in the Southern 
District. Contact has already been made with the 
chapters that I have an address for or a phone 

number. I will look forward to work-
ing with all of you. If you are reading 
this report and I have not contacted 
you, it may be that I don’t have a cur-
rent contact number for your chap-
ter.

We are here to help the chapters 
solve any problems in a friendly and 
timely manner so that we can move 
forward toward our goals.

The last week of June, I had the op-
portunity to represent Chapter 47 
and the CSC Southern District at a 
meeting regarding the funding cuts 
for the US Vets Facility located in 
Moreno Valley, CA. We are in the 
process of forming a committee 
consisting of various veterans orga-
nizations that will address the needs 
of the US Vets and the proposed 
funding cut, which is in the form of a 
HUD grant. We will be meeting once 
a month, hoping to resolve this issue 
in a positive way for the homeless 
vets (108 as of July 1, 2008) that are 
residing at the facility.

Feel free to contact me anytime.
Steve Mackey
nebhuskfan@aol.com

Ca. assoCiates

We would like to send a sincere “thank you” to 
all of you who helped make our Associate Lun-
cheon at the CSC Convention the success that 
it was. What a great crowd and having you all 
there made it a memorable experience.

CA AVVA received 6 new membership appli-
cations at the convention. This takes us to 581 
members, 3rd largest membership in the coun-
try. Thank you to all the new members and wel-
come.

Also, congratulations to the newly elected offi-
cers and Board of Directors for the State Coun-
cil. I know that the CSC board and CA Associ-
ates will have a good working relationship and 
we appreciate that.

To those of you who were not re-elected or de-
cided not to be a candidate again, we say “thank 
you” to you, also, for your dedication to the CSC 
and our country's veterans and their families.

I will be attending the 2008 AVVA Biennial Meet-
ing and elections in Greenville, South Carolina, 
July 16th -20th. I am proud to say that as the CA 
State Representative, I will be casting a vote 
representing the CA AVVA members.

It’s my hope to bring back to the CA AVVA, all 
the latest news and information from the con-
vention.

Carol Southern, CA Associate Treasurer will 
also be attending the convention as Deputy Re-
gion 9 Director and candidate for the Region 9 
position.

A new AVVA National Board is to be elected and 
I will have the duty as National Elections Chair to 
play a part in the elections process.  I am look-
ing forward to wearing a California name badge 
with pride!

Have a great summer.

Welcome home, Elayne Mackey, President

Missing in aMeriCa ProjeCt 
Veteran Recovery Program

The Western University of Health Sciences, 

Dick Southern & wife Carol, center, CSC 2nd VP & Region 9 Di-
rector, at the just finished Leadership Conference, in Greenville, 
SC.  From the reports I have gotten, the conference was very well 
done and a lot of good infomration, seminar/workshops done.  
And of course the socializing is always important - to keep na-
tionwide alliances which are formed at these events alive and 
keep the sharing of information flowing amongst each other.
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Pomona, CA; Chapter 47 Riverside/Inland Em-
pire, CA; CA Associates of VVA...

Are proud to announce that we have recovered 
nine verified, cremated remains of this great 
country's veterans. These veterans have been 
languishing on a shelf, patiently waiting for their 
proper burial, that they so rightfully deserve.

Full military honors will be given to these nine 
veterans, Wednesday, August 6, 2008, 2:45 PM, 
Shelter G, Riverside National Cemetery, 22495 
Van Buren Blvd., Riverside, CA.

honored, reMeMbered  & reCogniZed

Albert Charles Bricker
Thomas Bruce Bright

Rick Dennis Champagne
Charles F. Duff

Harold Francis Hanlin
Willie Jones

Robert James Matthew
Kenneth Owen Nelson
Wayne Weikko Ronka

We know that this date will be hard for many of 
you to attend due, to the CSC meeting that week, 

we wanted to pass this information on though.

This is just the beginning for Southern California. 
We are committed to this project because..."It is 
the right thing to do."

They served their country, now it is time for their 
country to serve them.

Thank you,
Elayne Mackey, CA AVVA President

20th anniVersary CaliFornia 
VietnaM Veterans MeMorial

The 20th Anniversary of the California State 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial will be celebrated 
from Wednesday December 10th through Sun-
day December 14th.  Governor Schwarzeneg-
ger is scheduled to start the reading of the first 
list of names of those on the California Memorial 
on December 10th. The readings will continue 
through the 12th.

On Friday the 12th the CA State Council is hold-
ing a dinner honoring the original members of 

the Commission who cre-
ated the Memorial, and two 
legislators, Assemblymen 
Dick Floyd and Ted Lieu, 
who authored the legisla-
tion for the memorial.

A parade will take place 
from the river bank to the 
Vietnam Memorial on Sat-
urday the 13th. Bring your 
buddies and units so you 
can march in the parade. 

A celebration ceremony will 
take place immediately af-
terwards on the grounds of 
the State Capitol. 

A USO program will take 
place on the Capitol steps 
in the afternoon. Vendors' 
booths will be situated 
along the parade route. The 
event is cosponsored by the 
VVA CSC and the California 
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. Please review the in-
formation available on the 
Memorial web site at www.
cavietnammemorial.com.

The flyers and applications 
in this publication are only a 
few of the documents avail-
able.  There may be chang-
es as the committee works 
to make this anniversary 
the best ever, so check the 
web site often to see if there 
have been changes.

See you in Sacramento at 
the ceremony. Jerry Yama-
moto (n9140y@ca.rr.com), 
Chair of the 20th Anniver-
sary Celebration Coordinat-
ing Council.

disabled Vet bill 
Close to law 
By David L. Ganz, Numis-
matic News
July 22, 2008

Other News & Articles Mint 
Stats: Platinum Sells in 
Dribbles When It's Offered 
Third Issue Financed Went-
worth's Program Van Ryzin 
Takes Helm as New BNR 

Editor

A silver dollar commemorating disabled Ameri-
can veterans was signed on July 17.

Another bill calling for a silver dollar to honor the 
Army Infantry still is working its way through the 
Senate after June 10 passage in the House of 
Representatives.

The disabled vets bill directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint and issue $1 silver coins 
emblematic of the design selected by the Dis-
abled Veterans' Life Memorial Foundation for 
the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memo-
rial in commemoration of disabled American vet-
erans.

" Expresses the sense of Congress that, to the 
greatest extent possible, the 350,000 silver dol-
lars should be struck at the U.S. Mint at West 
Point, N.Y., on the West Point military reserva-
tion at the U.S. Military Academy.

" Limits the period for coin issuance to the cal-
endar year beginning on Jan. 1, 2010.

" Imposes a $10 surcharge per coin, to be dis-
tributed to the Disabled Veterans' Life Memorial 
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Foundation for the purpose of estab-
lishing an endowment to support the 
construction of American Veterans' 
Disabled for Life Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C.

" Prohibits a surcharge with respect 
to the issuance under this Act of any 
coin during a calendar year if, at the 
time of issuance, it would result in 
more than the statutory maximum of 
two commemorative coin programs 
per year.

If it also passes the Senate, H.R. 
3229, the National Infantry Museum 
and Soldier Center Commemorative 
Coin Act, directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint and issue not more 
than 350,000 silver dollar coins em-
blematic of the courage, pride, sac-
rifice, sense of duty, and history of 
the U.S. Infantry, in commemoration 
of the legacy of the U.S. Army Infan-
try. Issuance is for the benefit and 
establishment of the National Infan-
try Museum and Soldier Center.

It expresses the sense of Congress 
that the coins should be struck at 
the U.S. Mint at West Point, restricts 
coin issuance to calendar year 2012 
and requires a $10 surcharge per 
coin. Payment of all surcharges re-
ceived go to the National Infantry 
Foundation to establish an endow-
ment to support the maintenance of 
the National Infantry Museum and 
Soldier Center.

Many anticipate that this measure 
will make it to law before the fall.

Mia returned
Mans Remains to be Returned to 
Family 37 Years After he Was Shot 
Down in Vietnam. 
Thadeus Greenson/
The Times Standard Article

More than one year after his heli-
copter was shot down in Vietnam, a 
funeral was held for Ferndale's Sgt. 
Timothy John Jacobsen in 1972.

His family sat in the Ferndale cem-
etery as 21 gunshots were fired, a 
flag was presented to Jacobsen's 
mother and an empty casket was 
lowered into Jacobsen's grave. But, 
there was a twinge of hope with the 
grief -- the family didn't believe Ja-
cobsen was dead as his body hadn't 
been found.

”When you're hanging onto hope, you'll cling onto 
anything, ” Jacobsen's sister Cindy McWhorter 
said. “Our whole family was very hopeful, and 
that went on for years and years. ”

After days, years and even decades passed, 
McWhorter explained that hope tended to shift 
in the family members, one by one, as they came 
to believe Jacobsen was likely dead. They only 
hoped his remains would return home to be 
placed in Ferndale, their rightful resting place, 
rather than being left on a hillside in Vietnam.

More than 37 years after Jacobsen's chopper 
went down, that hope is being realized. McWhort-
er said the family was notified earlier this month 
by a representative of the United States Army 
that Jacobsen's remains had been found, identi-
fied and would be returned to the family.

”It was a shock, ” said another of Jacobsen's sis-
ters, Renee Jacobsen, of the news. “I wanted to 
crawl into a hole. I couldn't call anyone -- couldn't 
talk to anyone. I just wanted to scream it out, but 
I couldn't. ”

Tim Jacobsen was born one of eight children to 
Margie and Kermit Jacobsen. The family lived on 
one of Ferndale's dairy ranches until 1964, when 
the flood washed them out.

After relocating to Petrolia, Kermit Jacobsen 
started a cattle ranch and the children, especial-
ly Tim and his brother Skip, spent all their free 
time working. But, that's not to say Tim Jacob-
sen didn't have time for other pursuits. Accord-
ing to his sisters, he was the county's top rated 
bull rider by 1968, always wearing a trademark 
satin shirt at rodeos. He also had a mischievous 
streak.

”We were always up to something and he was 
always in the middle of it, ” McWhorter said. 
Things took on a somber note for the family in 
1967, when Skip Jacobsen was drafted to go to 
war. ”At dinner time we always had the televi-
sion on, and every night they gave the statistics 
of how many boys were killed and how many 
were missing, ” McWhorter said. “Sometimes, 
our dad would just get up and turn it off. ”

The sisters said the family lived for the mail, al-
ways waiting anxiously for the next word from 
Skip. Soon, the sisters got their brother back.

”It was a huge relief when he came home, ” Re-
nee Jacobsen said. “It was a huge celebration. ” 
But it would be a short-lived one, as Tim Jacob-
sen was drafted shortly after Skip's return.

The family then lived through his letters, too. He 
would write to tell his parents of the friends he 
made, the things he missed and how much he 
looked forward to seeing them. His older sib-
lings got much different letters, detailing the 
danger he was in, the fear he felt and the reali-
ties of war.

Then, on May 16, 1971, the Jacobsen fam-
ily watched its world crumble when a group of 
Army officers came to its Petrolia home and told 
Kermit Jacobsen his son's helicopter had been 
shot down the day before. His son's condition 
and whereabouts were unknown, the officers 
told him.

”Mom came home to find dad just sitting on the 
porch, ” McWhorter said, her voice trailing off. 
”It doesn't matter how many times you tell it, ” 
she continued after a moment. “It's 37 years lat-
er, and it still feels like yesterday. ”

May 16, 1971 Sgt. Tim Jacobsen was a door gun-
ner with the 101st Airborne when his helicopter 
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Chapter Address/Phone E-Mail/ Web Site Primary Contact Meeting Information
47 PO Box 3007

Riverside 92514-4277
951-781-6137

nebhuskfan@aol.com
www.vva47.com

Steve Mackey 3rd Saturday, 10 am at LifeSummer church Social Hall located at the corner of Columbia and Main St. in Riverside.  
Board meets prior to the meeting (check web site for special meeting locations & times)

53 PO Box 7000-185
Redondo Beach 90277
310-540-8820

n9140y@ca.rr.com
www.vva53.us

Jerry Yamamoto Monthly at 7 p.m., 4th Wednesday at Billy's Restaurant, 5160 W. 190th St., Torranc, CA 90503 (except in December)

201 PO Box 26203
San Jose 95159-6203
408-847-5477

barbj201@aol.com
www.nichecom.com/vva

Barbara Johnston 3rd Monday, 7:30 pm, American Legion Post 564, 2120 Walsh Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95050

218 PO Box 2241
Santa Barbara 93120
805-455-3365

ksperk@verizon.net
www.vvachapter218.org

Keith Perkins Meetings on 2nd Tuesday at 6:15 pm at Veterans Memorial Building, 112 West Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, 93101

223 PO Box 1583
Santa Rosa 95402-1583
707-526-4218

vets@vva223.org
www.vva223.org

John Crooker 3rd Tuesday 7 pm, Santa Rosa Veterans Building, 1315 Maple Ave., Santa Rosa. 

355 PO Box 2986
Canyon Country 91386-2986
818-508-9626

lostpatrol@msn.com Frank LaRosa 3rd Sunday of each month, 11 am, at a local restaurant

357 PO Box 4021
Redding 96099
530-242-1596

coonradt@snowcrest.net Rocky Cantrell 2nd Tuesday each month, 7 pm at Redding Veterans Memorial Hall

368 PO Box 1566
Mariposa 95338
209-966-2292

orland123@yahoo.com Dennis Croucher 1st Thursday, 5:30 pm at the Americaan Legion Hall on Bullion St., Mariposa

391 PO Box 5391
Sonora 95370
209-928-3848 - FAX same #

southern@lodelink.com
www.vietnamveterans391.org

Dick Southern General Meeting, 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm. ; Board, 1st Tuesday 7 pm.  Both meetings held at Sonora Veterans Hall, 9 N. 
Washington St, Sonora, 92370

400 200 Grand Ave., # 208
Oakland 94610
510-444-5235

fdrdocent@comcast.net Bill Hodges 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 pm; alternate between Oakland Vets Bldg, 200 Grand Ave. (upstairs), and Fremont Veterans Memo-
rial Bldg.

441 782 N. Brundage
Farmersville 93223
559-594-5710

rod6768@mindWinter.com Rod Hughes 2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 pm

446 87 N. Raymond Ave., Suite 210
Pasadena 91103
626-795-8141 (also Fax)

contact@vva446.org Steve Malmberg Board meets 1st Friday each month, 7:30; General Meeting 2nd Tuesday, 7 pm, Senior Center, 85 E. Holly St., Pasa-
dena

464 PO Box 25540
San Mateo 94402
650-697-9100

Leo McArdle 3rd Saturday, 10 am, 895 Laurel Ave., San Carlos

472 2115 Park Blvd.
San Diego 92101-4792
619-239-5977

vva472@hotmail.com
www.vva472.com

John Weaver 7 pm, the Saturday prior to 4th Wednesday each month at 2115 Park Blvd, San Diego, 92101

500 PO Box 255484
Sacramento 95865-5484
916-481-6020

vva500@sbcglobal.net
www.norcaltravel/vva500.html

Mary Lou McNeill General Meeting, 3rd Tuesday, 7 pm; Board - 1st Tuesday, 7 pm. Both meetings held at: Roosevelt Veterans Memorial 
Hall, 110 Park Drive, Roseville (Royer Park)

526 PO Box 2222
Culver City 90232

wmctaggart@pmcos.com John Hamilton 1st Tuesday, 7:30 pm

535 PO Box 37
Grass Valley 95945
530-274-1413

http://www.nccn.net/%7evvanc/ Richard Sheridan 1st Thursday, 7 pm.  Grass Valley Veterans Memorial Bldg., 255 South Auburn, Grass Valley (in Remembrance Room)

547 PO Box 884
Kentfield 94914
415-388-8939

webmaster@vietnamveteransmarin.org
http://www.vietnamveteransmarin.org/

Frank Lurz 3rd Wednesday, 7 pm.  American Legion, Post 313, Club Room, 12 Ward St., Larkspur, CA 94939

563 PO Box 751284
Petaluma 94975-1284
707-762-9078

johnc85393@aol.com John Cheney Veterans Memorial Bldg., Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma, 4th Thursday each month except Nov. & Dec.

582 PO Box 3070
Paradise, CA 95967
530-893-8435

zashiban@sbcglobal.net Stephen Wilson 3rd Wednesday each month, Veterans' Memorial Hall, 554 Rio Lindo Ave., Chico, CA 95928

643 PO Box 745
Dinuba 93618
559-528-2811 / Fax: 559-528-2384

nafw@sbcglobal.net Peter McManus 2nd Wednesday, 7 pm at Dinuba Memorial Building, 249 S. Alta Ave., Dinuba, CA 93618

691 PO Box 2226
Merced 95344-0226
209-723-5221

rainbojim@aol.com
www.mymerced.com/0704k163.html

Jim Sutherland 3rd Monday, 7 pm, Citi Bank, 19th & M, Merced.  Board - 1st Monday, 7 pm

702 PO Box 525
Yountville 94599
707-252-7537 / Fax:707-944-0955

rossisvva@aol.com Ross Hall 1st Tuesday, 7 pm at Yountville Veterans  Home in the Lee Lounge (second floor of main building).  Board meets 3rd 
Saturday, 8 am in the canteen (first floor)

756 PO Box 90994
Long Beach 90809
562-596-5170

stumpfires@verizon.net Dave Stumpf 1st Wednesday, 7 pm at VFW Post 8615, 2805 South St., Long Beach

781 1100 Main St.
PO Box 102
Ferndale 95536
707-725-6946

carlhandup@suddenlink.net
www.vva781.org

Carl Young 2nd Tuesday each month, 7 pm, Ferndale Veterans Memorial Hall, 1100 Main Street, Ferndale, 95336

785 2345 Barraca Parkway
Irvine 92606
714-540-8518 / Fax: 714-662-2033

gunnymims@aol.com
www.vva785.org

Bill Mimiaga 1st Wednesday, 6 pm (social hour prior), at US Army Reserve Training Center Armory, 2345 Barranca Parkway, Irvine, 
CA

880 PO Box 578726
Modesto 95357
209-550-0890

emg@msn.com Errol Green 3rd Tuesday, 6:30 pm at American Legion Lodge, 1001 S. Santa Cruz, Modesto

933 PO Box 26256
Fresno 93720-6256
559-260-2704 / FAX 559-297-0726

sdoak@sbcglobal.net Stephen Doak 1st Tuesday, 6 pm, at Clovis Veterans Memorial Bldg., 453 Hughes Ave., Clovis 93612

951 PO Box 1313
Lakeport 95453
707-262-5651

deanvva951@hotmail.com
vva951.org

Dean Gotham 2nd Tuesday at 801 N. Main St. 6 p.m. (St. Mary Immaculate Hall), Lakeport, 95453; potluck 6 pm, General Meeting 7 
pm

982 4814 Talmage Rd.
Moorpark, CA 93021
805-529-1313

halfaro12000@yahoo.com Henry Alfaro
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tried to touch down in a landing zone, but started 
to take heavy enemy fire that wounded a crew 
member.

”They never actually landed, but diverted to 
transport the wounded crew member to get 
medical attention, ” Major Bob Clewell, the mis-
sion's commanding officer, wrote in an online 
memorial for the lost soldiers. “It was said that 
the aircraft remained at a relative low level, lost 
power, then crashed in steep hostile wooded ter-
rain, apparently either with flames and/or badly 
scattered. No evident chance for survivors. ”

Clewell went on to write that a friendly Vietnam-
ese unit went to the crash sight several weeks 
later, but found no survivors and did not recover 
any of the American dead.

None of this was known to the Jacobsen family 
at the time. All they knew was Tim Jacobsen's 
helicopter had gone down and his body hadn't 
been found.

Exactly one year and one day after the crash, 
the Army declared Tim Jacobsen dead, but the 
family held out hope, even through the funeral.

”We'd talk about him just to keep him alive inside 
of us, ” Renee Jacobsen said. “There was just 
such a hole -- just emptiness. ”

It wasn't until decades later that McWhorter 
said she started taking a closer look into what 
happened to her brother. She poured through 
the Army reports sent to her mother, contacted 
members of his division and soon began to re-
alize Tim Jacobsen was likely dead. Her focus 
then began to change -- she just wanted to see 
him laid to rest at home.

”That would be the next best thing -- for him to be 
repatriated, ” she said.

According to the Defense Prisoner of War/Miss-
ing Personnel Office, Tim Jacobsen was one of 
more than 1,350 U. S. soldiers still unidentified 
and unrecovered in Vietnam. More than 600 
have been identified and repatriated.

Bill Duker, director of Vietnam Veterans of 
America's Veterans Initiative Program, knows 
more than most what it most what it took to get 
those 600 veterans' remains home, as he works 
diligently to make sure the remains of Vietnam 
soldiers are recovered and identified.

"We encourage our counterparts, our former 
enemies -- the Vietnamese veterans -- to provide 
information, either archival or more importantly 
eyewitness accounts, that could lead Ameri-
cans to the remains of unaccounted for soldiers, 
” Duker said. “Over 15 years, we've been very 
successful. ”

national diVersity award    

The National Minority Affairs Committee select-
ed Senator Daniel Akaka, Hawaii, Chairman of 
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, as its 
recipient of its 2008 National Diversity Award. 
Senator Akaka is being honored for his lifelong 
service to veterans as a former Army soldier and 
legislator. He has established a long list of leg-
islation honoring the service and sacrifices of 
generations of veterans of the US Armed Forces. 
We are honored to recognize him as this year's 
recipient. The award was announced at the 2008 
National Leadership Conference in Greenville, 
SC, and will be presented in person to him as his 
schedule permits.

Senator Akaka is the third recipient of this award 
that recognizes individuals who have excelled in 
their support of minority veterans and their is-
sues. Previous awardees are Brigadier General 
Ezell Ware, 2006, and Dr. Al Batres, 2007." 

VietnaM 'weather girl' gets sa-
lute at national conference

A former Greenville High student, she is among 
six honored
By E. Richard Walton, Staff Writer, Greenville 
News

Bobbie Keith said Saturday that she served 40 
years in the U. S. Diplomatic Corps, but her stint 
from 1967-69 as "The Weather Girl" during the 
Vietnam War touched the deepest part of her 
heart.

Keith was the recipient of the Vietnam Veterans 
of America President's Award for Excellence in 
the Arts at the Vietnam Veterans of America Na-
tional Leadership Conference.

VVA describes Keith's entertainment for the 
troops as "tongue-in-cheek weather forecasts 
on AFVN Television in Saigon while working for 
the USAID in Saigon."

Keith said it was a great time in her life.

"I'm very honored," said Keith, now 60 and a res-
ident of Melbourne, Fla. "I was at the right place 
at the right time."

She and Vietnam radio show host Chris Noel 
were among six people honored during the eve-
ning event at the Hyatt Regency Greenville.

Noel asked the vets to recall how many soldiers 
were killed from coming into contact with Agent 
Orange or suicide.

Noel said her husband, a Vietnam-era soldier, 
committed suicide.

The vets showed video clips of both Keith and 
Noel; they were blonde and mini-skirted. They 
did longer stints during the war than traditional 
Hollywood and TV types.

Since Wednesday, more than 750 Vietnam-era 
vets have held their 30th leadership sessions 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Green-
ville.

Many of those attending came with their spouses 
from across America. Some had long gray hair, 
some had caps and vests that were decorated 
with medals and keepsakes from the era.

Gary Jones, a Vietnam vet who served in the U. 
S. Navy during the 1960s, said he didn't know 
Keith in part because he was way too deep in 
the jungle.

"I worked the river," said Jones, who lives in 
central Ohio. "I didn't even get to see Bob Hope. 
I did hear of Chris Noel."

Jones said he was 
mostly deep into the 
demilitarized zone 
and worked on a 
boat that brought 
ammunition, food, 
uniforms and any-
thing else troops 
needed from Da 
Nang.

The vets said Noel, 
like everyone else 
who entertained, 
put her life in peril 
as she moved from 
city to city, camp to 
camp, to keep up 
soldiers' spirits.

Keith, who is now 
retired, said be-
fore the banquet 
that she attended 
Greenville High, 
and her father, now 
deceased, was a 
South Carolina na-
tive. Even now, she 
said, she has about 

a dozen relatives in Greenville.

“I haven’t been to Greenville in about four years, 
” she said. “I’m thinking about moving here. ”

Keith said she was somewhat of a rolling stone 
after the controversial war.

"After Vietnam, I became a gypsy," she said.

Joe Sternberg, a VVA spokesman, said the vets 
leadership group meets every two years. An ex-
ecutive panel voted to meet in Greenville after it 
weighed 15 or 20 cities.

"The best part of here is Main Street," Sternberg 
said. "This has been one of the most successful 
leadership conferences."

saluting the Flag
Update

President Bush signed on 28 January 08 a law 
amending federal code to allow a veteran to sa-
lute the U.S. flag while not in uniform in certain, 
but not all, situations. 

The amended federal code addresses actions 
for a viewer of the U.S. flag during its hoisting, 
lowering or passing. In these instances, the law 
allows a veteran in civilian attire to salute the 
flag. All other persons present should face the 
flag, or if applicable, remove their headdress 
with their right hand and hold it at the left shoul-
der, the hand being over the heart. 

Citizens of other countries present should stand 
at attention. All such conduct toward the flag in 
a moving column should be rendered at the mo-
ment the flag passes. 

However, another section of federal code that 
specifically relates to actions of those reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance was not amended. In 
this case, a veteran in civilian attire is not spe-
cifically authorized to render a hand salute dur-
ing the Pledge. In any case, a veteran in civilian 
clothes is authorized to place their right hand 
..over their heart as has been tradition.

 Alabaster Eagle 
 100% Alabaster 

!

Alabaster is a fine-grained, massive, translucent variety of gypsum, a 

hydrous calcium sulfate. It is pure white or streaked with reddish brown. 

Alabaster, like all other forms of gypsum, forms by the evaporation of bedded deposits that are precipitated 

mainly from evaporating seawater.  Because of its softness, alabaster is often carved for statuary and other 

decorative purposes. It is quarried in England and also in Italy. Vases and statuettes of Italian alabaster are sold 

as Florentine marbles.  

$20.00 Per Ticket 

Only 100 Tickets will be sold. 

Drawing will be held immediately after all 100 tickets have 

been sold. 

This is a Chapter 47 fundraiser. For more information call Steve at 951) 681-9531 or email nebhuskfan@aol.com 

Some of you who attended the CSC State Convention in June 
purchased tickets for the above Alabaster Eagle.  At the time 
you were told only 100 tickets would be sold.  They are still 
available through Chapter 47 member Guenther Griebau - call 
him at: 909-886-9065 to arrange to purchase a ticket - or two.
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Opinions, Information and Reminiscences

ChaPter 47
Riverside, CA. 

Missing in aMeriCa ProjeCt.

The purpose of the MIA Project is to locate, iden-
tify and inter the unclaimed cremated remains 
of American veterans through the joint efforts 
of private, state and federal organizations. To 
provide honor and respect to those who have 
served this country by securing a final resting 
place for these forgotten heroes.

The initial focus of the MIA Project will be a mas-
sive, nation-wide effort to locate, identify and 
inter the unclaimed remains of forgotten vet-
erans. This task will be executed through the 
combined, cooperative efforts of members of: 
volunteer service and veteran organizations, 
local Funeral Homes, State Funeral Commis-
sions, State and National Veterans Administra-
tion Agencies, and the State and National Veter-
ans Cemetery Administrations. Local, state and 
national laws must be followed in the identifica-
tion, claiming process and proper interment of 
the unclaimed remains of forgotten.

The second phase of the MIA Project will be the 
creation of a network of individuals working with 
local funeral homes, state, and national agen-
cies to ensure that, from now on, the cremated 
remains of any unclaimed veteran will be iden-
tified, claimed and interred in a timely manner. 
This will be an ongoing project and it has just 
begun. We need to blanket every mortuary and 
cemetery in the United States and let them know 
there are people who desire to claim our veter-
ans. We need to let them know it is our desire to 
see they are interred with the honor and respect 
they deserve. They served our great nation. It is 
now our great nation’s turn to serve them.

Chapter 47 Is Proud To Say That We Have Been 

Involved With The MIA Project - Please, be a part 
of this honor that we are so proud of.

This is the first verified cremated remains that 
have been identified in Southern California. 
What we are proud of is… these veterans will fi-
nally be afforded the honors that they rightfully 
deserve. It has been, too long, for them and it is 
the right thing to do. Here is the information you 
will need when planning to join us at Riverside 
National Cemetery.

NINE (9) RECOVERED CREMATED REMAINS 
WILL BE INTERRED; WITH HONORS:

Wednesday August 6, 2008 2:45 PM Riverside 
National Cemetery 22495 Van Buren Blvd. Riv-
erside, CA. 92518 Shelter G - directly across 
the lake from the amphitheater.  There is an in-
formation booth just inside the cemetery gates; 
you can ask questions there if you are unsure of 
where to go.

These verified remains served our great nation. 
It is now our great nation’s turn to serve them. 
The veterans languishing on shelves need us. 
They need America to step forward and ensure 
they are buried with honor. They need America 
to show their thanks for their service. Without 
them, we would not have the freedoms we enjoy 
today.

Please, pass this article on to friends, family, 
and any other organization that you belong to; 
whoever you feel may be interested. Help us get 
the word out!

A very big THANK YOU goes to AVVA Member 
Nina McCoy-Adkins! Without her, this would not 
have happened. We know that your father is 
smiling down upon you ~ with pride.

ChaPter 391
stand down Plans
By Frank M. Smart

Chapter 391, VVA of Sonora (Tuolumne County) 
has announced plans for Stand Down for home-
less veterans.

According to Frank M. Smart, Chairman of Vet-
erans to Veterans Outreach, 2008, “Most Stand 
Downs are in the larger metropolitan areas and 
the foothills are basically ignored."

The event is scheduled for Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 3rd, 4th & 5th, at the Mother Lode 
Fairgrounds in Sonora. Sonora is a foothills com-
munity in the Sierra Nevada Mountains 50 miles 
due east of Modesto.

The sponsoring organization, Chapter 391, 
which Smart started 20 years ago is now the 
largest VVA chapter in California and 15th in 
membership nationally. “Our Stand Down is 
aimed at those homeless veterans and their de-
pendents from Amador, Calaveras, Tuolumne 
and Mariposa counties,” Smart said. All of those 
counties are located on State Highway 49 which 
runs through the foothills of the mountains.

In conjunction with the Stand Down there will be 
a Veterans Information Fair and a Job Fair (“Hire 
A Hero—Hire A Vet”) which will be open to the 
general veteran population in addition to serving 
the Stand Down attendees.

The VA will be on hand in force to offer the vet-
erans all services and EDD and Mother Lode Job 
Training will execute the Job Fair.

According to Smart about 100 veterans and 
their dependents are expected. There will be hot 
showers, clothing, USO-style entertainment and 
lots of good food.

“We are offering our homeless brothers and sis-
ters a place to relax and be taken care of for 2 1/2 
days. All we ask is that they partake of what is 
being offered and hopefully what happens here 
will be step one on the road to returning them to 

the mainstream of American life,” he said.

Smart sees events, such as Stand Downs, as 
the veterans’ community’s way of being in-
volved in the nationwide, 10-year plan to end 
homelessness in America.

“Our chapter has done a great job for 20 years 
of presenting our generation of veterans in a 
positive light. We are one of the most respect-
ed membership organizations in Tuolumne 
County. We have addressed, either as an orga-
nization, or individually, the major issues from 
our war—PTSD, POW/MIAs and Agent Orange. 
But, the one issue we have turned a blind eye to 
is the homeless,” he concluded.

Smart is asking for help from other veterans’ 
organizations and the civic, social and busi-
ness communities and other Stand Down orga-
nizers for this first-ever event in this area.

Smart can be reached at fsmart@mlode.
com, or 209-559-1908 (cell), or 209-533-4414 
(homw).

(About the author: In late 1987 Frank M. Smart 
and seven other Vietnam veterans gathered to-
gether to discuss forming a chapter of the VVA. 
That chapter, 20 years later is now the largest 
in California and 15th in membership nation-
wide. Smart, a native of Shreveport, La., was 
drafted into the Army in 1964 and trained as a 
Combat Engineer (12 Bravo) and reenlisted to 
become an Army journalist (71Q20). He served 
as a Combat Reporter/Photographer with the 
famed First Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in Viet-
nam from Apr. 68 to Apr. 69 for the Division’s 
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newspaper, The Cavalair. Stationed at Ft. Ord, 
CA after Vietnam he fell in love with California 
and has lived in Sonora for 24 1/2 years. He is 
also Co-Founder of the Tuolumne County affili-
ate of Habitat for Humanity.

ChaPter 933
Fresno MonuMent dediCation

“May this black stone be a sign of healing at this 
place of healing…” David Finster, Chaplain, VVA 
Chapter 933. (for the complete text of this invo-
cation see next page)

The long-time dream of the members of VVA 
Chapter 933 in the Fresno area came to fulfill-
ment on Flag Day, June 14th, at the Fresno VA 
Medical Center when a seven-foot tall black 
granite monument was unveiled before a crowd 
of more than four hundred veterans, their friends 
and family members.

The monument, honoring all who served during 
the period of the Vietnam War, bears on its front 
a map of Southeast Asia with names of specific 
wartime sites marked on the map of Vietnam. 
The reverse side presents an etching of “Reflec-
tions” the famous image of a Vietnam vet return-
ing to the wall in D. C. and reaching out to touch 
the images of lost comrades.

For Chapter 933 members like Rick Hanniford 
and Al Gaines who unveiled the stone, it was 
worth all the effort to create the monument just 
to see dozens of vets after the ceremony ap-
proach the monument, reverently touch the im-
ages, and point out to family members where 
they had served.

Among the many officials presiding at the cer-
emony was Bob Johnson, CSC President, who 
reminded the crowd that the Vietnam Veterans 
of America is a group dedicated not just to sup-
porting “their own” wartime veterans in need of 
aid and comradeship but also to ensuring that 
no veteran of any war will be forgotten by his fel-
low veterans of other times and conflicts.

In crediting the many individuals and groups who 
helped make the monument are reality, Steve 
Doak, President of Chapter 933, added a special 
thanks to Al Perry, Fresno Director of the Central 
Valley Healthcare Center, himself a Vietnam-era 
veteran, who offered much help on the project 
and provided a prominent display site in front of 
the VA hospital across from a Pearl Harbor me-
morial of similar size and composition.

Doak noted that the stone will stand as a pro-
found recognition of the service of veterans of 
the era “who put their lives on hold…and some-
times their lives on the line…to do their duty to 
their country. ”

“We wanted a symbol of hope and healing for 

those who come through the doors of the VA 
Medical Center, here where hundreds of Vietnam 
era veterans pass on their way to appointments 
to heal physical and psychological wounds. ”

Doak offered special thanks to Joel Whitehurst 
of Whitehurst Monuments and Roy Bell of Bell 
Monuments for their efforts to bring this project 
to completion.

VVA Chapter 933 wants to thank the many vet-
erans, families and friends around the state who 
helped make this tribute to our veterans possible 
and invite all veterans to visit the site.

Text of Invocation by David Finster, Chaplain, 
Chapter 933: “Oh God, you have borne us on 
eagle’s wings from past challenge to present 
hope. On this blessed day may we be fully aware 
of your powerful and loving presence that offers 
to all a true ‘Welcome Home.’ As we revere the 
Viet Nam Rock in Woodward Park as a memo-
rial to our brothers and sisters who lost their 
tomorrows in the Viet Nam War…We pray that 
on this blessed day may this black stone be con-
secrated to the sacred honor of all who served 
in the Viet Nam War, both those who live on this 
earth and those who live with You in honored 
glory forever. May this black stone be a sign of 
healing at this place of healing. May those who 
have endured insult for serving in an unpopular 
war find in this black stone a sign of everlasting 
respect. May those who are haunted by memo-
ries of war’s ferocity find in this black stone a 
sign of absolution and wholeness. May those 
who have lost sight of why people serve find in 
this black stone a reminder that in each genera-
tion there are those who will ask not what their 
country can do for them but what they can do for 
their county. May those who have downplayed 
the great gift of themselves which they offered in 
service to others find in this black stone an affir-
mation of strength and honor that they may point 
to it and say, 'I served my country in the Vietnam 
War. And I am proud to have served.'”

ChaPter 535
Chapter 535 launched its 2008 fundraising sea-
son selling flags (made in USA) and hats prior to 
marching in the Nevada City 4th of July Parade.  
The Vietnam Veterans Banner led our unit and 
as the VVA passed along the parade route, the 
applause was tremendous.  A truly great feeling!  
On August 2, the Chapter will have a booth in the 
Auburn Air Show selling military memorabilia.  
Following on August 6 through August 10, our 
booth will be at the Nevada County Fair in Grass 
Valley.  Behind the Veterans groups, the Friends 
of Nevada County Military, sponsored by the 
Chapter, joined in the parade with photographs 
of their sons and daughters along with members 
of Blue Star Mothers.  The FNCM, headed by a 
VVA member, is one of the four major groups 
who receive support from our Chapter through-

out the year.  The other three are Friends of 
Vinh Son Montagnard Orphanages which is also 
headed by another Chapter member, Meals on 
Wheels and our Christmas Year ‘Round Program 
for a veteran who needs a hand up.”

Photos were taken during the parade: 
Marching down Broad Street, Nevada City

Past President Harold Graves, Chapter 535

Joe Sanders, Asst Sec/Treas, selling flags, Ne-
vada City

Bill Holman, Newsletter Editor, selling flags, Ne-
vada City

Friends of Nevada County Military
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 Blue Star Mothers, Nevada City

ChaPter 500
Chapter 500 participated in a Memorial Ceremo-
ny for B.T. Collins held at and hosted by:  East 
Lawn Memorial Park.  The ceremony was held 
in conjunction with a book signing of "Outra-
geous Hero", the B.T. Collins Story, written by 
Maureen Collins Baker, the sister of B.T. who 
spoke about B.T. at the ceremony.  Long time 
friend of B.T. and well known Sacramento tele-
vision newscaster Stan Atkinson was Master of 
Ceremonies.  
 
B.T. who lost an arm and a leg in Vietnam was 
"a warrior, politician (in Sacramento), patriot, 
lover:  a rogue, a rascal, a hero's hero" as de-
scribed on the cover of the book.  He also was 
one of the most instrumental in getting the CA 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial built. 
 
B.T. is buried in the highest point of East Lawn 
Memorial Park, which is also the highest point in 
the City of Sacramento.  Chapter 500 was hon-
ored to lay a wreath in his memory at the foot of 
his grave during the ceremony. 

The following pictures 
include:  VVA500 Vice-
President Gregory Mc-
Neill during the POW 
Ceremony, B.G. Mary 
J. Kight - Assistant Ad-
jutant General, CA Na-
tional Guard, VVA500 
President Karen Win-
nett awards Rev. Bill 
McDonald.
 

On May 25th, Chapter 500 hosted the annual 
"Reading of the Names" held at the CA Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Sacramento.  All 5,822 
names were read by Veteran and  public volun-
teers throughout the day.  A Memorial Ceremony 
was held at noon to remember and honor all Vet-

erans who gave their 

lives for their country, those still living and those 
currently serving.  We were honored to have 
Brigadier General Mary J. Kight as the key-note 
speaker.  Chapter 500's first woman President, 
Karen Winnett presided over giving VVA 500 
memberships to General Kight as well as Barba-
ra Ward, CDVA Director of Women and Minority 
Affairs, both Vietnam Era Veterans.  This year's 
special award was given to Rev. Bill McDonald, 
chaplain, for his many years of service to Viet-
nam Veterans as well as his continuing service 
in being instrumental in opening new residency 
programs throughout the country for those who 
suffer with PTSD.
 
Deborah Getz, Gold Star Mother, whose son 
was killed in a helicopter crash in Afghanistan, 
brought her display of all of the names of those 
killed in Iraq and Afghanistan up to May, 2008.  
Getz is the founder of "Never Forget our Fallen", 
and is raising funds to build a permanent memo-
rial to all those killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

The "Reading" now serves not only as a day to 
honor our fallen Veterans, but as a day for all 
Veterans and their families to come together to 
renew relationships as well as form new ones, 
and to honor each other for their service.

ChaPter 781 
VVA Meeting - July 2008 - In Memory Of Ted

Our monthly meeting at the Ferndale Veteran's 
Hall, on Tuesday, July 8th. 

We hope to see some of you drop back in to see 
what is happening. For those of you who have 
not been around for awhile, our Chapter had the 
honor of honoring a fallen brother, identified af-
ter 37 years. He was a Ferndale native and has 
seven surviving siblings. It was a week or so be-

fore Memorial Day, so the timing was incredible. 
I think it was probably a record turnout for the 
services at the cemetery and yep, it was hard 
finding a dry eye. A very memorable Memorial. 
The family has shown a great deal of apprecia-
tion for the recognition of their brother.

Rhonda

(Editor's Note: see page four for more on this 
story.  Photos at the bottom of page 12 are of 
the above ceremony)

VVa 201
It is with the uttermost sense of loss that I wish 
to share with you a couple of photos I have of 
Mike Salome who the Great Commander in Chief 
Almighty called to rest earlier today. 

Most of you may know already or this may be 
your first communication and I am sorry to be 
the one to pass it on. I am not ashamed tonight of 
having tears drip into my keyboard as I type this 
and I know many many more will be shed and I 
also hope all of us can recall the great times we 
were able to share with this wonderful man. 

Mike was a survivor and a tough old guy who 
survived the Nazi stalag as a POW and made 
the POW/MIA as well as all Veteran organiza-
tions his lifelong sacrifice. I love him calling me 
a meatball as I am sure he called many of you. 
Mike now instead of laying the wreath this Me-
morial Day will be missed beyond words. 

I have hundreds of pictures of Mike doing his vol-
unteer work all over and will put them together 
for his wonderful wife Leah as we all attempt to 
heal from this scarring. I wish to only share a 
couple with you now.... 

The one with Mayor Chuck Reed of San Jose 
(below-top) was just taken Saturday May 10th as 
Mike attended the OAF/OIF VA event at Moffett 
Field. 

The other was from years back as Mike walked 
with his personal banner with his close friend 
Bronson Thomas. Mike and Bronson were broth-
ers in arms as Bronson lost his son Ensign Dar-
win J. during the Vietnam war KIA/BNR Oct. 
1966. 

I am sorry thhis is a long read however it is in re-
ality much much shorter than I wished to write. 

May we all appreciate how much one man could 
contribute in the lives of us all.  Please feel free 
to share and forward as you desire. God Bless 
Mike Salome 

Dave Sanders

The pictures are:

  

1.  B.T. Collins sis-

ter, Maureen Col-

lins Baker, 

2.  Chapter 500's 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 

Gregory McNeill, 

Secretary Ted Ad-

ams prepare to lay 

a wreath at the B.T. 

Collins grave.  

3.  Stan Atkinson, 

Master of Ceremo-

nies at the B.T. 

Collins Memorial 

Ceremony.
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MeMbershIp ApplICAtIon
Individual membership is open to Veterans who served on active duty in the US Military (for other 
than training purposes) from February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975 or from August 5, 1964 and May7 
1975 for Vietnam-era Veterans.

Name________________________________________Address_________________________________________

City______________________________________State____________________________ Zip 
_________+______

Phone __________________email____________________

Individual membership or Associate membership Dues:
$20 for Annual___ / $20 for Renewal___ / $50 for 3 Year Membership__
Life Memberships:
$250___(age 49 and under) $225___(50-55) $200___(56-60) $175 (61-65) $150 (66+)
For individual membership a DD214 is required if not already on file.
Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America is an adjunct organization with VVA, Both Veterans 
and non-Veterans may join. If joining AVVA you are eligible to be a member of VVA Yes__ No__
Print this page and fill out and mail with DD214 (if needed) to our address above.

If you are a current member, to renew provide your Membership #____________Chapter________

Above - Chapter 500 at the CA Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial.

Below - left: In Ferndale, the ceremony for Tim; center: 
more of the ceremony; right bottom: additional ceremony 
photo; far right: Tim Riding Bull In 1969. (story on page 5)
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Pow-Mia Funny Car 2008
This year millions will see the POW/MIA logo on a sleek funny car in races sponsored by the Roger Burgess of ProCare Rx, on the National Hot Rod 
Association's 2008 season.  VVA’s logo and the POW-MIA logo are being sported on a top funny car competing in this year’s National Hot Rod Associ-
ation-POWERade drag races. The design is very patriotic, with streaming red, white & blue flag-like graphics runnning from the front to the midsection 
of the car.  On the rear of the car are sections of The Wall's names/panels which wrap around to the opposite side.  On the "hood" (so to speak for a 
funny car) is a graphic of a veteran in a boonie hat touching the wall in reflecting thought.  You have to try and see this.  Not only is the car done with 
this theme, the hauler which houses the cars, equipment, etc., is done similarly.  The back lift gate has the vet in the boonie cap, like on the hood, with 
gigantic POW/MIA at the top of it.  On the sides are a nighttime view of the East Wall

Melanie Troxel, a driver in the Top Fuel Funny Car class, has the VVA logo and the POW-MIA logo 
on the her funny car when she races at over 300 MPH. The VVA/POW-MIA Dragster is sponsored 
by ProCare Rx and owner Roger Burgess. Note: at the beginning of the season Roger was part-
nered with Mike Ashley, long time Funny Car & Pro Mod driver.  Due to Mike's personal busness 
needs he has sold his share to Roger.

Troxel appreciated the show of support from VVA members and members of the POW-MIA fami-
lies group who attended the races in and to cheer her car on. “It’s so incredible to get to meet 
the Vietnam veterans, as well as all war veterans and those families with POWMIA loved ones. 
They come by and thank us for our tribute, and I tell them thanks, because it is their sacrifice 
that has made what we do out here possible. It’s important that our Vietnam veterans know that 
we are welcoming them home. It’s important also that we convey that we haven’t forgotten our 
POWs and MIAs. ”

One of the veterans posed the question to Troxel: “You do know that you’re going to have a lot of 
fifty-somethings cheering for you this year, don’t you? ” Troxel just smiled at the notion.

“I think it’s great. It’s been so great to talk to so many people and learn of their experiences. In 
this day and age, everyone is behind the troops whether they agree with the war or not. You get 
to talk to these people, and it helps to understand what they had to go through. I can’t think of a 
better group of people I’d rather have cheering me on. ”

Many thanks should go out to Mike Ashley and Roger Burgess 
for their continuing the VVA/POW/MIA theme on the car for 
the 2008 season.  They didn't have to do it, possibly part of 
the reason is because Roger Burgess is a Vietnam veteran, 
and is close friends with Medal Of Honor recipient John Cavi-
atti.  Caviatti was at the Winternationals during the "unveiling" 
of the car at the start of the season, he was also the Grand 
Marshall and spoke to the crowd at Sunday's eliminations (big 
crowd).  Both Roger and John are excellent ambassadors for 
the Vietnam veteran and are keeping the NHRA crowds aware 
of the POW/MIA issue, and the need for our nation to remember 
our veterans - all veterans - but particularly the war veterans 
who come home, some wounded (physically and/or psycholog-
ical); and need to be thanked for their service to our country 
which keeps our freedoms and way of life for each generation 
of Americans.

Above from Left To Right - Melanie Troxel, 
Roger Burgess, Mike Ashley.  Melanie's first 
win of the 2008 NHRA season.


